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Your Inner Chamber
If you have your Bible open it to Matthew Chapter 6.
Today we begin with a question if you have ever thought what a wonderful privilege it is that everyone each day and each hour of the day has the liberty of asking God Almighty to meet him or her in the inner chamber and to hear what he or she has to say?  We should imagine that every born again Christian use such a privilege gladly and faithfully. If you ask, “Why only the born again Christians? Well, Jesus says that unless one is born again, everything they are doing in this life is a pure waste of time and resources because, in the end, they will not enter into the Kingdom of heaven (John 3:3-21).
In this and the following verses, Jesus talks about the three great Christian duties: almsgiving, prayer, and fasting. Prayer has to do with our souls, fasting with our bodies, and almsgiving with our substance. These duties are to be performed rightly, from the inward man, that is, from your heart which seeks the approval of God Almighty and not the applause of people.

6-8. “But when thou prayest,” says Jesus, “Enter into thine inner chamber, and having shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret.” That means two things. Shut the world out, withdraw from all worldly thoughts and occupations, and shut yourself in alone with God Almighty, to pray to Him in secret. Let this be your chief object in prayer, to realize the presence of your heavenly Father. My friends, let your watchword be: Alone with God Almighty when you must pray.

As true Christians, this is only the beginning. We must take time to realize His presence with us and pray to our Father who seeth in secret, in the full assurance that He knows how we long for His help and guidance and will incline His ear to hear us. Then follows the great promise: “Thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.” Your Father in heaven will see to it that your prayer is not in vain. All through the occupations of a busy day, the answer to your prayer will be granted. Prayer in secret will be followed by the secret working of the power of God Almighty in your heart. 

“But when you pray, use not vain repetitions as the heathen do. This verse helps us to identify heathen religions. Repeating the same words over and over again like a magic incantation is no way to ensure that God Almighty will hear your prayer. Jesus has said, that any prayer that is not said in His name is a waste of time. Catholics, Hindus, Islam all repeat the same words as they count their beads. For example, the Catholic Church requires that their adherents say “Hail Mary fifty times.” My friends, the answer to your questions if Catholics are true Christians, there is your answer in verse 7 of this chapter.

As the Lord Jesus has given us the promise of His presence and shows us the way to the inner chamber, he will assuredly be with us to teach us to pray. You should notice that Jesus has not said to come or pray to him through any other medium, dead Mary, dead saints, or canonized deceased persons. It is through Jesus and Jesus alone that we have access to the Father. If you have been taught that Jesus is sometimes too busy to hear you, that you need Mary who has been dead for well over 2500 years to appeal your case, it is a lie from hell (Ecclesiastes 9:5). My friends, go to Jesus and Jesus alone at all times in your prayer and be childlike and trustful in your fellowship with Jesus Christ. Confess each sin, bring your every need. Offer your prayer to the Father in the name of Jesus Christ. Prayer in fellowship with Jesus Christ cannot be in vain.

9-12. Here Jesus teaches us how to pray. It begins as all prayer should with an adoration of God Almighty and his interests; thanking Him for all the good things He has done for us and will do. It is followed by requests for the forgiveness of sins and petitions for daily bread or needs. Some have said that there is a legalistic strain in the phrase forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespassed against us. But you see, the forgiveness of our sins is never granted by our furnishing God Almighty with the merit of any sort, not even that of forgiving others.  Your refusal to forgive others is itself a sin and when you do not forgive others, you have not repented of your sin, and hence cannot find forgiveness for that of which you have not repented.

“Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us “from the evil one.” Not long ago the son of perdition of our time, went on TV to change this prayer as was prophesied in Daniel 7:25, that he would in the latter days try to change the teachings and commands of the Lord God Almighty. Since he does not read the Bible as a Catholic priest, however, it was not entirely out of ignorance that he purposed to impress upon the people of the world what that part of the prayer does not mean, that God Almighty is the one who leads us into temptations so he could have that part of the Lord’s Prayer removed. But what that part of the prayer teaches is that God Almighty who leads us true Christians should protect and prevent us from walking into the hands of the evil one in our thoughts, in our minds, or our conduct. Not that God Almighty is the one leading us into all the temptations. No doubt that people who live for God Almighty often wonder why they still have temptations. Does God tempt them? 

