Sabbath Day Sermon of December 3, 2016.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Promised Children of Abraham [KJV]
Galatians Chapter 3

In this chapter of the Galatians we read how that the Galatians believers had become fascinated by the false teachers’ arguments, almost as though they had been bewildered. No doubt, magic was common in Paul’s day as it is in our time (Acts 8:9-11; 13:6-7). Magicians or witches used optical illusions backed by Satan’s evil power to perform false miracles. People not rooted in the Word of God in Paul’s time, and in our time are drawn into the magicians’ mysterious rites, not recognizing their dangerous source.

The Galatians had the cross of Jesus Christ preached to them. When they received Jesus Christ, they were given the Spirit by faith, not by the works of the law. They knew that they had not received God Almighty’s Spirit by obeying the law of the Jewish elders. “Made perfect by the flesh” meaning trying to reach maturity in Christian living by mere human effort. Paul warns them not to go back to the law when they started in the Spirit by faith, without the law. We must realize that we grow spiritually in Jesus because of God’s work in us by his Spirit, not by following the tradition of the Jewish elders or special rules. 

5-9. The Holy Spirit gives Christians great power to live for God. Some Christians seem to want more than this. They want to live in a state of perpetual excitement. The tedium of everyday living leads them to conclude that something is wrong spiritually. Often the Holy Spirit’s greatest work in us is teaching us to persist, to keep on doing what is right even when it no longer seems new and interesting. The Galatians quickly turned from Paul’s Good News to the teachings of the newest teachers in town, like the New Age teachers of our time who have infiltrated our Churches with their false doctrines. Some of the Galatians Christians who had turned to listen to the false teachings of the Judaizers needed the Holy Spirit’s gift of persistence, and most Christians today need to persist against these false teachers as well. If the Christian life for you seems ordinary, you may need the Holy Spirit to stir you up to see the challenge of everyday living. Jesus says, of the Holy Spirit, “Ask and it shall be given to you,” if you keep my commandments (John 14:15-18).
The main argument of the Judaizers in Paul’s day as it has also become in our day by these false teachers who have infiltrated the Church of Jesus Christ, is that the Gentiles had to become Jews in order to become Christians. Today they argue not only that Jesus did not come for the Jews or to be their Messiah, but that Jews need no salvation in Jesus Christ. Apostle Paul exposed the flaw in this argument by showing that real children of Abraham are those who have faith in Jesus Christ, not those who keep the law. He pointed out that Abraham was saved by his faith in God Almighty (Genesis 15:6). All true Christians in every age and from every nation share Abraham’s blessing because of their faith in the seed, Jesus Christ, God promised to Abraham. This is a comforting promise, a great heritage, and a solid foundation for living.
Of course, Jews being gentiles are not the children of Israel and the Messiah was not sent to them, but to the house of Israel (John 15:24). May be this is why the apostates among them have continued to claim even in recent years, that Jesus who came in the name of God Almighty did not come to be the Jewish Messiah; they expect another messiah, the son of perdition who shall come in his own name, him they will receive (Matthew 5:43).  Jews as Gentiles as we know they are, must receive Jesus Christ if they are to be saved. This is the reason we are persuaded as true Christians to witness to the Jews the Gospel of Jesus Christ, that they many be saved. For God Almighty so loved the whole world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life (John 3:16-20). Unless the Jews live in a different world from the world Jesus came to save, they better believe it that Jesus came for everyone before it is too late for them to escape what is coming. But the crypto-Jews/antichrists in our Churches preach Jews need not accept Jesus Christ for their salvation. Why? Because these apostate crypto-Jews hate the ordinary real Jews, and are selling them out again just as they sold them out to Hitler in Germany. This time they are lying to them and selling them out for the last time to Lucifer also known as Satan and his seed, the anti-christ (Genesis 3:15). The evidence of their deception can be seen on the symbol on their national flag (Amos 5:26).
Again, we have learned that even today that under the cloak of false Christianity, that the Roman Catholic Church was established by crypto-Jews as a false “Christian” front for a Judaic/Babylonian religion says, Edward Hendrie. According to him, the religion is the nucleus of a world conspiracy against God and man. That is not a soft conspiracy theory based upon speculation, he says, but rather the hard truth based upon authoritative evidence, which he documented in his book: “Solving the Mystery of Babylon the Great.” This now makes sense why the leading crypto-Jew in our time also known as the Pope of Rome recently said on a world wide television, we quote, “We are followers of Jesus but his death on the cross was a failure,” unquote. [1]
