Sabbath Day Sermon of February 25, 2017.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Jesus Christ Death Fulfills the New Covenant

Hebrews Chapter 8
As promised by God Almighty through the prophecy of Jeremiah the prophet saying, “Behold the days come, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah. Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was a husband unto them, saith the LORD. But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; after those days, saith the LORD. I will put my law in their hearts; and will write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people” (Jeremiah 31: 31-34).
In this chapter, Paul tells us that we have such a High Priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the Heavens. Who is set, that is, who is seated. The priests always ministered standing. There were no seats in the tabernacle or temple. Jesus Christ’s work is a finished work. His death and resurrection established the New Covenant promised by God Almighty in Jeremiah 31:31-34). He is seated, which means that his sacrifice was accepted by the Father. Nothing more needs to be added to what Jesus has already done.
Under the Old Testament system, priests were chosen only from the tribe of Levi, and sacrifices were offered daily on the altar for the forgiveness of sins. This system would not have allowed Jesus to be a priest because he was from the tribe of Judah. But his perfect sacrifice ended all need for further priests and sacrifices. The use of the present tense, “There are priests that offer gifts” indicates that this book was written before 70 A.D. when the Temple in Jerusalem was destroyed ending the sacrifices.

The pattern for the Tabernacle built by Moses was given by God Almighty. It was a pattern of the spiritual reality of Jesus Christ’s sacrifice, thus it looked forward to the future reality. There is no Tabernacle in heaven of which the earthly one is a copy, but rather the earthly Tabernacle was an expression of eternal, theological principles. Because the Temple at Jerusalem had not yet been destroyed, using the worship system there as an example would have had a great impact on this original audience.
8-9. The New Testament is superior to the old one. Under the old covenant, believers were given symbols and types. Under the new covenant or agreement the historical person Jesus, who died and rose against is the reality. People must put their trust in him. Moreover, believers now have the Holy Spirit, who takes up his residence in the hearts of the faithful. Israel misused the older agreement by falling into legalism, which included works and self-justification. Salvation, then and now, was and is by faith alone through God’s free grace. By the old covenant sins were covered; now sins are removed. The benefits of the new covenant are secured by faith in Jesus Christ, which includes submitting to his Lordship. This salvation through Jesus Christ is sealed by water baptism.
The old agreement was the covenant of Law between God and Israel. The new and better way is the new covenant of grace. For Jesus Christ’s offer to forgive our sins and bring us to God through his sacrificial death. This agreement is new to the extent that it goes beyond Israel and Judah to all the Gentile nations. It is new in application because it is written in our hearts and minds. If offers a new way to forgiveness, not through animal sacrifice but through faith. My friend if you have not entered into this new agreement and begun walking in the better way, do it today, do it now!
10-13. Here we learn of the extraordinary provisions of the new covenant. God gave the law to the Israelites. He now puts his laws in the minds and one the hearts of those who believe in Jesus Christ. We were given minds to remember, hearts to love, consciences to recognize, courage to profess, and the power to put all these things required of us into practice, He is our God and we are his people, and our sins are remembered no more.
If your heart is not changed, following God’s rules will be unpleasant and difficult. You will rebel against being told how to live. The Holy Spirit, however, gives true believers new desires. He helps us want to obey God (Philippians 2:12, 13). With new hearts, we find that serving God Almighty is our greatest joy. Our obedience should be to Jesus Christ who, in turn, was obedient God Almighty, even unto death. With this obedience, we are urged to play an active role in the working out of our salvation in awe before God Almighty, not in the sense that we can add to the salvation won by Jesus Christ. But we can make that salvation come to effectiveness among ourselves as a community because God Almighty in his good will is at work among believers producing both our desires and action.
In conclusion, the New Covenant when this is laid, duty will be done wisely, sincerely, readily, easily, resolutely, constantly, and with comfort. A plentiful outpouring of the Spirit of God will make the ministration of the gospel so effectual, that there shall be a mighty increase and spread of Christian knowledge in persons of all sorts. Oh that this promise might be fulfilled in our days, that the hand of God may be with his ministers so that great numbers may believe, and be turned to the Lord! The pardon of sin will always be found to accompany the true knowledge of God. Notice the freeness of this pardon; its fulness; its fixedness. This pardoning mercy is connected with all other spiritual mercies: unpardoned sin hinders mercy and pulls down judgments, but the pardon of sin prevents judgment and opens a wide door to all spiritual blessings. Let us search whether we are taught by the Holy Spirit to know Christ, so as uprightly to love, fear, trust, and obey him. All worldly vanities, outward privileges, or mere notions of religion, will soon vanish away, and leave those who trust in them miserable forever.
Under God’s new agreement, God’s Law is inside us. It is no longer and external set of rules and principles. The Holy Spirit reminds us of the Jesus Christ’s words, quickens our conscience, influences our motives and desires, and makes us want to obey. Now doing God’s will is something we desire with all our heart and mind.
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