Sabbath Day Sermon of February 18, 2017
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Jesus Speaks About Hypocrisy
Luke Chapter 12

As Jesus watched the huge crowds waiting to hear him, he warned his disciples against the hypocrisy of the Pharisees, that is, trying to appear good when one’s heart is far from God Almighty. The Pharisees could not keep their attitudes hidden forever. Their selfishness would grow like yeast and soon they would expose themselves for what they really were: power hungry imposters, not devoted faithful leaders to God Almighty. It is easy to be angry at the blatant hypocrisy of the Pharisees, but each of us must resist the temptation to settle for the appearance of respectability when our hearts are far from God Almighty.
In warning against the hypocrisy of the Pharisees, Jesus wants everyone who claims to be his follower to know that he is opposed to the same sin among all those who profess to be Christians. Good followers of Jesus Christ must be warned against this sin, remembering that nothing is covered that will not be revealed. Unless it is confessed, what is done in the darkness will in due time be made known in the light.
Fear of opposition or ridicule can weaken our witness for Jesus Christ. Often to avoid conflict which results from preaching the Gospel, we cling to peace and comfort, even at the cost of our walk with God Almighty. Jesus reminds us here that we should fear God who controls eternal, not merely temporal, consequences. Do not allow fear of a person or group to keep you from standing up for Jesus Christ. Our true value is God Almighty’s estimate of our worth not that of our peers. Other people evaluate and categorize us according to how we perform, what we achieve, and how we look. But God Almighty cares for us as for all his creatures, because we belong to him. So we can face life without fear.
We deny Jesus when we hope no one will find out we are Christians, and decide not to speak up for what is right, are silent about our relationship with God Almighty, blend into society, and accept our culture’s non-Christian values. By contrast we acknowledge him when we live a moral, upright, Jesus Christ’s honoring life, look for opportunity to share our faith with others, help others in need, take a stand for justice, love others, acknowledge our loyalty to Jesus Christ, and use our love and resources to carry out Jesus desires rather than our own.
Those who do not believe in the reality of hell usually entertain one of three views which negate its existence (1) annihilationism, which says God Almighty is too loving to permit people to suffer forever, therefore he annihilates their souls at some point after physical death; (2) restoration, which in Judaism and Catholicism teaches that God Almighty cannot condemn people to eternal punishment forever. But that after they have spent some time in purgatory which of course is hell, so he ultimately restores them to fellowship with himself in heaven, no matter how long it takes to do so; (3) presentism, which teaches that people experience their heaven or hell here on earth during this life, with rewards or retribution meted out in the here and now. If you know your Bible, you would immediately recognize that all these views are false. The Bible teaches the reality of the eternal Gehenna or hell, symbolized by the Lake of Fire. That you do not believe in the reality of the Lake of Fire does not negate the reality of its existence. The Bible says it is there, Jesus says it is there, that is good enough for those that would be wise to choose not to there by accepting the finished work of Jesus Christ (John 19:28-30).
10-12. Jesus said that the sin of blasphemy against the Holy Ghost is unforgivable. This has worried many sincere Christians, but it does not need to. The unforgivable sin involves a deliberate and ongoing rejection of the Holy Spirit’s work and thus of God Almighty himself. A person who has committed this sin has shut himself or herself off from God so thoroughly that he or she is unaware of any sin at all. A person who fears having committed it shows, by his or her very concern, that he or she has not sinned in this way. One has the potential of committing this sin if when their unconfessed sins are mentioned they get offended instead of humbling themselves and thanking God Almighty for revealing them so they may confess them and be forgiven. 
Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit would supply the needed words. The disciple's testimony might not make them look impressive, but it would still point out God’s work in the world through Jesus’ life. We need to pray for opportunities to speak for God, and then trust him to help us with our words. This promise of courage, however, does not compensate for the lack of preparation. Remember that these disciples had three years of teaching and practical application. We must study God Almighty’s Word. Then God will bring his truths to mind when we most need them, helping us present them in the most effective way.

13-16. Problems like this were often brought to the rabbis for them to settle. Jesus response, though not directly to the topic, is not a change of subject. Rather, Jesus is pointing to the higher issue, that is, a correct attitude toward the accumulation of wealth. Life is more than material goods; far more important is our relationship with God Almighty. Jesus actually put his finger on this question’s heart. When we bring problems to God in prayer he often responds in the same way, showing us how we need to change and grow in our attitude toward the problem. This answer is often not the one we were looking for, but it is more effective.
Jesus says that the good life has nothing to do with being wealthy, so beware of covetousness or greedy desire for what you do not have. This is the exact opposite of what society usually says. Advertisers spend millions of dollars to entice us to think that if we buy more and more of their products; we will be happier, more in tune, more comfortable. How should you respond to the constant pressure to buy? My friends learn to tune out expensive enticements and concentrate on the truly good life which is living in a relationship with God Almighty doing his work.

Worldliness concerns itself with this life and its material aspects. Jesus warns against this attitude, which always involves covetousness. Scripture does not teach that wealth per se is evil, nor does it endorse a disregard of life’s practical considerations. But when wealth becomes an end in itself, it is a snare and a sin. If you are a true Christian and wealthy, you must take special precautions, since material possessions constitute a source of temptation. 

17-21. The man in Jesus’ story died before he could begin to use what was stored in his big barns. Planning for retirement, that is, preparing for life before death is wise, but neglecting life after death is disastrous. If you accumulate wealth only to enrich yourself, with no concern for helping others, you will enter eternity empty-handed; assuming you will be going to heaven.

