Sabbath Day Sermon of February 27, 2016.

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Word is God and God Is Life
1 John Chapter 5

In the Gospel of John chapter 1, John the Baptist prophesied saying that “In the beginning, that is, before anything else existed.”  The Word or “Jesus,” who is the wisdom and power of God and the first cause of all things; the Word was with God, and the Word was God Almighty. All things were made by him or the Word; and without him or the Word was anything made that was made. ” The Word was the Light, but he was sent to bear witness of that Light or himself. In the Word was life; and the life was the light of men, that is, the source of all life. The Word took the image of the man he made in his image so he can personally relate to him, and witness to him the truth of the Light. But the people he made in his image would not receive him nor did they recognize him. Even the people chosen by Him to prepare the rest of the world for his coming, even though he told them who he was, but they still rejected him. But as many as believe on the name of the Word or Jesus, Israelites and Gentiles, that is, “that trust him to save them, he has given the power to become children of God Almighty. Those who believe in the Word or in Jesus will no longer be slaves to sin, but sons and daughters of the Almighty God.
My friend if you are reading this message today, the good news we have for you today is that if you have not accepted Jesus as your Lord and Savior, and if you will sincerely welcome Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior of your life today, you will be reborn spiritually by receiving new life from God Almighty. All you need to do is to tell Jesus yourself that you are sorry for your sins, ask him to forgive you and give you eternal life. Through faith in Jesus Christ, this new birth changes you from the inside out, rearranging your attitude, desires, and motives. By welcoming Jesus in your life, you will become part of God’s family, with fellow believers all over the world as your brothers and sisters. It is God Almighty who determines who the other family members are, not us. We are simply called to accept and love them. 
Therefore, whosoever believes that Jesus Christ is born of God Almighty; who loves the Father who sent him to bear witness of the Light, has eternal life. This is the evidence that you are a child of God Almighty, when you love God, and obey him (John 14:15). Again, if you love God Almighty, you must keep his commandments which are not too hard to keep (Exodus 20). Those who are born of God are born for God’s purposes. This makes possible the spiritual and intellectual conquest of the world. Faith is the means by which believers continue. If you are in Jesus, you should know that God has chosen you to obey and follow his Son Jesus Christ. For no one can come to Jesus except it were given unto him or her of our Father in heaven (John 6:65)
How can you overcome the world? It is only by faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God, can anyone overcome the world. It is not by might nor is it by power can we who believe overcome the world, it is by the Holy Spirit that bears witness, because the Spirit is truth. The Holy Spirit, who is truth, witnesses to our hearts that Jesus is Lord and the Bible is God’s infallible Word. Indeed the words of the Scripture were not “taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit” (1 Corinthians 2:13). This is known as “The testimony of the Holy Spirit.”
As there are three that bear record in heaven: the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit (Genesis 1:26), and these three are one (John 10:30). So are there three who bear witness on earth; this is he that came by  spirit, water and blood. And it is the Spirit that bears witness, because the Spirit is truth. Jesus came by water and blood, referring to his baptism and crucifixion. The Gospels record God’s clear declaration that Jesus is his Son (Mathew 3:16; 17:5). This is the witness of God which he has testified of his Son Jesus, that whoever believes on his Son has the witness or eternal life in himself. But he or she who believes not the Word of God makes him a liar, because he believes not in the testimony God Almighty has given of his Son. What is this testimony of God Almighty? The testimony of God Almighty is that he has made eternal life available for everyone, and that this eternal life is given only through his Son Jesus Christ. So if you have Jesus you have eternal life, but if you do not have Jesus as your Lord and Savior, you do not have eternal life.
If you ask, how do I receive eternal life? The Scriptures say that whoever believes in God’s Son has eternal life. Jesus is all you need if you would like to spend eternity with your Father in heaven. You do not have to wait for eternal life, because it begins the moment you believe in Jesus Christ. You do not need to work for it, because it is already yours. You do not need to worry about it, because you have been given eternal life by God Almighty himself, and it is guaranteed in Jesus Christ’s name.
