Sabbath Day Sermon on December 5, 2020.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Call for Prayer of the Saints 
Ephesians 6: [18, 19]

In our today study verses, Apostle Paul calls all Christians to prayer, “With all prayer and supplication, praying at all seasons in the Spirit, and watching thereunto in all perseverance and supplication for all the saints and on my behalf.”
 What a sense Paul had of the deep divine unity of the whole body of Jesus Christ and of the actual need of unceasing prayer for all the members of the body by all who belong to it. That he did not mean this to be an occasional thing, but the unceasing exercise of the life union in which they were bound together, is evident from the words he uses, “with all prayer and supplication, praying at all seasons in the Spirit and watching thereunto, in all perseverance and supplication for all the saints.”  
If you ask, “How can anyone pray all the time? One way to pray constantly is to make quick, brief prayers your habitual response to every situation you meet throughout the day. Another way is to order your life around God Almighty’s desires and teachings so that your very life becomes a prayer. You do not have to isolate yourself from other people and daily work to pray constantly. You can make prayer your life and your life a prayer while living in a world that needs God Almighty’s powerful influence.
Although Jesus Christ has already triumphed over every principality, authority, power, and domination, and even though believers in Jesus are freed from bondage to the ruler of the power of the air, nonetheless, these demonic forces still maintain a threatening influence, more often through people in the world we come in contact.  Apostle Paul here takes up the military imagery to describe how Christians should stand firm against these evil powers Satan unleashes against Christians through his several strategies to make us sin against Our Father in heaven, so we would not go to heaven.
 The Satanic world is desperate to get Christians’ fire and light to go off. They can do nothing against believers as long as the ring of fire is burning and shining. It is sin that turns off the light of the believer inducing in him or her a time of vulnerability and fragility.
Although we are assured of victory, we must engage in the struggle until Jesus Christ returns, because Satan is constantly battling against all who are on the Lord’s side. We need supernatural power to defeat Satan, and God Almighty has provided that in His Holy Spirit within us and his armor surrounding us. If at any time you feel discouraged, remember Jesus' words, that upon Himself the Rock of Ages He will build His Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it (Matthew 16:18).
True Christians are to put on the armor of God Almighty to stand firm against the devil’s military strategy. This armor of God Almighty is necessary because the battle is not with mere flesh and blood, but with demonic forces over whom Satan has control; they are not fantasies or myths, they are very real, and extremely wicked. We face a powerful army whose goal is to defeat Jesus Christ’s Church. When we believe in Jesus Christ and join His Church, these beings become our enemies, and they try every device to turn you and me away from Jesus Christ and back to sin. 

This armor of God Almighty will enable believers in Jesus to stand their ground on an evil day and consists of truth as a belt, righteousness as a breastplate, gospel of peace as footgear, faith as a shield, salvation as the helmet (1 Thessalonians 5:8), and the Holy Spirit as a sword. Thus armed, the Christians are to keep a persevering watch, praying and interceding at all times in the Spirit on behalf of all the Holy ones in Jesus Christ.

Believers in Jesus Christ are to be s filled with the consciousness of their being in Jesus Christ, and through Him united consciously to the whole body, that in our daily life and all its engagements, our highest aim would ever be the welfare of the body of Jesus Christ of which we had become members. He counted upon our being filled with the Holy Spirit so that it would be perfectly natural as it is for each member of my body to be ready every moment to do what is needful for the welfare of the whole, even so, where the Holy Spirit has entire possession, the consciousness of the union with Jesus Christ will ever be accompanied by the consciousness of the union and the joy and the love of all the members.
My friends, is not this what we need in our daily life, that every believer who has yielded himself undividedly to Jesus Christ, shall day by day, every day, and all the day, live in the consciousness that he is one with Jesus Christ and His body? Just as wars bring to light the intensity and the readiness with which millions of the subjects of the King sacrifice their all for the King and country, so the saints of God Almighty shall live for Jesus Christ their King, and also for all the members of that Body of which He is the Head. May God Almighty’s people be willing for this sacrifice of prayer and intercession at all times for all saints!
In 2nd Corinthians 1: 10, 11 we have a call to prayer for all the saints. Here we are called once again to think of all saints throughout the world but leads us to view them from a different standpoint. If we are to ask God Almighty to increase the number and the power of those who do pray, we shall be led to form some impression of what the hope is that our circle of intercessors may gradually increase in number and power.
Our first thought will naturally turn to the multitude of the saints who think and know very little about the duty of the blessedness of pleading for the body of Jesus Christ, or for all the work which has to be done to perfect its members. We shall then have to remember how many there are for whom we may praise God Almighty that they do intercede for the power of His Spirit, but their thoughts are chiefly limited to spheres of work that they are acquainted with, or directly interested in.

That will leave us with what is, comparatively speaking, a very limited number of those who will be ready to take part in the prayer which ought to be sent up by the whole Church, for the unity of the Body and the power of the Holy Spirit. And even then the number may be but small who feel drawn and urged to take part in this daily prayer for the outpouring of the Spirit on all God Almighty’s people.

And yet many may be feeling that the proposal meets a long-felt need and that it is an unspeakable privilege, whether with few or many, to make Jesus Christ’s last prayer, “that they may be one,” the daily supplication of our faith and love (John 17:11). It may be that in time believers in Jesus will band together in small circles, or throughout wider districts, in helping to rouse those around them to take part in the great work that the prayer for all saints may become one by all saints. Even if the pandemic lockdown scheme of the enemy that has targeted the Church succeeds in closing down the Church buildings, the Church of Jesus Christ will remain because it is spiritual oneness that Jesus spoke of than physical (John 4: 21-24).

We often depend on our skills and abilities to help ourselves, when life seems easy, but when we feel unable to help ourselves, we turn to God Almighty. My friends, depending on God Almighty is not a sign of defeat or weakness, but a realization of your powerlessness without him and your need for His constant contact. God Almighty is our source of power and we receive his help by keeping in touch with him. With this attitude, problems drive us to God Almighty rather than away from Him. You ought to learn to rely on God Almighty daily.


Again, the suffering of a believer in Jesus can contribute to the dimension of conviction and credibility to his or her ministry. The strengthening of having suffered that God Almighty communicates to a disciple through afflictions is not merely a selfish, inferior thing. It is passed on to others. Sharing the suffering of Jesus Christ means having the hope and consolation he brings through the victory over suffering and death.

This message is sent out as wireless to all that desire to be in touch with it and to seek to prove their consecration to their Lord Jesus Christ in the unceasing daily supplication for the Power of His love and Spirit to be revealed to all His People.
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