If we may ask, why do you save money? Is it to buy more expensive cars or toys? Is it for security? Jesus challenges you to think beyond earthbound goals to use what we have been given for God’s Kingdom. Faith, service, and obedience are the way to get rich with God Almighty.
22-30. Jesus commanded us not to worry. If you ask, “But how can we avoid it? Only faith can free you from the anxiety caused by greed and covetousness. It is good to work and plan responsibly; it is bad to dwell on all the ways our planning could go wrong. Worry is pointless because it cannot fill any of our needs; worry is foolish because the Creator of the universe loves you and knows what you need. He promises to meet your real needs, but not necessarily all your desires or wants. 

Seeking the Kingdom of God Almighty means making Jesus the Lord and King of your life. He must control every area, your work, your play, your plans, and your relationships. My friend is the Kingdom of God only one of your many concerns, or is it central to all you do? Are you holding back any areas of your life from God’s control? As your Father, Lord, and Creator, he wants to help provide what you need as well as a guide how you use what he provides. God Almighty has already done for true believers the greater thing; he has given them eternal life, and he who has done the greater can also do the lesser. He will provide food and drink for his people so that they need not be anxious about the things of this life.

31-33. Money seen as an end in itself will quickly trap you and cut you off from both God and the needy. The key to using money wisely is to see how much you can use it for God’s purposes, not how much you can accumulate for yourself. Does God Almighty’s love touch your wallet? Does your money free you to help others? If so, you are storing up lasting treasures in heaven. If your financial goals and possessions hinder you from giving, loving others, or serving God; sell what you must to bring your life into perspective. “Sell that you have, and give alms,” says Jesus, meaning to give and give again, every time God Almighty brings you into touch with someone in real need.
If you put your money in your business, your thoughts will center on making the business profitable. If you direct it toward other people, you will become concerned with their welfare. My friends where do you put your time, your money, and your strength? What do you think about most? How should you change the way you use your resources in order to reflect God’s Kingdom values more accurately?
34-40. Jesus repeatedly said he would leave this world but would return at some future time. Jesus Christ’s return at an unexpected time is not a trap, a trick by which God hopes to catch you off guard. In fact, God is delaying his return so more people will have a better chance to follow Jesus (2 Peter 3:9). During this time before his return, we have the opportunity to live out our beliefs and to reflect Jesus’ love as we relate to others. The parable of the faithful and wise steward stresses the necessity for faithfully discharging one’s obligations as a servant. Jesus warns that the delay in the return of the master is no excuse for slothfulness or taking one’s ease. He emphasizes the time of judgment when the master rewards faithfulness and fittingly punishes a lack of it.

People who are ready for their Lord’s return are not hypocritical, but sincere, not fearful, but ready to witness, not anxious, but trusting, not greedy, but generous, not lazy, but diligent. My friend, is your life growing more lives for Jesus Christ so that when he comes, you will be ready to greet him joyfully? If not, start today, because what you do not want to happen is to meet him empty handed. Jesus promises a reward to those who have been faithful to the Master. While we sometimes experience immediate and material rewards for our obedience to God, this is not always the case. If so, we would be tempted to boast about our achievements and do good only for what we get. Jesus said that if we look for rewards now, we will lose them later (Mark 8:36). Our heavenly rewards will be the most accurate reflection of what we have done on earth and far greater than we can imagine.

Jesus has told us how to live until he returns. We must watch for him, work diligently, and obey his commands. Such attitudes are especially necessary for leaders. Watchful and faithful leaders will be given increased opportunities and responsibilities. The more resources, talent, and understanding we have, the more responsible we are to use them effectively. God will not hold us responsible for gifts he has not given us, but all of us have enough gifts and duties to keep us busy until Jesus returns.

The “baptism” to which Jesus referred was his coming crucifixion. He was dreading the physical pain, of course, but even worse would be the spiritual pain of complete separation from God Almighty that would accompany his death for the sins of the world. In these strange and unsettling words, Jesus revealed that his coming often results in conflict. Jesus affirms that the effect of gospel preaching will be divisive. It will even reach into private families and divide its members. Unbelievers in the family will be provoked, will hate, persecute, and condemn the believing members of the family. Jesus demands a response, and close groups can be torn apart when some choose to follow and others refuse to do so. There is no middle ground with Jesus. Loyalties must be declared and commitments made, sometimes to the severing of other relationships.  My friend, are you willing to risk your family’s approval in order to gain eternal life? Remember, you are either with Jesus or you are with Satan, and there is no neutrality.
For most of recorded history, the world's principal occupation was farming. The farmer depended directly on the weather for his livelihood. He needed just the right amounts of sun and rain, not too much, not too little, to make his living, and he grew skilled in interpreting natural signs. Jesus was announcing an earthshaking event that would be much more important than the year’s crops. The coming of God’s Kingdom. The Kingdom, like a rainstorm of a sunny day, was giving signs that it would soon arrive. But Jesus’ hearers, though skilled at interpreting weather signs, were intentionally ignoring the signs of the times. 

Jesus warns that those who do not wish to be locked up in an everlasting prison, should act wisely today and start a savings account in the Kingdom of heaven before it is too late to do so. “I tell you, you shall not depart thence, that is from prison, till you have paid the very last of your debt,” says Jesus Christ. You can wait to pay your debt yourself in hell or you can choose to accept the finished work of Jesus on the Cross, and be freed of your debt you would have to pay in the everlasting prison if you rejected Jesus and his Gospel at the time of your death on earth (Mark 9:44).
Holy Spirit Advantage Prophetic Ministries®

Scripture Reading Online
http://av1611.com/kjbp/kjv-bible-text/index.html
http://www.hsapm.org/radio1.html
Online Bible by HSAPM for Windows 8.1
http://www.hsapm.org/rss
