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The Golden Lampstand

Zachariah Chapter 4

In this chapter, we learn that the prophet when it was time for him to be given the message that was for the people, the angel that talked with him came and woke him. The angel was none other than the angel of the LORD. The message to be given him was about matters of great and public concern, yet he was not fully awake and fell asleep, as it seemed, while the angel was yet talking with him. 

Daniel was also in a deep sleep when he heard the voice of the angel’s words, (Daniel 8:18; 10:9). However, the angel woke Zechariah from his sleep. The truth is that we need the Spirit of God Almighty, not only to make known to us divine things but to make us take notice of them. He wakens morning by morning, he wakens my ear, says prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 50:4). We should beg of God Almighty that, whenever he speaks to us, he would awaken us, and we should then stir up ourselves. 

When Zechariah was prepared to receive the message, the angel asked him, “What seest thou?” When he observed he saw a golden candlestick, such as the one that was in the temple formerly, and looked the same as the one designed for the new Temple. The Church is a candlestick, set up for the enlightening of this dark world and the holding forth of the light of divine revelation to it. The candlelight represents God Almighty’s light; the church is but the candlestick, but all of gold, denoting the great worth and excellence of the church of Jesus Christ. 
This golden candlestick had seven lamps branching out from it, so many sockets, each of which was a burning and shining light. The Church of Jesus Christ is but one, and though the members are dispersed or wherever they may be, and yet they are but like so many lamps belonging to one candlestick (Matthew 5:14-16). Under the gospel, Jesus Christ is the Head and the center of unity, and not Jerusalem, or any one place (John 4: 20-26); and therefore seven particular churches are represented, not as seven lamps, but as seven several golden candlesticks (Revelation 1:20). This candlestick had one bowl, or common receiver, on the top, into which oil was continually dropping, and from it, by seven secret pipes, or passages, it was diffused to the seven lamps, so that, without any further care, they received oil as fast as they needed it as in those which we call fountain-ink-horns or fountain-pens; they never wanted, nor were ever glutted, and so kept always burning clear. 

The bowl too was continually supplied, without any care or attendance of any human being. The Prophet saw two olive-trees, one on each side of the candlestick, that were so fat and fruitful that of their own accord they poured plenty of oil continually into the bowl, which by two larger pipes dispersed the oil to smaller ones and so to the lamps; so that nobody needed to attend this candlestick, to furnish it with oil it waits not for man, nor waits for the sons and daughters of men. 

The scope of which is to show that God Almighty easily can, and often does, accomplish his gracious purposes concerning his Church by his wisdom and power, without any art or labor of anyone, and that though sometimes he makes use of instruments such as people, yet He neither needs them nor rely on them, but can do his work without them, and will rather than it shall be undone. In other words, God Almighty does not need us to do his work, but we need Him in everywhere, and He will allow us to work in his projects if we are sincere and trust in Him, and in His finished work on the cross.

The inquiry which the prophet made concerning the meaning of this and the gentle reproof is given him for his lack of understanding of the meaning of the message. “I answered and spoke to the angel, says Zechariah, “What are these, my Lord?” We observe how respectfully he speaks to the angel; he calls him my Lord. It is only one angel we know that will not object when called My Lord; he is the angel of the Lord as in Exodus 23:20. Those that would be taught must give honor to their teachers. Zechariah saw what the angel of the Lord wanted him to see, but asked what these signified. Now it is very desirable to know the meaning of God Almighty’s manifestations of himself and his mind both in his word and by his ordinances and providences. “What mean you by these services, by these signs, say Zechariah?” 

Those that would understand the mind of God Almighty must be inquisitive. Then shall we know if we follow on to know if we are not only hearers but as Jesus Christ, ask questions upon what we hear (Luke 2:46; John 14:23-24; James 1:22-25). The angel answered him with a question, “Knowest thou not what these be?” Meaning do you not know what these are? Intimating that if he had considered, and compared spiritual things with spiritual, he would have guessed at the meaning of these things. He knew that there was a golden candlestick in the tabernacle and that it was one of the priests’ duties to supply with oil and to keep it burning, to give light or it will be dark in the tabernacle. Therefore, when he saw in vision, such a candlestick, with lamps always kept burning, and yet no priests to attend it, he should have discerned the meaning of this that though God Almighty had set up the priesthood again, yet He could carry on his work for his purposes and in his people without them. 

