Sabbath Day Sermon of December 31, 2016

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Deadness of Faith without Deeds of Faith
James Chapter 2:14-26.
If nothing changes God's love for His children as described in John 1:12, how then is one who think or believe himself or herself a Christian should love the brethren? The Scriptures teach that love is the greatest thing in the world -- the greatest privilege and power known to man. Its emphasis on life and word changed the course of history as the first-century Christians demonstrated a quality of life never before witnessed on this earth. The Greeks, Romans, Gentiles, and Jews hated one another. The very idea of love and self-sacrifice was foreign to their thinking. One of the most profound comments made regarding the early church came from the lips of a man named Aristides, sent by Emperor Hadrian to spy out those strange creatures known as "Christians." Having seen them in action, Aristides returned with a mixed report. But his immortal words to the emperor have echoed down through history: When he observed Christians from many nations, with different languages and cultures, actually loving one another and sacrificing to help each other, he responded in amazement, "Behold, how these people love one another!"

In John 13:34 Jesus says, “A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.” All believers are one in Jesus Christ. Distinctions like male and female, Israelite or Gentile, slave or free no longer apply. Scripture nowhere allows for distinctions among believers based on position power, nationality, skin color, wealth, or popularity. It is sinful to show favoritism based on any of these. Paul gives us an excellent description: Love is very patient and kind, never jealous or envious, never boastful or proud, never haughty or selfish or rude. Love does not demand its own way. It is not irritable or touchy. It does not hold grudges and will hardly even notice when others do it wrong. It is never glad about injustice but rejoices whenever truth wins out. If you love your brothers and sisters as commanded by Jesus Christ, you will be loyal to them no matter what the cost. You will always believe in them, always expect the best of them, and always stand your ground in defending them. You will prefer them in everything above your biological relatives who are not true Christians. For flesh and blood shall not inherit the Kingdom of God Almighty.
8-13. “If you fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, Thou shall love thy neighbor as thyself, ye do well.” In this passage, love is called the royal law; for it comes from the King of Kings. The second table of that law is to love one’s neighbor. That means, “Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment: thou shall not respect the person of the poor, nor honor the person of the mighty but in righteousness shall thou judge thy neighbor (Leviticus 19:15). 
What is James saying in verse 10? James is saying that a single sin, however, small and insignificant automatically causes the sinner to breach the whole law of God Almighty and brings him under God Almighty’s condemnation as though he or she has sinned the greatest sin possible. If as true Christians we are saved by faith, but faith comes with deeds of faith, therefore, faith is never alone. Faith is always accompanied by good deeds of faith. We agree with James and that if one’s life does not show any good deeds of faith, it will be in order for us to question if he or she actually is genuine or truly Christian. It is the sacrifices you make to accommodate others, especially your brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ that proves us to have faith. Paul also agrees and says the same things in 2 Corinthians 5:17-21. The regenerated man or woman becomes a new person inside and qualifies as an ambassador of Jesus Christ. 
14-26. The person who claims to be truly Christian will act like one because a profession of faith cannot be considered valid if the so-called believer’s life remains unchanged from inside out. Jesus explained this truth in Matthew 15:17-20, saying: “Do not ye yet understand, that whatsoever entereth in at the mouth goeth into the belly, and is cast out into the draught? But those things which proceed out of the mouth come forth from the heart, and they defile the man. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, and blasphemies: These are the things which defile a man: but to eat with unwashed hands defileth not a man.”
 Intellectual assent or agreement with a set of Christian teachings is incomplete faith. True faith transforms our conduct as well as our thoughts. Because what we say is based on our line of thought and mindset. If what we say is negative and does not show love for a brother or sister in Jesus Christ, then it might mean that our thoughts need to be transformed. If our thoughts remain unchanged, we do not truly believe the truths we claim to believe. We cannot earn our way into heaven by serving and obeying God but without such “deeds of faith” to show that our commitment to God Almighty is real. A true Christian ought to know that deeds of faith of loving service are not a substitute for, but a verification of our faith in Jesus Christ.
If your brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food.” Most people who claim to be Christians are too apt to rest in a bare profession of faith, and to think that this will save them; it is a cheap and easy faith to have. "Most who fall into this group believe the articles of the Christian faith;’’ but it is a great delusion to imagine that this is enough to bring them to heaven. Those who argue in this manner wrong God Almighty’s purpose in his message of salvation for them, and put a cheat upon their own souls. A mock-faith is as hateful as mock-charity, and both show a heart dead to all real godliness. My friends, if you persist in this line of thought away from God Almighty’s purpose for you, you may as soon take pleasure in a dead body, void of soul, or sense, or action, as God Almighty takes no pleasure in a dead faith, where there are no deeds of faith. 
We are taught here to compare a faith boasting of itself without works and a faith evidenced by deeds of faith, by looking on both together, to try how this comparison will work upon your minds. Yea, a person may say, “Thou hast faith, and I have worked. Show me thy faith without thy works, and I will show thee my faith by my works.” Suppose a true believer thus pleading with a boasting hypocrite, "Thou makest a profession, and sayest thou hast faith; I make no such boasts, but leave my deeds to speak for me. Now give any evidence of having the faith you professes without deeds. If you cannot, and I will soon let you see how my works flow from faith and are the undoubted evidence of its existence.’’ 

