Sabbath Day Sermon of February 15, 2020
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Be Thou Renewed from Day To Day in Jesus Christ
2 Corinthians Chapter 4:16
As Christians, the reason we are not faint although we are troubled on every side, distressed, perplexed, persecuted, cast down, is because we bear about in the body the dying of Jesus Christ that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. Even though sometimes we think we are at the end of our rope, we are never at the end of hope. It is faith that keeps us from fainting. No doubt, our perishable body is subject to sin and suffering, but God Almighty never abandons us. He promised never to leave us comfortless; because Jesus Christ has won the victory over death, we have eternal life. All our risks, humiliations, and trials are opportunities for Jesus Christ to demonstrate his power and presence through us.

As Christians, we must expect to face suffering, trials, and distress as we preach and spread the Good News of Jesus Christ. We must not faint if we know that we have the assurance that all our troubles would one day be over and we would obtain God Almighty’s rest and rewards. My friends remember that as you face great troubles, it’s easy to focus on the pain rather than on your ultimate goal. Christians as co-workers with Jesus Christ must concentrate on the reward for our faith and the joy that lasts forever. 

As true Christians no matter what happens to us in this life, we have the assurance of eternal life, when all pains and suffering will end. The sting of suffering is the severe strain it puts on faith. It tests belief both in a just God Almighty and in the efficacy of redemption. Faith looks at life from the long view, not the short one. Afflictions are temporary and limited. The wise Christian looks at the things unseen, which are eternal; and so he or she labors in this temporary world with the sure knowledge that what lies before him or she is infinitely greater than anything he or she dreamed of. Thus whatever we suffer in this life means nothing in the light of eternity.

It is easy to lose heart and quit. We all have faced problems in our relationships or work that have caused us to think about giving up. Rather than quitting when persecution wore us down, as true Christians, we must concentrate on the inner strength that comes from the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 3:16). You must not let fatigue, pain, or criticism force you off the job. Renew your commitment to serving Jesus Christ. Keeping the eternal life you have received in Jesus Christ should take priority in everything you do. Don’t forsake your eternal reward because of the intensity of today’s pain and or a particular prayer request to the Lord you would like answered; for in God Almighty’s time, all will be well.
Your very weakness allows the resurrection power of Jesus Christ to strengthen you moment by moment. For when we are weak, that is when we are strong in Jesus Christ. As soldiers of the cross, we must continue to stand up for Jesus; we must continue to advance against the enemy, never retreating or digging in and holding our grounds. In the name of Jesus, we must maintain our constant advancement against the enemy, walking in the light of God Almighty. 

If you need help understanding how to keep your inner renewal going from day today. There is one lesson that most of us may not have learned when we came to Jesus Christ, especially the young Christians of our day. Christians should learn, namely this: the absolute necessity of fellowship with Jesus each day. 

If you ask, “Did you say each day?” Yes, each day! This lesson is not always taught at the beginning of the Christian life, nor is it always understood by the young Christians today. The Christian man or woman should realize that the grace he or she has received of the forgiveness of sins, or acceptance as God Almighty’s child, or joy in the Holy Spirit, can only be preserved by the daily renewal in fellowship with Jesus Christ Himself.

Because this truth is not taught at the beginning of one's Christian life, many Christians backslide. They are unable to stand against the temptations of the world, or of their old nature that is slowly and silently creeping in upon them---back into their lives. They strive to do their best to fight against sin, and to serve God Almighty at the same time, but they have no strength and no power. 

They have no strength and no power because they have never really grasped the secret of keeping the eternal life they have received: The Lord Jesus will every day from heaven continue to do His work in us. But on one condition, that the soul must give Him time each day to impart His love and His grace. Time alone with the Lord Jesus each day is the indispensable condition of growth, strength and power. 

In Matthew 11:25-30, Jesus mentions two kinds of people in prayer: the supposedly wise, arrogant in their knowledge, and the babes, humbly open to receive the truth of God Almighty’s Word. My friends, which one of these two persons are you in this illustration? Are you wise in your knowledge, or do you seek the truth in childlike faith, realizing that only God Almighty holds all the answers? To know the truth, you must stay very close to Jesus, then you can learn and ask your questions, and they will be answered (John 14: 13-14).

In the Old Testament, “know” means more than knowledge. It implies an intimate relationship. The communion between Almighty Father and God the Son is the core of their relationship. For anyone else to know God Almighty, He must reveal Himself to that person, by His Son’s choice (John 14:6; 6:44). How fortunate we are that Jesus Christ has revealed God Almighty to us, as well as his truth and how we can know Him, the Almighty Father (John 17:1-26).

Jesus says, “Take my yoke upon you.” He offers his yoke to those who are under the yoke of Satan in their condemnation (John 3:18-21). A yoke is a heavy wooden harness that fits over the shoulders of an ox or oxen. It is attached to a piece of equipment the oxen are to pull. A “heavy laden” animal has a big load to pull. A heavy laden person may be burdened with: (1) sin, (2) excessive demands of false religion, (3) oppression and persecution, or (4) weariness in the search for God Almighty.

Now listen with us to Jesus’ word: “Come unto me, and I will give you rest. Learn of Me, and ye shall find rest unto your souls.” Jesus frees people from all these burdens. The rest that Jesus promises is love, healing, and peace with God Almighty, not the end of all labor. A relationship with God Almighty changes meaningless toil into spiritual productivity and purpose.

 If you are reading this message and you need help on anything or on whatever you are going through, we urge you to come to Jesus! Come to Jesus today and He will teach you just how meek and humble He is. My friends, bow before Him, tell Him that you long for Him and His love. His love is kind and faithful, He will let His love rest on you, and your life will feel brand new. This is a thought not only for young Christians, but for all who love the Lord, and this message would fain help those who desire to live this life of fellowship with Jesus Christ.

Now we will try to put this message as clearly, as lovingly, and as urgently as possible. For Jesus Christ’s sake, and to please Him; for our own sake, and to enable us to enjoy this blessed experience each day, let us learn the lesson, to spend time each day, without exception, in fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ. So will your inner man or woman be renewed from day to day.
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