Sabbath Day Sermon of February 10, 2018
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Rewards for Those Who Overcome
Revelation Chapter 2

In the Lord’s message to the churches this statement is made and repeated over and over for all who have ears to hear that to inherit the Kingdom of Heaven, require that you overcome the world. In other words, you must be triumph in this battle for heaven and earth that started before every one of us was born into this world. In Revelation chapter 2 verses 7 we read: “He that hath an ear to hear let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the Churches; to him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God Almighty.” In chapter 2 verse 11 we read: “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.”
In chapter 2 verse 17 we read: “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the Churches; to him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it. In chapter 2 verse 26 we read: “And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations. In chapter 2 verse 29 we read: “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the Churches.”
In one of the recent sermons we tried to answer the question everyone seem to ask which is “Why are we here; Why did God Almighty send all of us down here.” We concluded in our quest that as soldiers we are here to regain the paradise lost, having received the power through Jesus Christ as sons and daughter of Almighty God (John 1:12), we are to continue to advance against our common enemy Satan also know as lucifer by his fools and self-styled luciferians. 
First, to overcome in this battle you must remember from where you are fallen, and repent, and do the first works which is your first love. Work for God Almighty must be motivated by love for God Almighty, or it will not last. Just as when a man and woman fall in love, so also new believers rejoice at their newfound forgiveness. But when you lost sight of the seriousness of sin, you begin to lose the thrill of your forgiveness. In the first steps of your Christian life, you may have had enthusiasm without knowledge. Do you have knowledge without enthusiasm? Both are necessary if you are to keep the love for God Almighty intense and untarnished.

The Scripture encourages believers, when facing persecution and pressure, to persevere in our Christian faith and conduct. We do not usually think of suffering as good for us, but it can build our character and our patience. During time of great stress, we may feel God Almighty’s presence more clearly and find help from Christians we never thought would care. Knowing that Jesus is with us in our suffering and that he will return one day to put an end to all pain should help you grow in your faith and your relationship with him (Hebrews 10:32, 35; Romans 5:3-5). My friends do you love God Almighty with the same favor as when you were a new Christian? Or do you now rationalize by ascribing your acts, opinions, to God Almighty’s truth.

To “overcome” is to be victorious by believing, persevering, remaining faithful, and living as one who follows and obeys Jesus Christ. Such a life brings great rewards. Two trees were in the Paradise we had lost: the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Eating from the tree of life brought eternal life with God Almighty. Eating from the tree of knowledge brought realization of good and evil, and this will barre a person from eating from the tree of life. The good news is that eventually, evil will be destroyed and believers will be brought into a restored or regained paradise. In the new earth, everyone who had overcome shall eat from the tree of life and will live forever.
9-15. Pain is part of life, but it is never easy to suffer, no matter what the cause. Jesus commended the believers for their faith in suffering. He then encouraged them that they did not need to fear the future if they remained faithful. My friends if you are experiencing difficult times, do not let them turn you away from God Almighty. Instead let them draw you toward greater faithfulness. Trust God Almighty and remember your heavenly reward (Revelation 22:12-14).
Persecution comes from Satan the leader of the opposing force that we are here to battle. In this battle, Satan the devil, will cause some of us to be thrown into prison and even killed. But believers need not fear death, because it will result in our receiving the crown of life. Satan may harm our earthly bodies, but he can do them no spiritual harm. The “Synagogue of satan” means those Jews who served and those do serve satan’s purposes, not God Almighty’s when they gathered to worship.
 “Ten days” means that although persecution will be intense, it will be relatively short. It has a definite beginning and end, and God Almighty remains in complete control. It should be to try believers, not to destroy them, that their faith, and patience, and courage, might be proved and improved, and be found to honor and glory.  By proposing and promising a glorious reward to their fidelity: “Be thou faithful to death, and I will give thee a crown of life.” A crown of life, to reward those who are faithful even unto death, who are faithful till they die, and who part with life itself in fidelity to Jesus Christ. The life so worn out in his service, or laid down in his cause, shall be rewarded with another and a much better life that shall be eternal. Believers and unbelievers alike experience physical death. However, all people will be resurrected, but believers will be resurrected to eternal life with God Almighty while unbelievers will be resurrected to be punished with a second death, eternal separation from God Almighty (Revelation 20:14; 21:8; 27; 222:15).
It was not easy for Christians in Pergamum. Believers experienced great pressure as it has become in our world today to compromise or leave the faith. Unfortunately, in Pergamum as it is in our churches today, some in the Church were tolerating those who taught or practiced what Jesus Christ opposed. Compromise can be defined as ‘blending qualities of two different things” or “a concession of principles.”

True Christians may cooperate with people as much as they can, but we  must avoid any alliance, partnership, or participation in what could lead to immoral practices (1 Corinthians 6:14-17).  There may be room for differences of opinion among Christians in some areas, but there is no room for heresy and moral impurity. It is possible that your neighborhood may not participate in idol feasts like Christmas, Easter, Halloween, and all other pagan festivals, but it probably has pornography, sexual sin, homosexuality and lesbianism, cheating, gossiping, and lying. Do not tolerate sin by bowing to the pressure to be open-minded and team player.

16-29. the“sword” is God Almighty’s judgment against rebellious nations (Revelations 19:15, 21) and all forms of sin. Hidden manna suggests the spiritual nourishment the faithful believers will receive. As the Israelites traveled toward the Promised Land, God almighty provided manna from heaven for their physical nourishment (Exodus 16:13-18). Jesus, as the Bread of life (John 6:51), provides spiritual nourishment that satisfies our deepest hunger.
The “depths of satan” were and are still false teachings advocated by heretics, or secret insights by fake believers ‘guaranteed” to promote deeper spiritual life as we see on TV about the consciousness; the several dimensions and how to become little gods. What these seducers called their doctrines—depths, profound mysteries, amusing the people, and endeavoring to persuade them that they had a deeper insight into religion in the worship of the dead than their own fake teachers had attained. What Jesus Christ called them: “depths of satan.” Satanical delusions and devices, diabolical mysteries; for there is a mystery of iniquity, as well and the great mystery of godliness. It is a dangerous thing to despise the mystery of God Almighty, and it is as dangerous to receive the mysteries of Satan. The Christian should hold tightly to the basics of our Christian faith and view with caution and counsel any new teaching that takes him or her away from the Word of God, and the fellowship of the congregation, or our basic confession of faith.

The benefits of overcoming having been stated, Jesus says that the victorious ones, that is, those who remain faithful until the end and continue to please him, will rule over his enemies and reign with him as he judges evil, when his enemies are “broken to shivers” (Psalm 2:8-9; Isaiah 30:14; Jeremiah 19:11; 1 Corinthians 6:2, 3; Revelation 12:5; 19:15; 20:3-4).  Jesus is the morning star, for when the world is at its bleakest point, Jesus will burst onto the scene, exposing evil with his light, truth, and bringing his promised reward. Jesus brings day light with him into the soul, the light of grace and of glory, and he will give his people that perfection of light and wisdom which is requisite to the state of dignity and dominion that the believers shall have in the morning of the resurrection.
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