No, God Almighty does not tempt us by trying to seduce us into sin. It is Satan that tempts; which should refine our faith and to grow in our dependence upon Jesus Christ.  (James 1:12—15). But the Holy Spirit our teacher as in the mid-term and the final exams will test us from time to time on the lessons we have learned in the Word of God Almighty and will correct us in the areas we have not done well (John 14: 26; 16:13-15).
But the supposedly Pope Francis’ correction to the teaching of Jesus was to infuse in the people’s learning of the Word of God Almighty, the result of the Medici learning, “learning against learning” to confuse, diminish and marginalize the Word of God Almighty in the Bible. The ultimate goal for the system of the antichrist has been to make the people of the world who follow them to think that Jesus Christ who taught the prayer was wrong and that the son of perdition is right, and has the interest of God Almighty at heart. His objection was meant to deceive the people of the world that the pope who claims to be God on earth is not the one who leads them into temptations? But in the religion of Freemasonry which he heads, members are taught that Jehovah God Almighty is the evil one while Satan the father of the son of perdition who is also known as Lucifer is the good guy.[1]
13-19. As Christians, we should pray to be delivered from these trying times and for deliverance from the works of Satan’s evil and his deceit. All Christians struggle with temptation. Sometimes it is so subtle that we don’t even realize what is happening to us. God Almighty has promised he would not allow us to be tempted beyond our endurance (1 Corinthians 10:13). 

Fasting, that is, going without food to spend time in prayer is noble. It gives us time to pray, teaches self-discipline, reminds us that we can live with less, and help us to appreciate God Almighty’s gifts. Jesus condemned the actions of those who fast to gain public approval as being righteous. The Pharisees voluntarily fasted twice a week like the Muslim Clerics do to impress the people with their “holiness.”  Jesus commended acts of self-sacrifice done quietly and sincerely. He wanted people to adopt spiritual discipline for the right reasons, not from a selfish desire for praise. Again, any fasting or prayer offered without the recognition of the finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross of Calvary is wasted effort.
20-24. “Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven.” Laying up treasures in heaven is not limited to tithing but is accomplished by all actions of obedience to God Almighty.

“The light of the body is the eye.” Spiritual vision is our capacity to see clearly what God Almighty wants us to do and to see the World from his point of view. But this spiritual insight can be easily clouded. Self-serving desires, interests, and goals block that vision. Serving God Almighty is the best way to restore it. A “single” eye is one that is fixed on God Almighty and His Kingdom.

“No one can serve two masters.” You cannot serve God Almighty and mammon,” meaning you can have only one master. You cannot mix serving God Almighty with serving wealth, property, career, or money. Being wealthy is neither bad nor good; how one uses his or her wealth is what makes the difference. We live in a materialistic society where many people serve money wealth and power. They spend all their lives collecting and storing it, only to die and leave it behind. Their desire for money, power, and what they can buy far outweighs their commitments to God Almighty’s affairs and spiritual matters. 

Under the Lordship of Jesus Christ, it is good; not under the Lordship of Jesus, it becomes an impediment, a handicap to one’s Christian life. My friends don’t fall into the materialistic trap, because the love of money is the root of all evil.” (1 Timothy 6:10). If you ask, “how can I know that I am truly a born again Christians? It is when you can honestly say that God Almighty, and not money or property, is your Master. One test is to ask yourself, which one occupies more of your thoughts, time, and efforts. 

Here Jesus contrasts heavenly values with earthly values when he explained that our first loyalty should be to those things that do not fade, cannot be stolen or used up, and never wear out. As true Christians, we should not be fascinated with our possessions, lest they possess us, and we become prisoners to them. If your possessions are becoming too important to you, then you need to do some cutback. Jesus is calling for a decision that allows you to live contentedly with whatever you have because you have chosen what is eternal and lasting.

25-32. It has been proven that anxiety is one of the worst maladies Christians experience. Because of the effects of worry, Jesus tells us to “take no thoughts” about those needs that God Almighty promises to supply. Worrying about these things is like lighting a candle at both ends, and may (1) damaged your health, (2)cause the object of your worry to consume your thoughts, (3) disrupt your productivity, (4) negatively affect the way you treat others, and (5) reduce your ability to trust in God Almighty.  If you are always worrying, here is the difference between worry and genuine concern: worrying immobilizes, but concerns move you to action.

33-34. “Seek ye first the kingdom of heaven.”  To seek first the Kingdom of God Almighty and his righteousness means to turn to Him first for help in everything you do to fill your thoughts with his desires; to take His character for your pattern, and to serve and obey Him in everything. If we may ask, “What is it that is important to you? It is people, objects, goals, and other desires, no doubt they all compete for priority. Any of these can put the cart before the horse in your life, and can quickly bump God Almighty out of first place in every area of your life. But the way that it works is if you will first seek God Almighty and His righteousness, all these things that you need will follow you, that is, they will come into place in your life; not by you chasing after them.

“Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.” Planning for tomorrow is time well spent, but worrying about tomorrow is time gone to waste. If you can’t tell the difference, consider careful planning; it will help you think ahead about your goals, steps, and schedules, and trusting in God Almighty’s guidance. The worrier, by contrast, is consumed by fear, negativity, doubt, and finds it difficult to trust God Almighty. In the case of a worrier, this person’s actions interfere with his or her relationship with God Almighty. My friends, leave all your worries in the wastebasket where they belong, lest they affect your relationship with God Almighty today.
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