This is the evidence by which the scriptures all along teach all people to judge both of themselves and others. This is the evidence according to which Jesus Christ will proceed at the Day of Judgment. “The dead were judged according to their deeds of faith,” (Revelation 20:12). How will those be exposed then who boast of that which they cannot evidence, or who go about to evidence their faith by anything but deeds of piety and mercy? We are taught here to look upon a faith of bare speculation and knowledge as the faith of devils: Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well; the devils also believe, and tremble. That instance of faith which the apostle here chooses to mention is the first principle of faith.
James teaching in verse 18 does not contradict Romans 3:28. “A man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.” It is true that our good works can never earn salvation, true faith always results in a changed life and good deeds. Paul speaks against those who try to be saved by works instead of true faith. James speaks against those who confuse mere intellectual assent with true faith. After all, even demons know who Jesus is, but they don’t obey him unto righteous deeds. True faith involves a commitment of your whole self to God Almighty.
Jesus says, “Love ye one another as I have loved you” How much if you ask? “Jesus says, “With my life have I loved you.” We are not only to show we love our brothers and sisters when it is convenient but mostly when it is inconvenient for us. Why? Because in the presence of God Almighty, it is only those who have received Jesus Christ are your true brothers and sisters. Some day you might need them to inconvenience themselves to help you, but you may think that is not going to happen. Well God Almighty might someday allow a situation in your life to teach you his truth in his command to love the brethren as he loved you. In John 13:31–38, Jesus suggests that the key to impacting the world is for Christians to love each other. So why is the church having so little impact on society? We are not giving the world what it so desperately craves—love. Yet, the church ought to be Jesus’ solution to the lack of true love in this world. Jesus says that our Christlike love will show we are his disciples. Do people see petty bickering, jealousy, and division in your congregation? Or do they know you are Jesus followers by your love for one another? Love is more than simply warm feelings; it is an attitude that reveals itself in action.
Although Abraham believed God Almighty, but it was necessary for him to prove it. Action, of course, speaks louder than words. God Almighty knew Abraham loved him, but his passing the test was necessary to justify his faith. So when Abraham offered Isaac his only son upon the altar, it was because of his faith that he performed the deed which perfected his faith. The saying that Abraham believed God Almighty and it was accounted unto him for righteousness and was called a friend of God Almighty, was because he proved his faith by his deed of faith. In John 15:7-15, Jesus states the same principle, saying “If you love me and keep my words what you ask and will, I will do. To remain in Jesus’ love require that you keep his commandments. What does Jesus command? Jesus commands that “Ye love one another as I have loved you.” How much should the brethren love one another? Jesus uses what he has done for us to give an example of how much we should love the brethren. We are to love one another as Jesus loved us, and he loved us enough to give his life for us. We may not have to die for someone, but there are other ways to practice sacrificial love: listening, helping, encouraging, giving. Give all the love you can and then try to give a little more. You must go any length for the brethren, even if you have to inconvenience yourself.
To be declared a friend of Jesus as Abraham was declared a friend of God Almighty, require that you learn his words, keep them and do whatever Jesus commands you to do (John 15:14,15). Since no one living today was there in Abraham’s time to see or hear his confessions on how much he loved God Almighty, we have the evidence of his faith by his deeds of faith in that he unselfishly offered his son Isaac as commanded by God Almighty. If you can imagine how Abraham felt when he gave his only son, then you can understand how God Almighty felt when he gave his only Son Jesus Christ to come down in this black box called earth and died for you? In the example of Rahab, it was her deeds that justified her when she received and hid the Israelite messengers and help them to escape. In this way, she demonstrated faith in God Almighty’s purpose for Israel. It was on account of her deeds that she was found worthy and was saved with her family from the destruction that came upon Jericho. In the Scriptures, Rahab is listed among the heroes of the faith (Hebrew 11:31). If you want your name written in the book of life, you must have good deeds of faith to be listed therein.
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