 
Sabbath Day Sermon of February 13, 2021.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop
Our Hope In the Sacrifice of Jesus Christ
Hebrews Chapter 5: [7] KJV.
In the passage of our today’s Sabbath Day sermon, we would explore the notion of Jesus Christ as High Priest. By this point, the Scripture identifies Jesus Christ as High Priest several times, but we would in this study explain or justify this notion, by showing how the definition fits Jesus Christ.
This study stresses both Jesus Christ’s divine appointment and His humanity. Speaking of His humanity in the sense that even Satan confessed in a conversation with one of his trusted agents who is now in Jesus Christ, how not only could he and his demon forces were able to stop Him from resurrecting, but that “The most important aspect of it is that He died and rose from the dead on the third day and He ascended into Heaven with the flesh, which nobody has ever done.”
[bookmark: _Hlk64104432]The passage uses Old Testament Scripture to show Jesus’s divine appointment: Psalms 2:7 and 110:4. In the days when the book of Hebrews was written, the Romans chose the High Priest in Jerusalem. In the Old Testament, however, God Almighty chose Aaron, and only his descendants could be high priests. Jesus, the “seed” of Abraham, the Aaron, was chosen of God Almighty.
In the first ten verses, we need to recognize the structure used in the passage. It first defines a high priest by stating three qualifications, which he derives from an interpretation of the passages relevant to Israelite worship in the Pentateuch or Old Testament. The High Priest is the descendant of Levi described there, and Jesus fulfills the proper conditions and meets the qualifications as stated in verses 1-4: [1] the high priest is chosen from human beings and represents them in the sacrifice he offers; [2] he can perform his representative function because he shares in human weakness; [3] he is called to this office by God Almighty and by His own choice. 
[bookmark: _Hlk64104470]5-10. Here we would show how Jesus Christ meets these qualifications but in reverse order. Also, they introduce a new element of comparison, the priesthood of the shadowy figure Melchizedek, who is formally discussed in the 7th chapter of Hebrews. First, Jesus Christ did not assume the office of the high priest, but He received it from God Almighty, as the Scripture attests, understanding Psalm 2:7 and 110:4 as addressed to him. Verses 7-9 demonstrate the solidarity of Jesus Christ with human beings in the weakness of the flesh, but without sin. Thus he cannot offer “sin offering for himself as well as for the people.” However, the role of Jesus Christ as the representative of the people for whom as high priest he offers sacrifice with His life for our sins. He is the Lamb offered for the sins of all people (Hebrews 10: 4-10; John 1:29; Revelation 5:6-14). His intercession was so effective that he became the only source of salvation for others. 
[bookmark: _Hlk64104505][bookmark: _Hlk64104534]In the verse of our study, Hebrews 5:7, Jesus was in agony as he prepared to face death (Luke 22:21-44). Although He cried out to God Almighty, He was prepared to suffer humiliation, separation from the Father, and death to do God Almighty’s will. At times we will undergo trials, not because we want to suffer, but because we want to obey God Almighty. Let Jesus’ obedience sustain and encourage you in times of trial (John 10:17-18). You can face anything the devil directs your way when you know Jesus Christ is with you. If you have ever felt that God Almighty didn’t hear your prayer. Be sure you are praying with an obedient spirit, willing to do what God Almighty wants. God Almighty responds to his obedient children.
Jesus Christ, as Head, is, Intercessor in heaven; we as the members of His Body, are partners with Him on earth. Now, let no one imagine that it cost Jesus Christ nothing to become an intercessor. He could not without this be our example. We read of Him in Isaiah 53:10-12: “When Thou shall make His soul an offering for sin. He shall see His seed. . . He shall see of the travail of His soul. . . I will divide Him a portion with the great because He hath poured out His soul unto death. Observe the thrice-repeated expression regarding the pouring out of His soul. 
“By his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many,” tells of the enormous family of believers who will become righteous, not by their works, but by the Messiah’s great work on the cross. They are counted righteous because they have claimed Jesus Christ the righteous Servant, as their Savior and Lord. Their life of sin is stripped away, and they are clothed with Jesus Christ’s goodness.
The pouring out of the soul, that is, the Divine meaning of intercession. Nothing less than this was needed if His sacrifice and prayer were to have power with God Almighty. This giving of Himself over to live and die in the flesh that He might save the perishing was a revelation of the Spirit that has the power to prevail with God Almighty.
[bookmark: _Hlk64104604]The question for those of us that would sometimes murmur or feel discouraged for whatever reason is; if we are helpers and fellow-laborers with the Lord Jesus Christ are to share His power of intercession, don’t you think there will need to be with us too, the travail of the soul that was with Him, the giving up of our life and its pleasures for the one supreme work of interceding for our fellow men and women? Intercession must not be a passing interest for a true Christian; it must become an ever-growing object of the intense desire, for which above everything we long and live. It is the life of consecration and self-sacrifice that will indeed give power for intercession (Acts 15:26; 20:24’ Philippians 2:17; Revelation 12:11).
The more we focus on this blessed truth and think of what it means to exercise this power for the glory of God Almighty and the salvation of men, the deeper will become our conviction that it is worth giving up everything to take part with Jesus Christ in His work of intercession. 
If you and I are willing, the blessed Jesus Christ is pleased to teach you and me, how to unite with Him in calling upon God Almighty for the souls He has bought. Lord Jesus, let thy love fill us and all Thy saints, that we may learn to plead for the power of Thy Holy Spirit to be made known to us all. Amen. 
We must understand that the name of Jesus is the power of Intercession. During Jesus Christ’s life upon earth, the disciples had known but little of the power of prayer. In Gethsemane, Peter and the others had utterly failed. They had no conception of what it was to ask in the name of Jesus and to receive. The Lord Jesus promised them that in that day which was coming they would be able to pray with such a power in His name, that they might ask what they would, and it should be given to them.
In John 16:24, 26, Jesus says, “Hitherto have ye asked nothing in My name. At that day ye shall ask in My name; ask and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full.” The day Jesus referred will be after his resurrection and He is seated on the right hand of the Father as glorified.
“Hitherto nothing.” “In that day ye shall ask in My name and shall receive.” These two conditions are still found in the Church, the body of Jesus Christ. Unfortunately, with the great majority of Christians, there is such a lack of knowledge of their oneness with Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit as the Spirit of prayer, that they do not even attempt to claim the wonderful promises Jesus Christ here gives. But if God Almighty’s children would study the Word to know what it is to abide in Jesus Christ and vital union with Him, and to yield to the Holy Spirit’s teaching, we would all begin to learn that our intercession avails much and that God Almighty will give the power of His Spirit in answer to our prayer.
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is faith in the power of Jesus’ name, and as His children, it is our right to use it, that will give us the courage to follow on where God Almighty invites us to the holy office of intercessors. When our Lord Jesus Christ, in His farewell discourse, gave His unlimited prayer promise, he sent the disciples out into the world with the consciousness: “He who sits upon the throne, who lives forever, and who lives in my heart, has promised that what I ask in His name I shall receive. He will do it.”
My friends, if we Christians but knew what it is to yield ourselves wholly and absolutely to Jesus Christ and His service, how our eyes would be opened. We would see that intense and unceasing prayerfulness is the essential mark of the healthy spiritual life and that the power of all prevailing intercession will indeed be the portion of those who live only in and for their Lord.
We pray that our Lord Jesus Christ and Savior, give us the grace of the Holy Spirit, so to live in Him, and with Him, and for Him, that we may boldly look to Him for the assurance that our prayers are heard. Amen.
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