We should have reasons to be ashamed of ourselves when we do not readily apprehend the meaning of divine revelations. The angel asked the prophet this question, to draw from him an acknowledgment of his lack of discernment and laxity to understand the revelations; he admitted it immediately: "I said, No, my Lord; I know not what these are.’’ No doubt visions have their significance, but often hidden and hard to be understood; the prophets themselves were not always aware of it at first. But those that would be taught of God Almighty must see and acknowledge their ignorance, and their need to be taught, and must apply to God Almighty for instruction. In other words, when God Almighty reveals his secrets to the prophet (Amos 3:7), he or she should know that the Lord expects you to ask questions if you don’t understand what is revealed to you. For example, when someone assigns you a locker, won’t you ask for the key to open it?

To him, that gave us a locker we must apply for the key wherewith to unlock it. God Almighty will teach the meek and humble, not those that are full of themselves, or conceited of themselves and lean on the broken reed of their understanding. The general intention of this vision. Without a critical descant upon every circumstance of the vision, the design of it is to assure the prophet, and by him, the people, that this good work of building the temple should, by the special care of divine Providence, and the immediate influence of divine grace, be brought to a happy completion, though the enemies against it were many and mighty, while the friends and supporters of the project were few and feeble. In the explication of visions and parables, we must look at the principal scope of them, and be satisfied with that, if that is clear, though we may not be able to account for every circumstance or accommodate it to our purpose. 

The angel of the Lord informs the prophet in general, that this vision was designed to illustrate a word which the Lord had to say to Zerubbabel, to encourage him to go on with the building of the temple. Zerubbabel should know that he is a worker together with God Almighty in it and that it is a work that God Almighty will complete and crown it. God Almighty will carry on and complete this work, as he had begun their deliverance from Babylon, not by an external force, but by discrete operations and internal influences upon the minds of people. 

He says this who is the Lord of hosts, and will do it; for whatever God Almighty says he would do, that is what he will do. Although for He has legions or rather billions at his command; but he will do it, not by human might or power, but by his own Spirit. What is done by his Spirit is done by might and power, but it stands in opposition to visible force. Israel was brought out of Egypt, and into Canaan, by might and power. But they were brought out of Babylon, and into Canaan the second time, by the Spirit of the Lord of hosts working upon the spirit of Cyrus, and inclining him to proclaim liberty to them, and working upon the spirits of the captives, and inclining them to accept the liberty offered them. 

It was by the Spirit of the Lord of hosts that the people were excited and animated to build the temple; and therefore, were helped by the prophets of God Almighty, because the Spirit spoke through them to their hearts (Ezra. 5:2). It is by the Spirit of the Lord that we as Christians are persuaded to do the work of the ministry and the propagation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. If you don’t feel persuaded as a true Christian, then it is proper to question if you have received God Almighty’s Spirit, the Holy Spirit. Of course, without the Holy Spirit, you are not a Christian in the real sense of it.

It was by the same Spirit that the heart of Darius was inclined to favor and further that good work and that the sworn enemies of it were infatuated in their councils so that they could not hinder it as they designed. The work of God Almighty is often carried on very successfully when yet it is carried on very silently and without the assistance of human force. The Gospel-Temple, that is the Church of Jesus Christ is built, not by might or power for the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but by the Spirit of the Lord of hosts, whose work on men’s consciences is mighty to the pulling down of strong-holds; thus the excellence of the power is of God Almighty, and not of man (2 Corinthians 10:4-6). 

When human instruments fail, we must then leave it to God Almighty to do his work himself by his own Spirit. All the difficulties and oppositions that lie in the way shall be run over and removed, even those that seem insuperable. “Who art thou, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabel, thou shalt become a plain.” We see here, how the difficulty is represented; it is a great mountain, and seemed impassable and immovable, a heap of rubbish, like a great mountain, which must be removed, or the work cannot go on. 

The enemies of God Almighty’s people are usually proud and hard as great mountains; but, when God Almighty has work to do, the mountains that stand in the way of it is leveled to make way for the work of God Almighty to be done. Here, we see how these difficulties are despised: "Who art thou, O great mountain! That thou shouldst stand in God Almighty’s way and think to stop the progress of his work?” Meaning “Who are you that look so big that presume or appear to threaten the work of God Almighty before Zerubbabel, when he is God Almighty’s agent just as we Christians are God Almighty’s ambassadors for the Gospel of Jesus Christ? Thou shalt become a plain.” 