Rabinovitch has barred access to the Western Wall by Christian clergy wearing crosses. But when Pope John Paul II visited the Western Wall in 2000 he apparently was permitted to wear a Catholic cross because he was a crypto-Jew. However, he also did something unusual during his visit. When Pope John Paul II visited Israel, he depicted a large cross on his ceremonial throne. The cross was different than the usual cross. It was upside-down.  An upside-down cross is typically a symbol of the rejection of Jesus Christ and a mockery of his crucifixion. You can be sure that the apostate Jews approved of the upside-down cross, because they understood it is a symbol used to mock Jesus Christ. Just as Judas, the mystery of iniquity, pretended to be a loyal follower of Jesus as he worked to betray him (Luke 22:47-48), so the pope, who is also the mystery of iniquity pretends to be a loyal follower of Jesus and is betraying his subjects into the lake of fire. (Revelation 20:10, 15). The antichrist is the very opposite of Jesus; Jesus is the mystery of Godliness, who is faithful and true and will never forsake us (Hebrews 13:5; Revelation 19:11).
Hereunder is Pope John Paul II at the Sea of Galilee in Israel on March 24, 2000. [image: image1.emf]Notice the Satanic symbol of the upside-down cross on the throne set up for the Pope. The upside-down cross, signifies a reversal of Christian doctrine, i.e., antichrist doctrine; it symbolizes a mockery and rejection of Jesus Christ. The Catholic Church never officially explained the upside-down cross, however, its agents on the internet explained that the upside-down cross is a symbol of Peter when he was crucified in Rome. But Peter was never in Rome according to the Scriptures. The Catholic Church’s mythology includes the story that Peter was crucified upside-down in Rome, although there is absolutely no evidence to support that claim. [2] 
10-15. Apostle Paul used Deuteronomy 27:26 to prove that contrary to what the Judaizers claimed and taught in Paul’s time, and have continued to claim and teach in our time, the Law cannot justify and save, it can only condemn. Because we have all broken the commandments, everyone is condemned, and the Law can do nothing to reverse the condemnation (Romans 3:20-24). But Jesus Christ responded to the call of the Father by offering himself, and took the curse of the Law upon himself when he hung on the cross. He did this so we wound not have to bear our own punishment. Therefore, the only condition is that you accept Jesus Christ’s death on your behalf as the means to be saved (Hebrews chapters 9 and 10; Colossians 1:20-23).
If you ask, “What does this mean?” It means that if you are trying to be right with God by your own effort, it will never work. Good intensions such as “I will do better next time” or “I will never do that again” usually end in failure. Apostle Paul points to Habakkuk’s declaration that by trusting in God Almighty, and believing in his provision [Jesus] for your sins and living each day in his power, you can break this cycle of failure (Habakkuk 2:4). The wicked Babylonians always trust in themselves and would fall; but the righteous live because of their faith and trust in God Almighty. It is helpful to all true Christians who must live through difficult times without seeing signs of hope. Christians must trust that God is directing all this according to his purposes.
16-19. If the inheritance was given to Abraham by promise, and thereby entailed upon his spiritual seed, we may be sure that God would not retract that promise; for he is not a man that he should repent. But, if it should be said that a grant or testament may be defeated for want of persons to claim the benefit of it, he shows that there is no danger of that in this case. Abraham is dead, and the prophets are dead, but the covenant is made with Abraham and his seed. And Paul gives us a very surprising exposition of this. 
Many Christian teachers have thought the promise had been meant only of the people of Israel or their imposters the self-styled Jews. "No,’’ says the apostle, "it is in the singular number, and points at a single person—that seed is Jesus Christ.’’  So that the covenant is still in force; for Jesus Christ abideth for ever in his person, and in his spiritual seed, who are his by faith. The Judaizers argued that the law which was given by Moses did disannul this covenant, because that insisted so much upon works, and there was so little in it of faith or of the promised Messiah. Paul answers that the subsequent law could not disannul the previous covenant or promise.  Therefore, if the inheritance of the promise be of the law, it is no more of promise, says Paul. God gave it to Abraham by promise, and therefore it would be inconsistent with his holiness, wisdom, and faithfulness, by any subsequent act to set aside the promise, and so alter the way of justification which he had thus established.
In Geneses chapter 12, we read of the promise God Almighty made to Abraham: “In thee shall all families of the earth be blessed,” or the nations will bless themselves because of you.  No doubt this promise represents a unique disclosure of God Almighty’s plan of salvation through missionary outreach of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Apostle Paul clearly states that this Scripture foresees the New Testament Gospel. Paul writes: “And the Scripture, foreseeing,“ that God Almighty would justify the heathen through faith in Jesus Christ, preached before the gospel unto Abraham saying, in thee shall all nations be blessed.”

