Sabbath Day Sermon of February 2, 2019
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Adam and Death versus Jesus Christ and Life

Romans Chapter 5: 12-21.
The believer in Jesus Christ having been justified by faith, now has peace with God Almighty through our Lord Jesus Christ. In other words, only those in Jesus Christ have access by faith in this grace in which we stand and rejoice in the hope of the glory of God Almighty which we would be glorified with Jesus Christ.

No doubt sin is the obstacle that makes for war between us and God Almighty. When sin is taken care of by faith in Jesus Christ and justification, the cause of the war is removed and peace begins. Every believer in Jesus Christ has made his or her peace with God Almighty through the blood of the Cross of Jesus Christ. The war is ended, the hostility is gone. We have become sons and daughters of the Almighty God, and peace reigns in our hearts because we have received “The only begotten Son of God Almighty,” Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior in our lives (John 1:12-14).

We now have peace with God Almighty, which may differ from peaceful feelings such as calmness and tranquility. Peace with God Almighty means that we have been reconciled with Him. There is no more hostility between us, no sin blocking our relationship with Him. Peace with God Almighty is possible only because Jesus Christ paid the price for our sins through his death on the Cross. Because of what Jesus did for us, as believers we now stand in a place of highest privilege, that is, “This grace wherein we stand” (John 10:14-18).  Not only has God Almighty declared us not guilty; he has drawn us close to himself. Instead of being enemies, we have become his friends, in fact, his own children born of God Almighty (John 3:1-6, 10-19; 15; 14; Galatians 4:5).

If you ask, “Why must I go through Jesus Christ to God Almighty?” My friends, God Almighty is holy, and he will not be associated with sin. You cannot deny that you have them. All people are sinful, and all sin deserves punishment. Instead of punishing us with the death and to eternal damnation we deserve, however, Jesus Christ took our sins upon himself and paid the price for them with his own death. This is to keep his promise to provide the sacrifice for our sins (Genesis 22:7-12; Hebrews 10: 3-18). Now we can “Joy in God Almighty.” Through faith in Jesus Christ’s work, we become his children of God Almighty rather than being enemies and outcasts (John 15:14-17).

12-13. Here Paul delineates or portrays with accuracy, two opposite states of existence: life and death. In Adam, there is sin and death, in Jesus Christ, there are righteousness and life. In Jesus Christ, Adam’s situation, which we have inherited is reversed. Instead of our deserved death and condemnation as stated in John 3:18, there is now no justification and eternal life (Romans 8:1-4). The comparison is not precise, because the grace God Almighty through His Son which he has bestowed on us far exceeds our sin and condemnation. 

Through faith in Jesus Christ, this new birth changes the believer from the inside out-rearranging his or her attitudes, desires, and motives. My friends, being born makes you physically alive and places you in your parents’ family. However, being reborn also known as “Born again” through Jesus Christ makes you spiritually alive and puts you in the God Almighty’s family (John 1:12). You ought to ask Jesus Christ today to make you a new person. This fresh start in life is available only to all who believe in Jesus Christ.

14-21. If you ask, “How can we be declared guilty for something Adam did thousands of years ago? If you feel it isn’t fair for God Almighty to judge us because of Adam’s sin, yet each of us confirms our heritage with Adam by our sins every day. Of course, Adam was our common father, the root and representative of all people. What he did may be said to have been done by us in him. By this one man sin entered humanity and corrupted all things in the world.  We have the same sinful nature and are prone to rebel against God Almighty, and we are judged for the sins we commit. Because we are sinners, it isn’t fairness we need, it is mercy which can only come through Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is the mediator, not Mary; Jesus Christ acted as a public person, a common agent, and the head of all the elect, in as much as he dealt with God Almighty by his redemption for all of us who are his people (Hebrews 9:15-27; 10:1-19).

Paul has shown that keeping of the Law does not bring salvation. Now he adds that breaking the Law is not what brings death. Death is the result of Adam’s sin and of the sins we all commit, even if they don’t resemble Adam’s sin. We are reminded here that for thousands of years the Law had not yet been explicitly given, and yet people died. The Law was added to help people see their sinfulness, to show them the seriousness of their offenses, and to drive them to God Almighty for mercy and pardon. This was true of Moses day and it is still true today.

