Sabbath Day Sermon of February 24, 2018.

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The True Worship as It is in Heaven

Revelation Chapter 4

John’svision continues in chapter 4, here the doors of heaven was opened and the first voice he heardwas as clear as the trumpet, and it called out to him inviting him to come up to heaven to be shown what will be hereafter. This voice was the voice of Jesus Christ that he heard, and it is the same voice that will resurrect all dead believers when he returns. For Jesus will call out to every one of us dead or alive at his return, and would have all his people go through the open door of heaven into our Father’s everlasting rest.
Hereafter, meaning"a future world, the world to come where all believers in Jesus Christ belong." The one seated on the throne is God Almighty, the God of Israel, and the God of all true believers in Jesus Christ. The jasper stone symbolizes the holiness of God Almighty and the sardine stone symbolizing his divine wrath. The rainbow bespeaks the unfailing mercy of God Almighty (Exodus 24:9, 10).
Here God Almighty is seated on his throne orchestrating all the events that John will record in the last days. The world is not spinning out of His control; the God Almighty of creation will carry out his plans as Jesus Christ initiates the final battle with the forces of evil. Here we are shown heaven first before we are shown the earth so we will not be frighten by future events.
2-6. Now, when John said that he was “in the spirit,” this means that the Holy Spirit was giving him a vision, and showing him situations and events he could not see with mere human eyesight. All true God Almighty’s prophecies comes from Him through the Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1:20, 21).
“The twenty-four elders.” There were 12 tribes of Israel in the Old Testament and 12 apostles in the New Testament. The twenty four elders in the vision probably represent the whole church of God, both in the Old-Testament and in the New-Testament state; all the redeemed of God Almighty for all time, both before and after Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection. They are not simply the ministers of the church, but rather the representatives of the people. They symbolize all those: both Israelites and Gentiles who are now part of God Almighty’s family. 
The twenty-four elders show us that all the redeemed of the Lord are worshipping him. Their sitting denotes their honor, rest, and satisfaction; their sitting about the throne signifies their relation to God Almighty, their nearness to him, the sight and enjoyment they have of him. They are clothed in white raiment, the righteousness of the saints, both imputed and inherent; they had on their heads crowns of gold, signifying the honor and authority given them of God Almighty, and the glory they have with him. All these may in a lower sense be applied to the Gospel Church of Jesus Christ on earth, in its worshipping assemblies; and, in the higher sense, to the church triumphant in heaven. 
In verse 5 John speaks of lightening’s and thundering and voices. Lightening and thunder are connected with significant events in heaven. They remind us of the lightning and thunder at Mount Sinai when God Almighty gave the people his laws (Exodus 19:16). The Old Testament often uses such imagery for God Almighty’s power and majesty (Psalm 77:18). John here speaks of seeing seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are explained to be the seven Spirits of God Almighty: the various gifts, graces, and operations of the Spirit of God Almighty in the Churches of Jesus Christ; these are all dispensed according to the will and pleasure of The Father who sits upon the throne. 

John speaks of seeing before the throne a sea of glass, like unto crystal. As in the temple there was a great vessel of brass filled with water, in which the priests were to wash when they went to minister before the Lord (and this was called a sea), so in the gospel church the sea or laver for purification is the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, who cleanses from all sin, even from sanctuary-sins. In this all those must be washed that are admitted into the gracious presence of God Almighty on earth or his glorious presence in heaven
6-10. The four beasts are angelic beings so described with animal-like comparisons. God’s attributes symbolized in the animal-like appearance of these four beings denoting their strength (lion), their service (an ox), their intelligence (a man), and their speed (an eagle) (Ezekiel 1:5-10). The praises of these creatures start with the holiness of God Almighty, and stresses his omnipotence, and end with his eternity “Who was, is, and is to come.” All of the Revelation emphasizes the Second coming and the consummation of all things.

