Sabbath Day Sermon of December 8, 2018.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Psalm Chapter 113

The Scope of God Almighty’s Care
This Psalm begins and ends with the word “Hallelujah” The purpose of the praise is to promote and forward the best works of faith, which is to praise God Almighty. For example, this is the very hymn that Jesus and the disciples sang as they left the upper room, and it was a part of the Old Testament (Mark 14:26). 
We know this because it was the Scripture we now know as Psalms 113-118. This was the traditional hymn called the great “Hallel” that was sung at the close of the Passover Feast. Hallel is the Hebrew word for "Praise to God Almighty" and these psalms chapters 113 -118 focus on one theme: Hallelujah! It is significant that the closing verse of the great Hallel includes these words, "Bind the festal sacrifice with cords to the horns of the altar," (Psalms 118:27b). 

Christians sometimes speak of “the priesthood of all believers.” In Old Testament times, people did not approach God Almighty directly. A priest acted as intermediary between God Almighty and sinful man. With Jesus Christ’s victory over sin on the Cross, that changed. Now we can in Jesus Christ come directly into God Almighty’s presence without fear (Hebrew 4:16), and we are given the responsibility of bringing others to Him (2 Corinthians 5:18-21). As true Christians we are united with Jesus Christ, and are joined in his priestly work of reconciling God Almighty and man (Revelation 4:9-10).

The hymn exhorts the servants and worshipers of the LORD to praise the divine name, that is, the way in which is presented to the world. The name is especially manifest in the celebrations of the Congregation. But since God is over all things, praise cannot be confined to a particular time or place, for that time has come when those who would worship, will worship God Almighty in truth and in spirit.  God Almighty, the Father of Jesus Christ, and of all true Christians, acts in the heavens above and on the earth below. We are exhorted to celebrate God Almighty the acting judge. In the Bible, to judge is not to render an impartial verdict from afar but to right wrongs and relieve the poor and the oppressed.

The invitation to praise the LORD is very pressing: praise you the Lord, and again and again, Praise him, praise him; blessed be his name, for His name is to be praised. This intimates, (1) That praising God Almighty is a necessary and most excellent duty, greatly pleasing to God Almighty, and should have a prominent place in our worship to God Almighty. (2) That praising God Almighty is a duty we should much abound in, in which we should remain faithfully employed and focused on our growth. (3) That praising God Almighty is work in which we are very lacking or have made less than normal progress, and which we need to be engaged and excited to do by precept upon precept and line upon line. (4) That those who have cultivated the habit to praising God Almighty themselves will court others to join them to praise the LORD. 
In consideration of the amount of work it is to spread the Gospel, if we should at any time find the weight of the work to be heavy, all the help we would need is available. If only we would tell others who are not yet engaged in the Fathers business to come home and share in the benefits by coming to Jesus. In our Father’s house, there is employment for all hearts, all hands.  Remember that if we find pleasure in our Father’s work, we would wish all our friends and all the people to share in it. 
No doubt, the invitation is very extensive from whom God Almighty has praise. He receives praise from his own people; we are here called upon to praise God Almighty, as those that will answer the call: Praise, O you servants of the Lord! We have the most reason to praise him; for those that obey him and call upon Him as his servants know him best and receive most of his favors.
We must bless the Lord in our day when we still have time to do it, by lifting up our hands to Him. Blessed be his name now and always. From all places, from the rising of the sun to the going down of the same, that is, throughout the whole earth. 

Let all that enjoy the benefit of the sun rising and the setting of the sun give thanks to the Father of lights. God Almighty’s name is to be praised. God Almighty’s name is to be praised by all nations; for in every place, from east to west, God Almighty reveals his nature and personal qualities through creation, even though nature’s testimony has been distorted by Adam’s fall. In ourselves, can be seen the manifest proofs and products of his wisdom, power, and goodness.  It is sad that so great a part of mankind are still ignorant of him, as they continue to worship demon gods in many nations.
5-6. If we would look around with an eye of observation, we would see how extensive his goodness is on the earth, and mention that to his praise. He is God Almighty who exalts himself to dwell, who humbles himself in heaven, and in the earth. He exalts himself to dwell in heaven, he humbles himself to behold on earth; but the sense is plain enough as we take it. God Almighty exalts himself and humbles himself, both are his own act and deed; as he is self-existent, so he is both the fountain of his own honor and the spring of his own grace. 
As we observe, we see that God Almighty’s condescending goodness appears in the cognizance he takes of the world below him. His glory is above the nations and above the heavens, and yet neither is neglected by him. God Almighty is great, yet he despises not any (Job 36:5). He humbles himself to behold all his creatures, all his subjects, though he is infinitely above them.
7-8 “He raises up the poor out of the dust, and lifts the needy out of the dunghill, that he may set him with princes.” God Almighty’s great mercy is demonstrated by his concern for the poor and the oppressed. Thus God Almighty magnifies himself, and his own wisdom, power, and sovereignty, that when he has some great work to do he chooses to employ those that were least likely, and least thought of by themselves or others, to the highest post of honor. 
For example, Gideon was fetched from threshing or in the harvesting of seeds in the farm. King Saul from seeking his father’s lost asses, and David from keeping the sheep; the apostles are sent from fishing to be fishers of men. Evidently, the treasure of the Gospel is placed in the hands of the societies’ rated low grade vessels: the weak and foolish ones of the world are called upon to be preachers of God Almighty’s Word and his wisdom, to confound the worldly wise and mighty (1 Corinthians 1:27, 28), that the excellency of the power may be of God Almighty, that all may see that promotion comes from Him. In God Almighty’s eyes, a person’s value has no relationship to his or her wealth or position on the social ladder. 
Many people who have excelled in God Almighty’s work began in poverty or humble beginnings. God Almighty supersedes the social orders of this world, often choosing his future leaders and ambassadors from among the social outcasts. My friends, how do you treat the unwanted in society? Do you treat them as though they have value? As true Christians, we must demonstrate by our actions that all people are valuable and useful in God Almighty’s eyes.
9. “He makes the barren woman to keep house.” Those that have been long barren are by His grace made fruitful. Here we look back to Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, Hannah, and Samson’s mother, and Elizabeth; and many such instances there have been, in which God has looked on the affliction of his handmaids or the faithful, and had taken away their reproach.
“He makes the barren woman to keep house,” not only builds up the family but thereby finds the heads of the family something to do. Observe here that those that have the comfort of a family must take the care of it; bearing children and guiding the house for the Lord go together (1 Tim. 5:14; Psalm 127:3). When God Almighty sets the barren in a family he expects that she should take care of the ways of her household (Proverbs 31:27-31). Because in due time, if she continues in faith and in well doing, she will be a joyful mother of children, not only because, even in common cases, the pain is forgotten, for joy that a child is born into the world. There is particular joy when a child is born to those that have been long childless (Luke 1:14), and therefore there ought to be particular thanksgiving to God Almighty. Praise the LORD all you servants of the LORD!
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