We have the assurance of God Almighty that all the difficulties in the way of his work shall vanish, and all the objections are run over. Every mountain and hill shall be brought low when the way of the Lord is to be prepared,’’ (Isaiah. 40:4). As Christians, the enemies of God Almighty’s people are forced to retreat whenever we set out to do the will of God Almighty. The enemy will be forced to retreat as we continue to advance against the gate of hell from where they come.

9-13. “Faith in Me will remove mountains and make them plains by My Spirit”, says the LORD. Jesus Christ is our High Priest and King; mountains of difficulty were in the way of his undertaking, but before him, they were all leveled; nothing is too hard for his grace to do. The same hand that has begun this good work will perform it: He shall bring forth the head-stone. The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house, it should be spoken to his honor perhaps with his own hands he laid the first stone, and though its completion has been long delayed, and is still much opposed, yet it shall be finished at last. 

The Lord had decreed that Zerubbabel shall live to see it finished, and his hands shall also finish it; herein he is a type of Jesus Christ, who is both the author and the finisher of our faith. Jesus Christ being the author of it is an assurance to us that He will be the finisher, for, as for God Almighty, His work is perfect; “Has he begun and shall he not make an end?” Our Father in heaven has always delivered on time. My friends, He will never quit on you, for he promised never to leave you comfortless (John 14:18-21). 

Many people believe that to survive in this world, a person must be tough, strong, unbending, and harsh. But God Almighty says, “Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit.” The keywords are “By my Spirit.” It is only through God Almighty’s Spirit that anything of lasting value is accomplished. The returned exiles were indeed beaten up and weak, harassed by their enemies, tired, discouraged, and poor in terms of material possessions. But actually, they had God Almighty on their side. My friends as you live for God Almighty, determine not to trust in your strength, because trusting in your strength alone will soon fail you. Rather determine to have God Almighty on your side by all means.

The Temple was completed in 516 B.C. (Ezra 6:14, 15). Many of the older Israelites were disheartened when they realized this new Temple would not match the size and splendor of the previous Temple built during King Solomon’s reign. But bigger and more beautiful is not always better. What you do for God Almighty may seem small and insignificant at the time; this has been the experience at HSAPM.ORG, but God Almighty rejoices in what is right, not necessarily in what is big. My friends, we are to be faithful in the small opportunities. Begin where you are now and do what you are guided in the Word of God Almighty to do, and leave the results to God Almighty.

14. The anointed ones in this passage are Joshua and Zerubbabel, dedicated to this special task of completing the building of the Temple. Also, we know that in Revelation 11:3, two prophets or witnesses will arise to prophesy to the nations during the time of tribulation. They will be killed but will rise again and return to heaven. Our Lord Jesus Christ emptied himself, to fill us; his precious blood is the golden oil in which we are supplied through His Spirit with all we need. This is the answer that was given to Zechariah’s inquiry. 

Now again the angel obliged the prophet expressly to admit his ignorance, before he informed him, "Knowest thou not what these are?” That is if you know the church to be the candlestick, can’t you discern of the olive-trees as the one that supplies it with oil, to be any other than the grace of God Almighty?’’ (John 15:1-2). But the prophet either did not fully understand it or was afraid he did not rightly understand it. ”I said, No, my Lord, how should I, except someone guide me? And then He told him that these are the two sons of oil, the two anointed ones, rather, the two oily ones (Isaiah 5:1). 

Therefore, if by the candlestick we understand the Church of the first-born, of true believers in Jesus Christ, then these sons of oil are Jesus Christ and the Spirit, the Redeemer, and the Comforter. Jesus Christ is not only the Messiah, the Anointed One himself, but he is the good olive to his church; and from his fullness, we receive (John. 1:16), and the Holy Spirit is the unction or anointing which we have received (1 John. 2:20, 1 John. 2:27). 
From Jesus Christ, the olive tree, by the Spirit, the olive branch, all the golden oil of grace is communicated to believers in Jesus Christ, which keeps their lamps burning, and without a constant supply of which they would soon go out. They stand by the Lord of the whole earth, who is particularly the Lord and the Head of His Church; for the Son was to be sent by the Father, and so was the Holy Ghost, in the time appointed, and they stand by him ready to go (John 14:15-17).
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