11 The point of this chapter is summed up in this verse: All beings in heaven and earth will praise and honor God Almighty because he is the Creator and Sustainer of everything. “Thou art worthy.” This phrase was blasphemously used to salute the emperor of Rome who today is known as the pope in a triumphant procession. Our lord and god was blasphemously added by Domitian in the cult of emperor worship in Catholicism. Any such use by people pales into insignificance when compared to its use for the Almighty God.
This is true concerning the church of Jesus Christ here, which is a heaven upon earth, and it will be eminently so in the Church made perfect in the heaven of heavens.  John speaks of hearing the song of the four living creatures, of the ministers of the Church, which refers to the prophet Isaiah’s vision, (Isaiah 6). And here, they adore one God Almighty, and one only, the Lord God Almighty, unchangeable and everlasting.  They adore the Holy Father, the Holy Son, and the Holy Spirit; and these are one infinitely holy and eternal Being, who sits upon the throne, and lives for ever and ever. 
In this glory John saw Jesus Christ, and spoke of him. He heard the adorations of the four-and-twenty elders, that is, of the Christian people represented by them; the ministers led, and the people followed, in the praises of God Almighty. Here, the object of their worship, the same with that which the ministers adored: Him that sat on the throne,the eternal everlasting Father. The true Church of God Almighty has one and the same object of worship,which is “Our Father which art in heaven hallowed by thy name; thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”
Therefore, it is unlawful to join in divine worship with those who either mistake or multiply the object. There is but one God, and he alone, as God Almighty, is worshipped by the Church on earth and in heaven. The acts of adoration: the twenty-four eldersfell down before him that sat on the throne; they discovered the most profound humility, reverence, and godly fear. They cast their crowns before the throne; they gave God Almighty the glory of the holiness wherewith he had crowned their souls on earth and the honor and happiness with which he crowns them in heaven. 
They owe all their graces and all their glories to him, and acknowledge that his crown is infinitely more glorious than theirs, and that it is their glory to be glorifying God Almighty. The words of adoration: they said, Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory,and honor, and power. Note that they do not say, “We give thee glory, and honor, and power;” for what can any creature pretend to give unto God Almighty? But they say, thou art worthy to receive glory. In this they tacitly acknowledge that God Almighty is exalted far above all blessing and praise. He was worthy to receive glory, but they were not worthy to praise, nor able to do it according to his infinite excellences.

Here we learn of the reason of their adoration, which is threefold: He is the Creator of all things, the first cause; and none but the Creator of all things should be adored; no made thing can be the object of worship. He is the preserver of all things, and his preservation is a continual creation; they are created still by the sustaining power of God Almighty. All beings but God are dependent upon the will and power of God, and no dependent being must be set up as an object of worship. It is the part of the best dependent beings to be worshippers, not to be worshipped. He is the final cause of all things: For thy pleasure they are and were created. It was his will and pleasure to create all things; he was not put upon it by the will of another; there is no such thing as a subordinate creator, that acts under and by the will and power of another; and, if there were, he ought not to be worshipped. 
As God Almighty, He made all things at his pleasure, so he made them for his pleasure, to deal with them as he pleases and to glorify himself by them one way or other. Though he delights not in the death of sinners, but rather that “they should turn and live, yet he hath made all things for himself” (Proverbs 16:4). Now if these be true and sufficient grounds for worship as they are proper to God Almighty alone, Jesus Christ must needs be God, one with the Father and Spirit, and be worshipped as such; for we find the same causality ascribed to him.  All things were created by him and for him, and he is before all things, and by him all things consist(John 1:1-5; Colossians. 1:16, 17; Micah 5:2).
Holy Spirit Advantage Prophetic Ministries®

Scripture Reading Online
http://av1611.com/kjbp/kjv-bible-text/index.html
http://www.hsapm.org/radio1.html
Online Bible by HSAPM for Windows 8.1
http://www.hsapm.org/rss
