Sabbath Day Sermon of December 7, 2019.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Beginning of the Persecution
Acts Chapter 4
In this chapter we learn that the Sadducees a Jewish religious sect that denied the resurrection of Jesus Christ, were grieved that the apostles taught the people, and preached through Jesus Christ the resurrection from the dead. If you ask, “Who is a Jew today? A Jew is a member of a religious sect in Israel who practice Judaism, which is not the religion of the Israelites given through Moses (John 5:45, 46). Jesus said if you believed what Moses taught, you would have had no problem believing me, because not only did he write of me (Deuteronomy 18:18, 19), but he taught what I am teaching today. In other words, Christianity not Judaism is the true faith of the children of Israel (Romans 9:4-11).Paul was loud and clear when he said that no one can claim to be chosen by God Almighty because of his or her heritage or good works. God Almighty freely choses to save whomever he wills. Therefore, unless a Jew believes in Jesus Christ he or she is not saved.

The priests were the chief priests who had special influence and were often close relatives of the High Priests. The captain of the temple was the leader of the Temple guard who were guards stationed around the Temple to ensure order. The Sadducees were of a small but powerful Jewish religious sect who did not believe in the resurrection of the dead. They were the religious leaders who stood to gain financially by cooperating with the Romans; they are the bankers of our time. Most of those who engineered and carried out Jesus’ arrest and crucifixion were from these three groups.
Peter and John spoke to the people during the afternoon prayer time. The Sadducees moved in quickly to investigate. Because they did not believe in the resurrection, they were disturbed by what the apostles were saying. Peter and John were refuting one of their fundamental beliefs and thus threatening their authority as religious leaders. Because of the collaboration between them and the Romans, they had almost unlimited power over the Temple grounds where all the money is kept in the treasury. Thus they were able to arrest Peter and John for no reason than teaching something that contradicted their beliefs. It is also believed that they arrested them because it was already evening, and jailed them overnight.
In Matthew 24 Jesus Christ forewarned us of the signs to watch as to be on target on when he will be returning. In verses 2 through 8 Jesus told us about the signs of the beginning of sorrows. Phase two of the signs will be the persecution of the true believers in Jesus and how it will affect the body of Jesus Christ, his true Congregation or Church. Here we are required to endure to the end, and the end will not come until the Gospel message of the Kingdom of God Almighty is preached in all the world for a witness, that everyone has have been presented with God Almighty’s offering for salvation, and then will the end come.
Not often will sharing the Gospel send us to prison as it did Peter and John but very soon that will no longer be the case. Today we run risks in trying to win others to Jesus Christ, even when most true Christians are not aware of the fact that it is against the laws of the Rosary Club, the New World Order and the United Nations’ charter to witness Jesus Christ to others. As true Christians we should be willing to face a night in prison if it would bring 5,000 people to Jesus Christ. We should also be willing to suffer even for one person to be saved. Jesus was very clear on this that you understand that each time you witness to people, you risk vulnerability, rejection, persecution (Matthew 24: 9). But whatever the risks, we must realize that nothing done for God Almighty is ever wasted.
Now if you have been alert to what is happening in the world today, you would have noticed the increase of the activities of the system of the little horn, and the forerunners of the antichrist. In a previous study we searched for the identity of the little horn, and from where it will arise. We found him coming out ofone of the four kingdoms of the Greek culture. In one of the Lord’s revelations in June 2011, through Prophetess Deborah Flint. He confirmed not only the religious foundation of the little horn, but what his role in the world will be as follows: "Hellenics" "The Hellenics follow the pattern and the culture of the ancient Greek traditions of idol worship as does the Roman Catholic Church. They do not worship Me, The Most High God. They serve and worship the ancient Greek gods and goddesses which their ancestors served. Withdraw yourselves from idolatry and from serving the ancient Greek gods and goddesses, and from performing the rituals of the ancient Athenians," saith The LORD.
Then The Lord said to me, "Now I am going to show you their inner sanctum." Then He showed me a secret door at the Vatican, and the secret door was opened. And The Lord showed me that only the members of this inner sanctum can go through this secret door, and into this secret place where great evil rituals, evil plots, evil deeds, idolatry, and abomination are wrought away from the unsuspecting, undiscerning eyes and minds of ordinary Roman Catholic church members. And The Lord said, "Though the many evil works and practices of the Vatican inner sanctum, their idol worship and rituals are hidden from the eyes of many; though the idolatry of the Hellenics and all the people and nations who import and practice the rituals of the Athenians, and worship the ancient Greek gods and goddesses are camouflaged and obscured in the eyes and minds of many; I will visit the leaders and the people with My judgment for their iniquities, except they turn from their evil ways, their abomination, and from their idol worship. I will dismantle man's cunning and evil works before Me with My judgment. Who can hinder the mighty works and the mighty acts of My hand, The Omnipotent? Who can hinder the mighty works and the mighty acts of The Almighty God? Who can exalt himself above My Word, My commandments, and My statutes; the will and plan of The Omniscient God? Who is able to exalt himself and work against Me, The Most High God Almighty?" saith The Lord of Hosts.
"The antichrist will fit perfectly into the mold of the worldly system. He will give the world what they want to have, tell them what they will like to hear and allow them the type of freedom they will like to enjoy - sin and abomination before The Lord God Almighty.  There will be increased and widespread idolatry and satanism all over the world. He will deceive many and a great multitude will follow him. Even many who call Me Lord, Lord, today will be deceived because of their own lusts.  Take heed that ye be not deceived for the false prophets and agents of the antichrist are now gathering followers for their master," saith The Lord.  And I saw seven-year old children and those younger as they were made to have sex with matured adults as a norm.  And I saw the teaching of heresy and satanism to children in daycare centers and kindergarten as a starting point, these revelations were given before the outbreak of the pizzagate and phedophilia exposition.
The rulers, elders, scribes and priests made up the Sanhedrin or the Jewish “judicial council”, the same council that condemned Jesus Christ to death (Luke 22:66). The council is made up of 70 members plus the current High Priest, who presided. The Sadducees held a majority in this ruling group. These were wealthy, intellectual, and powerful men of Jerusalem. Peter and John stood before this council just as Jesus had. It did not pleaseAnnas or Caiaphas his son in-law that the man they thought they had sacrificed for the good of the nation (John 11:49-51) had followers who were just as persistent and promised to be just as troublesome as he was.
The council asked Peter and John by whose power they had healed the man (Acts 3:6-7) and by what authority they preached (3:12-26). The actions and words of Peter and John threatened these religious leaders who for the most part, were more interested in their reputations and positions than in God Almighty. Through the help of the Holy Spirit (Mark 13:12), Peter spoke boldly before the Council, actually putting the Council on trial by showing them that the One they had crucified had risen again. Instead of being defensive, the apostles went on the offensive, boldly speaking out for God Almighty and presenting the Gospel to these leaders.