God kept his promise to Abraham in Genesis 17:7, 8; he has not revoked it, though thousands of years has passed. He saved Abraham through his faith in God Almighty, and he has blessed the world through Abraham’s seed as he had promised by sending the Messiah as one of his descendants. Circumstances may change, but God Almighty remains constant and does not break his promises. He has promised to forgive our sins through Jesus Christ, and you can be sure he will do so if you will call to Jesus today to save you. God’s promise to Abraham of a seed dealt with his faith; the Law focuses on actions. The covenant with Abraham and his seed show that faith is the only way to be saved; the Law then shows how to obey him. Faith does not annul the Law, but the more we know of God, the more we see how sinful we are. Then we are driven to depend on our faith in Jesus Christ alone for our salvation. 

God Almighty’s covenant with Abraham and his seed, “I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great, and thou shall be a blessing: And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee and in thee shall all the families of the earth be blessed.” Now one wonders about the things that have happened to the Jews around the world and are still happening to them even today in Israel. Could it be that the promise of a curse upon anyone or people that will curse Abraham or his seed, Jesus Christ, is the reason for their disastrous experiences through the years? If you do not know how much the apostate Jews hate Jesus, get a copy of the Talmud or Google it online, and read to understand. This covenant God Almighty made with Abraham is mentioned several times in Genesis (Genesis 13:14-17; 17; 18; 21:12; 22:16-18). We note here that the covenant God Almighty made with Abraham was based upon his obedience or trust in God Almighty. In other words, the one condition was that Abraham had to do what God wanted him to do in everything.
20-22. When God Almighty gave his promise to Abraham, he did it by himself alone without any mediators. Apostle Paul here points out showing the superiority of salvation and growth by faith over trying to be saved by keeping the rules of the Pharisees. Jesus Christ is the best and the only way given by God Almighty to come to him (1 Timothy 2:5). Men and women fall under the curse of God who has given us the law. No one has ever been able to keep the whole law of God, so all fall under the condemnation of God Almighty. 
The law given by God Almighty is good, but it cannot save. It is designed to show every one of us our deficiencies, but it cannot deliver us from them. The law enlightens us but does not empower us. It leaves what we ought to be like and tells what we ought to do, but it cannot make us what we should be or give us strength to do what we know we should. Therefore, salvation by keeping the law would be salvation by works, because God Almighty has ordained that salvation shall be of grace without works. Moreover, since no man can keep the law, works fall short with respect to saving efficacy.
The grip of sin holds on all people, and we are all trapped and beaten down by past mistakes, and choke by desires we know are wrong. The Almighty God knows we are sin’s prisoners, and he has provided a way of escape; faith in Jesus Christ. We are all caught in sin’s grasp, and only those who place their faith in Jesus Christ ever get out of it. My friends, look to Jesus Christ, he is reaching out to set you free.
28-29. Neither Israelite, Jew nor Greek; neither male nor female; all who believe are baptized into Jesus Christ. In Jesus Christ there are no distinctions. Israelites and Gentiles can come to him with no distinction. So can male and female. So can people from different nations. So can slave and master. Earthly distinctions, however, do not disappear when salvation comes. But in heaven national distinctions, national barriers, gender discrimination, and all other bases of biases will cease.

The original covenant with Abraham was intended for the whole world through his seed, not seeds (Genesis 12:7). It is the same seed promised to Abraham that is mentioned in Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 7:14. Jesus Christ is that seed that was promised, and through him will the whole world be blessed. Therefore, to be an heir of Abraham, you must accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior. That, being Jesus Christ’s, we are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. 
The judaizing teachers would have them and us today believe that we must be circumcised and keep the law of Moses, or we could not be saved: "No,’’ says Apostle Paul, "there is no need of that; for if you be Jesus Christ’s, if you sincerely believe on him, who is the promised seed, in whom all the nations of the earth were to be blessed, you therefore have become a true child of Abraham; the father of the faithful, and as such are heirs according to the promise, and consequently are entitled to the great blessings and privileges of it.’’ 
In other words, it is those who believe in Jesus Christ that are entitled to the great blessings and privileges. But anyone who rejects Jesus Christ, he or she cannot be considered saved or seed/heir of Abraham. My friends, anyone you know who does not believe in Jesus Christ, but claims to be a child of Abraham or God’s chosen; he or she is deceived and needs to be presented with the truth in the Word of God, where it is prescribed that he or she cannot be such without  accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.
 Therefore upon the whole, the Scriptures say that justification was not to be attained by the works of the law, but only by faith in Jesus Christ, and that the law of Moses was a temporary institution and was given for such purposes as were only subservient to and not subversive of the promise to Abraham and his seed. Now, under the gospel, Christians will always enjoy much greater and better privileges than all others under that dispensation. It must follow that some of the Galatians Christians, were very unreasonable and unwise, in hearkening to those who at once endeavored to deprive them and us today of the truth and liberty of the gospel.
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