Sabbath Day Sermon of February 22, 2020
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Staying in Fellowship with God Almighty

Matthew 1:21
The three Persons in the Godhead are the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Even though as one, each one knows himself as different from the others. God Almighty desires to reveal Himself as a Person. Each one of us is an individual, knowing himself or herself as distinct from others, and standing in certain relations to others. God Almighty has revealed Himself in Jesus Christ, and will reveal Himself to us as a person, and it is our holy calling to enter into fellowship with Him our Father.
God Almighty greatly desires this fellowship with us as His children. But sin has come between us and our heavenly Father. Even in the Christian, who thinks he or she knows God Almighty, there is often great ignorance and even indifference to this personal relationship of love to God Almighty.
In Jesus’ prayer to the Father in John 17:19-24 we learn of how much our heaven father desires this fellowship with us: “That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that you hast sent me.” Here in verse 22 Jesus passes on his glory to us removing our sins to make us worthy of becoming members of God Almighty’s family.
The understanding of most people has been that on accepting Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior their sins are forgiven, that God Almighty accepts them so that they may go to heaven, and that they should try to do God Almighty’s will. But the idea is strange to them that even as a father and his child on earth have pleasure in their relationship, so they may and must each day have this blessed fellowship with God Almighty.

God Almighty gave Jesus Christ His Son as a gift to bring us to Himself. But this is only possible when we live in close fellowship with Jesus Christ. Our relationship to Jesus Christ rests on His deep, tender love to us. For this we need to separate ourselves each day from the world, and turn in faith to the Lord Jesus, that He may shed abroad His love in our hearts, so that we may be filled with a great love to Him.

My friends, meditate quietly on this thought. Read the words of Jesus Christ in John 14:21, “He or she that loveth Me shall be loved of my Father. I will love him or she” Take time to believe in this personal fellowship. Tell Him of your love. Say to Him: “Lord, Thou has loved me dearly: most earnestly do I desire to love Thee above all.”

Now here is the answer to the question, “Who is an unbeliever?” Jesus says “He that loveth me not keepeth not my saying” Because the words Jesus speaks is not his but the Father’s, so you cannot claim you believe in God Almighty if you do not believe in Jesus and his words. In other words, if you don’t believe and do Jesus words, your claim that you believe in God Almighty is unfounded. 

In Matthew 1:21 we read “Thou shall call his name Jesus, for He shall save His people from their sins.” As the Lord Jesus came as a person, he had His own individual name. His mother, his brethren: the other five children of Joseph and Mary (John 7:3; Acts 1:14; Mark 6:3), His disciples, all His friends called Him by His name Jesus. But they probably thought a little or didn’t realize what that name meant. If we may call to mind, how little the majority of Christians know what a treasure is contained in that name –Jesus “He shall save His people from their sins.”
Jesus means “Savior” Jesus came to earth to save us because we can’t save ourselves from sin’s consequences. No matter how good we are, we can’t eliminate the sinful nature present in all of us. Only Jesus can do that. Jesus didn’t come to help people save themselves; he came to be their Savior from the power and penalty of sin. Let us thank God Almighty for Jesus death on the cross for our sins, and then ask Him to take control of your life. If you will do this, your new life begins at that moment.

Jesus is called “Emmanuel” meaning God Almighty with us, as prophesied by Isaiah the prophet (Isaiah 7:14). Jesus was God Almighty in the flesh, thus God Almighty was literally among us. Through the Holy Spirit, God Almighty is present today in the life of every believer in Jesus Christ. Perhaps not even Isaiah understood how far-reaching the meaning of “Emmanuel” would be.

Most people when they think of Jesus’ death on the cross, they think of His work in heaven as Intercessor, but do they, or do we, realize that He is a living person in heaven, who thinks of us each, and longs to reveal Himself? Do you know that Jesus desires us each day to bring Him our love and adoration.

As Christians we pray to Jesus Christ to save us from our sins, but most of us know little how the blessed work is done. The living Jesus Christ reveals Himself to us, and through the power of His love the love of sin in us is expelled. It is through personal fellowship with Him that Jesus saves from our sins. You must come as an individual, with your heart and all the sin that is in it to Jesus the Almighty personal Savior, in Whom God Almighty’s holiness dwells. As you and He commune together in the expression of mutual love and desire, by the work of His Holy Spirit in your heart, His love will expel and conquer all the sin.
If you are reading this message today, and you have been taught to pray to Jesus through mediums such as Mary and dead saints, please drop it as you would drop a bad habit and speak to Jesus Christ directly. He will answer you, save you, and set you free. The saints of God Almighty are those of us that are alive, and in relationship with Him. God Almighty listens to us because in Jesus we are covered with His glory. God Almighty is not the God of the dead, but of the living (Mark 12:27; Ecclesiastes 9:5-6, 10).
My friends, let us learn the blessedness of each day in fellowship with Jesus Christ finding the secret of happiness and holiness. Your heart will long for the hour of prayer as the best hour of the day. As you learn to go apart with Him alone each day, you will experience His presence with you, enabling you all through the day to love Him, to serve Him, and to walk in His ways. Through this unbroken fellowship you will learn the secret of the power of truly godly life. 
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Q: Who are God's saints? Today when people speak about a saint, invariably their concept of a saint is not the same as that found in the Bible.
Roman Catholics are taught that a saint is someone who is dead, whose life conformed to Catholic Church teaching and after dying, thereby qualifying them to be canonized and to become the object of prayer, devotion and veneration.

A: However, the Biblical teaching is quite different. The word 'saint' means one who is sanctified, or set apart for God Almighty. It is not a statement of one’s spiritual status that only a few Christians attain. On the contrary, a saint is anyone who has a living relationship with God Almighty through his mercy and grace expressed in the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence, every true Christian alive today is a saint. 
This can be seen from a very small sample of quotations from the Bible. Open your King James Version of the Bible and read for yourself:
Acts 9:13, 32; 26:10; Romans 1:7; 8:26-27; Philippians 4:19, 22; Ephesians 2:18-20; 1 Corinthians 1:2; Hebrews 6:10; Psalm 31:23; Colossians 1:11-13; Daniel 7:27; 2 Corinthians 1:1.