8-12. Peter being filled with the Holy Spirit; the word in the original Greek translated filled here is in the “aorist” passive tense, which suggests Peter was given immediate inspiration by the Holy Spirit. This is the fulfillment of the promise of Jesus in (Matthew 10:19, 20). We need not fear about what to say whenwe are forced to appear before kings and rulers. The same Holy Spirit will help us and give us the right words. When a Christian acts being full of the Holy Spirit, it betokens or is an indication of the abiding infilling of the Spirit in the believer in Jesus who has met the conditions for securing that blessing (John 14:15-18).

“This is the cornerstone which was set at nought.” Jesus is the cornerstone, the stone that unites two walls at the corner of a building and holds the building together. Peter said that the Jews rejected Jesus, but now Jesus Christ has become the cornerstone of the Congregation of God Almighty (Psalms 118:22; Mark 12:10; 1 Peter 2:7). Without Jesus Christ there would be no Church, because it could not stand. In other words, salvation is in Jesus Christ, not in the Church as the Catholics are deceived to believe that they can go to heaven by being members ofthe church of Rome. Unfortunately for them, the Catholic church is not about Jesus Christ, but it all about Semiramis Romanized as Mary.
Many who are deceived by the religions of the world react negatively to the fact that there is no other name than that of Jesus to call upon for salvation. Yet this is not something the Church of Jesus Christ decided; it is the specific teaching of Jesus Christ himself (John 14:6). If God Almighty designated Jesus to be the Savior of the world, no one else can be his equal. Christians are to be open-minded on many issues, but not on how we are saved from sin. The reason many will not come to Jesus is because they already have the mark of the beast that shall come in his name (John 5:42, 43).
The popes have all been impostors and blasphemers when they declare that people should come to them with thieir sins and not to God Almighty. No other religious teacher could die for the sins of the whole humanity; no other religious or teacher of the Word of God Almighty rose from the dead. Our focus should be on Jesus, who God Almighty provided as the way to heaven an eternal relationship with Himself. My friends, there is no other name or way to God Almighty; not Mary, not the popes, not their mint factory, the Roman church.
13-17. “Unlearned and ignorant men,” to the members of the Sanhedrin, the chief priests, elders, and scribes these Galileans who had funny accent were nonprofessional scholars and therefore were looked down upon. Since they had no special training, their persuasive eloquence was most astonishing, but fully in accord with the teaching office of the Holy Spirit and the promise of Jesus Christ (Luke 12:11, 12; John 14:26; 16:13).