12-15. “That you may know that you have eternal life.” It is very unfortunate to sometimes come across some Christians who feel they do not have the assurance of faith. These tend to stumble around blindly, lacking confidence in their salvation. John has written this letter to the Congregation of Jesus Christ that all in Jesus Christ may know that they have eternal life. Since what John prophesied is from God Almighty, confidence in the Word of God assures the weakest of hearts and minds that all in Jesus Christ can know with certainty that they have eternal life. If you are not sure that you are a Christian, ask yourself: “Have I honestly committed my life to Jesus as my Savior and Lord and keep his commandments?” If so, you know by faith that you are indeed a child of God Almighty, and that you have eternal life.
Here we have one of the greatest of all promises in the Scriptures. If we pray according to the will of God, God hears us. And if God hears us we can be absolutely certain that we will get what we have prayed. We can discern the will of God from Scripture in many cases so, and by the Spirit of 
God which indwells us that when we pray according to the Word we know that our prayers will be answered in the affirmative. The pattern stated here should be normative in prayers or petition and intercession.  If we align our prayers to God will, he will give us a definite answer. True Christians ought to pray with confidence, expecting to receive what we ask of our Father in heaven.
18-21. Whosoever is born of God does not make sin the practice of his or her life. Whoever deliberately and with malicious forethought sins and keeps sinning should ask himself or herself whether he or she has really been born of God, for those who have been do not live this sort of life. Paul wrote that some Christians had died because they took Communion “unworthy”, and Ananias and Sapphire his wife were struck dead by the Holy Spirit when they lied to God Almighty (Acts 5:1-11). Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit results in spiritual death (Mark 3:29), and the book of Hebrews describes the spiritual death of the person who turns against Jesus Christ (Hebrews 6:4-6). 
John here warns the people who had left the Christian fellowship and joined the “antichrist,” that by rejecting the only way of salvation, these people were putting themselves out of reach of prayer. In most cases, however, even if we know what the “sin unto death” is, we have no sure way of knowing if a certain person has committed it.  But a very close observation of the fruit of the person can help us to know when to ask or warn and pray for the brother or sister who may have sinned.
If you ask, “Do Christian commit sins,” of course, but they ask God to forgive them and then they continue serving him. They do not willfully sin or try to rationalize them if they do, neither do they try to justify themselves after committing wrongful deeds; they waste no time in confessing them to Jesus Christ as soon the Holy Spirit convict them. This is true, because God has freed them from their slavery to Satan, and he keeps them safe from Satan’s continued attacks. The rest of the world does not have the Christian’s freedom to obey God. The rest of the world does not have the Christian freedom to obey God. Unless the sinner comes to Jesus Christ in faith, they have no choice but to obey Satan. There is no middle ground; people either belong to God Almighty and obey him, or they live under Satan’s control and subject to demon possessions.

21-2. If you ask, “What are Idols, and how do I keep away from them?” Idols are things that substitutes for the true faith in God Almighty. Anything that robs Jesus Christ of his full deity and humanity, and human ideas that claims to be more authoritative than the Bible, any loyalty that replaces God as the center of your life, is idolatry. This includes fornication, adultery and homosexuality, because Satan takes homage of these vile sexual acts; it is worship of him. Remember that because they say it is legal does not make it right in the sight of God. 

What you think about Jesus as one born again, should be central to your teaching, preaching, and living. Jesus is the God-man, fully God and fully man at the same time. You can have a personal relationship with him, and you can talk to him anytime, anywhere and about anything; he hears you and will respond to you. Jesus came to earth to die in our place for our sins. Through faith in him, you are given eternal life, and the power to do his will. If you were asked today, “Who is Jesus?” what will be your answer? A Muslim Imam who was asked this question ended up accepting Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior when he found in the Quran that Jesus is the “Word” and the Creator of all things who can give eternal life.
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