Sabbath Day Sermon of February 20, 2016

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Words of Wisdom for Leaders

Proverbs Chapter 25

God Almighty needs not search into anything; nothing can be hid from him. God Almighty, who knows all things, has chosen not to reveal to humanity the reason he acts as he does, but to his prophets (Amos 3:7). He has left to rulers the honor to search out matters, to enforce his laws, to suppress wicked vices, and reform his people to obey his commandments; is the best way to self-denial. Yet there is this man in our time who claims that God Almighty does not know everything nor can he do everything, because that will make him a magician. No doubt these words were spoken by an unsaved man, but they were not said out of ignorance of the Word of God. But it is that himself and others like him are purposefully and deceptively trying to fulfill the prophecies of Daniel chapter 7:25 ; 11:36-42, to draw in those who would not study the Word of God Almighty to know the truth, and therefore, deserved to be misled (Romans 1:18-26).

What does Paul say? “O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!” (Romans 11:33). We know that in the Word of God Almighty that a person, who has seen the glory of God Almighty in Christ Jesus, will feel his or her own unworthiness. Unfortunately, this same man has again said to his gullible audience in public that “Jesus Christ is a man not a spirit, and that he is gone now.” In his own words, “that to claim to have a personal relationship with Jesus is very dangerous.” He sounded as if Jesus Christ is subject to his church of Jupiter and Janus which he leads. What does Jesus say at this man’s remarks? Jesus says in the book of Revelation: “11 He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy or has a big mouth, let him be blasphemous and filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still. 12 And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be. 13 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last.” 14 Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city. 15 For without [outside Jesus] are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie. 16 I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star.” He or she who has ears to hear should hear!
4-10. Hezekiah the king, who had this proverb preserved, was one of the few kings of Judah who honored the God Almighty. By contrast, his father Ahaz actually nailed the Temple door shut to stop the worship of God Almighty. But Hezekiah restored the Temple, destroyed idol worship centers built by Ahaz, which earned him the respect of surrounding nations; many of whom brought gifts to God Almighty because of Hezekiah. It is not surprising that he had these proverbs copied and read, for “In every work that he began in the service of the house of God, and in the law, and in the commandments, to seek his God, he did it with all his heart, and prophesied” (2 Chronicles 32:21). 
"Deny thyself the place you are entitled to; covet not a position or office of honor or profit, nor thrust thyself into the company of those that are above you; be content in a low sphere if that is it which God has allotted to thee.’’ Jesus made this proverb into a parable in Luke 14:7-11, when he said that we should not seek honor as a major thrust for our life. It is better to be ourselves and accomplish the work of God has given us to do. As others notice the quality of our life then they will draw attention to us.

When wicked people are removed from a nation, it is like silver that has been purified by fire and the dross removed. When kings and their representatives known today as presidents abandon the wicked and from propagating wickedness, especially, through legislations, it will go far in improving the morality of the nation. Again, the reformation of heads of state and the legislatures [congress] of the people will promote the reformation of the entire nation.
To be hasty in beginning strife, will bring one into difficulties. Therefore, before seeking redress at the hands of a court, try to settle the problem with your neighbor privately. This is especially true when the dispute contains a secret that should not be made public. End it privately so that it may not be disclosed to the public eye. 

11-14. It is often difficult to find people you can trust. In the work place, a faithful employee is punctual, responsible, honest, and hardworking. An invaluable employee helps take some of the pressure off his or her employer. Find out what your employer needs from you to make his or her job easier, and do it. 
In dealing with others, two things are stressed as important: (1) patience, by which we wait for the right opportunity to make our case and then give time for consideration of it; (2) mildness, by which we make our case without provoking the person with whom we are dealing, and do it without using hard words or undue passion. 

War must at length end, and might better be prevented by abandoning all wicked council. What ought to be the aim of him that is trusted with any business? It is to be faithful, and do it as if to God Almighty. A true and faithful minister of Jesus Christ's Gospel message should be thus acceptable to us. 
He who pretends to have received or given that which he never had, is like the morning cloud, that disappoints those who look for rain. Most true churches, missions organizations and Christian groups depend on the gifts of Christian people to keep their missions going. But many Christians who promise to give their tithes fail to follow through, “that there may be meat in my House,” says God Almighty. The Bible is very clear about the effect this has on those faithful servants involved in the ministry. Not giving your tithes is one of the ways we rob God Almighty (Malachi 3:8-11). Although to give, you must first search the spirit of those who claim to minister if they truly work for Jesus or for themselves.  If you pledge to give, make every effort to keep your promise.
Be patient to bear a present hurt or difficulty when offended; for bad things do happen to good people. Be mild to speak without passion; for persuasive language is the most effectual to prevail over the hardened mind. God has given us leave to use grateful things, but we are cautioned against excess. We cannot be upon good terms with our neighbors, without discretion as well as sincerity. How much better a Friend is God Almighty than any other friend! The oftener we come to him, the more welcome. You can never bore him no matter how many times you come to him or call upon him in a day. 
A false testimony is dangerous in everything. Lying about someone is vicious. Its effects can be as permanent as those of a stab wound. The next time you are tempted to pass out a bit of gossip, imagine yourself stabbing the victim of your remark with a sword. This image may shock you into silence. Confidence in an unfaithful man is painful and vexatious; when we put any stress on him, he not only fails, but makes us feel for it. 
Those that are in great sorrow are to be comforted by sympathizing with them, condoling with them, and concurring in their lamentation. If we take that method, the moving of our lips may lessen the intensity of their grief (Job. 16:5); but we take a wrong course with them if we think to relieve those in sorrow by endeavoring to make them merry; for it adds to their grief to see their friends so little concerned for them. 
“If thy enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat.” instead of pleasing thyself with their distress and contriving how to cut off supplies from them, relieve them, as Elisha did the Syrians that came to apprehend him,’’ (2 King. 6:22). God Almighty’s form of retaliation is most effective and yet difficult to do. Paul quotes this proverb in Romans 12:19-21. In Matthew 5:44, Jesus encourages us to pray for those who spite us. By returning good for evil, we are acknowledging God as the balancer of all accounts and trusting to be the judge. The precept to love even our enemies is an Old Testament commandment. Our Savior has shown his own great example in loving us when we were enemies. 
We must discourage sin and witness against it, and particularly the sin of slandering and backbiting; we must frown upon it, and, by giving it an angry countenance, endeavor to put it out of countenance. Slanders would not be so readily spoken, if they were not readily heard. Sin, if it receives any check, becomes cowardly. 
It is better to be alone, than to be joined to one who is a hindrance to the comfort of life. How those are to be pitied that are unequally yoked, especially with such as are brawling and contentious. This counsel is not to be understood as putting women down. It is addressed to both men and women. Whoever is married to a brawling and contentious spouse is likely to better off single than married. This is one of those occasions when it is right to say “Blessed be the man or woman who has never married, but who lives in a garret or attic.”

25-28. Heaven is a country afar off; how refreshing is good news from thence, in the everlasting gospel, which signifies glad tidings, and in the witness of the Holy Spirit which now dwell in us that we are God's children!  
When the righteous are led into sin, it is as hurtful as if the public fountains were poisoned. “Falling down in this verse means settling aside your standards of right and wrong. No one is helped by someone who compromises with the wicked. We must be, through grace, dead to the pleasures of sense, and also to the praises of men. 
The man or woman, who has no command over his anger, is easily robbed of peace. Let us give up ourselves to the Lord God Almighty, and pray him to keep the Holy Spirit within us, and cause us to walk in his statutes. Jesus says, “Let not your heart be not troubled, you believe in God Almighty, believe also in Me” (John 14:1).
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