The council knew that Peter and John were uneducated, and they were amazed at what being with Jesus had done for them. A changed life convinces people of Jesus’ power. When you are fully transformed, even when you don’t’ notice, one of your greatest testimonies is the difference others see in your live and attitudes since you have believed in Jesus Christ. Observe that although the evidence was overwhelming and irrefutable; changed lives and a healed man, the religious leaders refused to believe in Jesus Christ and continued to suppress the truth. As true Christians, it shouldn’t surprise us if some people scoff or reject us and our positive witness for Jesus Christ. When minds are closed, even the clearest presentation of the facts can’t open them. But don’t give up either. Pray for those people and continue to spread the Gospel. 
18-23. Peter and John were denied freedom of speech when they were banned from speaking the name of Jesus publicly. Being men of principle they refused to obey the ban, for to do so would be to affront conscience. They said they would do what God commanded and what was right, regardless of the consequences. You will agree with me that very few Christians today would be this daring, opening themselves to the loss of their lives. Sometimes Christians are afraid to share their faith in Jesus Christ because people might feel uncomfortable or reject us. But if your zeal for the Lord is as strong as Peter’s and John’s were, you cannot keep quiet, even when threatened. My friends, if your courage to witness for Jesus Christ has weakened, pray that your boldness may increase, and stay away from people of bad influence around you. People of bad influence could be close friends and family members that will not believe in Jesus, but will still stay close to you in your life in Jesus, and drawing you in with their vain conversations. Remember Jesus promise, “Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him or her will I confess before my Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 10:31).
And being let go, they went to their own company, who perhaps at this time were met together in pain for them, and praying for them; as in Acts 12:12. As soon as they were at liberty or released, they went to their old friends, and returned to their church-fellowship. Though God Almighty had highly honored them, in calling them out to be his witnesses, and enabling them to acquit themselves so well, yet they were not puffed up with the honor done them, nor thought themselves thereby exalted above their brethren, but went to their own company, that is, back to fellowship with the brethren.
23-30. “And when the brethren heard the report, they lifted up their voice to God Almighty in one accord.” They praised God Almighty, then they told God Almighty their specific problem and asked for his help. Notice they did not ask God Almighty to remove the problem, but to help them deal with it. It is true God Almighty may choose to remove our problems when we ask him. But sometimes he will choose to leave the problem in place but give us the strength and courage to deal with it.
They prayed, “And now, Lord behold their threatenings, and grant unto thy servants, that with all boldness they may speak thy Word.” Boldness is not reckless impulsiveness. Boldness requires courage to press on through our fears and do what we know is right. If you ask, “How can we be bolder? Like the disciples, we need to pray with others for that courage. It is not something you obtain as a separatist, worshipping in your home by yourself. You need to fellowship with others in the congregation. Look for opportunities in your family and neighborhood to talk about Jesus Christ. Realize that rejection, social discomfort, and embarrassment are not necessarily persecution, and start where you are by being bolder in a small ways.
31-35. As a result of this prayer meeting, the place was shaken and the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit. This fresh infilling had to do with the power for the discharge of their obligations to God Almighty. It was unrelated to their sealed and indwelt by the Spirit, this had already occurred and was not repeatable. The new infusion of power enabled them to speak the Word of God Almighty with boldness.
The early church was able to share possessions and property as a result of the unity brought by the Holy Spirit working in and through the believers’ lives. This way of living is different from communism, because the sharing was voluntary, and it  didn’t involve all private property but only as much as was needed; it was not a membership requirement in order to be a part of the Church.
“Neither said any of them that aught of the things which he possessed was his own.” This passage does not support the notion that community of property was practiced in the early Church age. In every case the selling of property and giving the proceeds for the work of the Congregation was voluntary. No one was required to do so and no coercion was applied. Peter clearly said that Ananias’ property belonged to him, and once he sold it he was free to do as he pleased with the money (Acts 5:4). He and his wife were struck dead because they conspired to lie to the Holy Spirit. God Almighty said you do not have to make a vow for anything, but when you do make a vowdo not insult the Holy Spirit by not paying it.
When money was given it was used to help those in need. It was not shared among the saints. The donations were simply expressions of Christian love and concern. None of these Christians felt that what they had was their own, so they were able to give and share, eliminating poverty among them. They would not let a brother or sister suffer when others had plenty. True Christians should adopt the attitude that everything we have comes from God Almighty and we are only sharing what is already His.

Any Christian group has the right to engage in community living, but they have no right to force anyone else to follow their pattern nor do they have a biblical right to seize any property by law or by force, and this is one of the areas where true Christianity and Catholicism differ. In Catholicism confiscated properties of true Christians and those extorted from widows/widowers are sold and distributed among the inquisitors and the rest of it deposit in the Pope’s treasury. [1] Scripture teaches the inalienable right to private property and ownership of the means of production.
36. Barnabas which means son of encouragement was a respected leader of the Church. He traveled with Paul in his first missionary journey Acts 13:1. Joses, he was of the tribe of Levi, for there were Levites among the Judaeans of the dispersion, who, it is probable, presided in their synagogue—worship, and, according to the duty of that tribe, taught them the good knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. He was born in Cyprus, and his parents, though Judaeans, had a settlement there. The apostles’ changed his name to Barnabas after he associated with them. 

He was probable one of the seventy disciples, and, as he increased in gifts and graces, grew eminent, and was respected by the apostles, who, in token of their value for him, gave him a name, Barnabas—the son of prophecy or encouragement,and he being endued with extraordinary gifts of prophecy. A son of consolation; one that walked very much in the comforts of the Holy Ghost, a cheerful Christian, and this enlarged his heart in charity to the poor. He was eminent for comforting the Lord’s people, and speaking peace to wounded troubled consciences; he had an admirable facility that way. We have here an account of his charity, and great generosity to the public fund. This is particularly taken notice of, because of the eminency of his services afterwards in the Church of God Almighty, especially in carrying the gospel to the Gentile nations.
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