Sabbath Day Sermon of February 11, 2017

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Let Everything that Has Breath Praise God Almighty
Psalm Chapters 148-150
In Psalm 148 all praise is directed toward God Almighty as the Creator. This song tells us who should sing their hallelujahs to the LORD. The angelic hosts are called to sing Hallelujahs to the Lord God Almighty. The angelic hosts are called to praise him. So are the sun, moon, and myriad of stars that cover the heavens. Let the monsters of the deep, mountains and fruit trees, hail, fire, and snow sing the divine praises. Let the young and the old, the kings and all the rulers of each resound His praises. Above all, let His people, that is, you and I sing forth in praise to our Almighty Father. So shall His people do the same at all times, under all circumstances and through all the ages? 
If you haven't realized it yet, all creation is like a majestic symphony or a great choir composed of many harmonious parts that together offer up songs of praise. Each part though independent, yet part of the whole is caught up and carried along in the swelling tides of praise of God Almighty. This is a picture of how we as believers should praise God individually, yet as part of the great choir of faithful believers worldwide. My friends, are you singing your praise in the worldwide choir of praise to God Almighty? If not, you ought to start today before there will be no time left for you to do so.
If Psalm 148 was an invitation to offer praise directed toward God Almighty as the Creator, Psalm 149 continues with the invitation to sing praise to God Almighty who is also the Redeemer. It looks first toward God Almighty’s redeemed in the Old Testament, but it is apparent that the theme of God Almighty as Redeemer extends to all ages, particularly to the Church of Jesus Christ since the day of Pentecost. Yes! we have all been invited to praise God Almighty, but if you are not sure how to go about it, Psalm 149 tells of the several ways you can praise the LORD: in the dance, with the voice, with musical instruments, and rejoicing all the time. God Almighty enjoys his people, and we should enjoy praising and rejoicing in  Him, our Father in heaven.
Now, what other ways are we to praise Him? We must praise him in the firmament of his power, that is, “in the heavens, he made with mighty power.” We his faithful are to praise His holy name. We are to praise him in our lying down, in his Congregation and in the streets, that is, in our going out and in our coming in. We are to use every instrument from the trumpet and saxophone to the harp and all the stringed instruments, including the violin and piano. We are to use the drums that thunder and cymbals that clang. Everything that has breath is commanded to praise the LORD. My friends, to avoid the consequences of an eternal death, you must do it, that is, praise the LORD God Almighty before you take your last breath on earth. 
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