If you ask, “What is a sin?” Sin is a deep discrepancy between who we are and who we were created to be. The Law points out our sin and places the responsibility for it squarely on our shoulders. But the Law offers no remedy. However, whenever you are convicted of sin, you must turn to Jesus Christ for forgiveness and for healing. 

If you ask yet again, “How does one become sinful? The Bible says that we sin when we are drawn away in our own lust, and enticed. Then when lust has conceived, it brings forth sin, and when it is finished, it brings forth spiritual death (James 1: 14- 15). This condemnation or spiritual death condition must be corrected by coming to Jesus Christ and repenting of all sins before physical death, or that soul will be lost forever in the Lake of Fire where Lucifer also is known as Satan will be cast with his demons (Revelation 20:10-15).

If guilt and wrath can be communicated, so can grace and love. If there are power and efficacy in the sin of man, there is greater power and efficacy in the righteousness and grace of Jesus Christ.  If you ask, “What was Adam’s sin? Adam’s sin was disobedience for not acting upon the Word of God Almighty communicated to his family. For our time, Adam’s sin will be ours if we do not communicate to others the same truth of the Gospel message that in Jesus Christ we can be saved. What Adam did was evil because it was forbidden by God Almighty, just as it is forbidden today for not telling others who Jesus is; his words, and how they can be saved by accepting Jesus as Lord and Savior in their lives. Disobedience in this context applies if we sin willfully after we have come to the knowledge of the truth.  

By God Almighty’s judicial act we are made sinners along with Adam for we are his posterity (Exodus 20:2-5). The figure follows that through the obedience and the righteousness of the person of Jesus Christ, the second Adam, the many are made righteous. The free gifts come upon all who believe in Jesus Christ. The free gift is freely proffered to all. What a promise to those who love Jesus Christ! As believers, we can triumph over sin’s power and over death’s threats through the power and protection of Jesus Christ (Romans 8:17).

Unfortunately, some, to mention but a few supposedly preachers like Pope Francis, Billy Graham, Robert Schuller, Kenneth Copeland and several others like them have interpreted verse 18 of this chapter as teaching universalism, the doctrine that all people will be saved including atheists. Fake preachers know that this type of false interpretation of the scripture brings the money in, and make sinners believe they are safe in their sin and that their membership in these fake churches and ministries and their donations will save them than live for Jesus Christ in truth and in spirit.

But this interpretation of the Scripture is a total distortion of the Gospel message truth because it takes the analogy and presses it beyond what Paul meant by saying that as in Adam all people sinned and lost everything, so in Jesus Christ all people gain what they lost in Adam. Paul does say that God Almighty’s redemptive grace in Jesus Christ is freely offered to all and is certainly efficacious for those who believe (John 3:16-18). In other words, only those who welcome Christ Jesus as Lord of their lives are reborn spiritually, receiving new life from God Almighty. For a better understanding of the Scripture that not everyone will be saved, and of what will happen to those who will not come to Jesus Christ for salvation before their physical death, please read Revelations chapter 20:7-15.

By God Almighty’s grace righteousness has been imputed for justification to all who believe in Jesus and implanted in us for sanctification, and all of this only through Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. It is very typical for sinners who have come to terms with their condition, and the understanding that they are separated from God Almighty, to see the Law from below as a ladder to be climbed to get to God Almighty. My friends, perhaps you have repeatedly tried to climb it, only to fall to the ground flat on your face every time you have advanced one or two rungs. Or perhaps the sheer height of the ladder seems so overwhelming that you have never even started up yet. In either case, what relief would you feel to see Jesus offering with open arms to lift you above the ladder of the Law to take you directly to the Father God Almighty? 

Now, remember that once Jesus lifts you into God Almighty’s presence, you are free to obey out of love, not a necessity, and through God Almighty’s power, not your own.  You should also know that if you stumble, but not willfully, that as long as you trust in Jesus Christ, you will not fall back to the ground. Instead, you will be caught and held in Jesus Christ arms. Again, remember that the choice to remain in Jesus’ arms will always be yours to make.
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