Sabbath Day Sermon of December 30th, 2017.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Conduct of Believers In Relation to the Unsaved

1 Peter Chapter 2

This chapter begins by identifying those acts that should not be found in the life of one who calls himself or herself a Christian. Peter says that if you desire in your heart or believe in your heart and know that you are a Christian, you are pray and strife that these conducts may not be found in you. 

These conducts according to Peter must be completely rooted out of your life as a Christian: these, include malice which is an intension or desire to do evil, ill will. Guile, that is being sly and cunning; next is hypocrisy in this context it pertains to ones behavior that is contrary to ones claims to be born again; a pretender. Envies: being discontent of what God Almighty has assigned or has given you, and being resentful of others you think have a better deal. Evil speaking, gossips and telling tails, or using vulgar language.  

One characteristic all children share is that they want to grow up, to be like the big kids or their parents. When you are born again you become a spiritual baby. If you are healthy, you will yearn to grow. The only way to grow in your new life in Jesus Christ is to give up these very bad conducts and instead desire the sincere milk of the Word. Because if you have ever been a true Christian you should have known that the LORD God Almighty is gracious to those who obey him. “Be thou holy for I am holy,” says the LORD. Unfortunately, it is sad that some never grow up, even many who call themselves Christians. The need for milk is a natural instinct for a baby and it is necessary for growth. However, once you can see your need for God Almighty’s Word and begin to find nourishment in Jesus Christ, your spiritual appetite will increase and you will start to mature.

4-5. “To whose coming, as unto a living stone”, meaning that as God Almighty’s spiritual temple, Peter draws on several Old Testament texts familiar to his Judaean readers: Psalm 118:22; Isaiah 8:14; 28:16. Peter’s readers would have understood the “living stones” to be Israel; Peter applied the image of the “chief corner stone” to Jesus Christ.  Here Peter portrays the Church as a living temple. Jesus Christ is the foundation and cornerstone, and each believer is a stone. Paul portrays it as a body: Jesus Christ is the head, and each believer is a member (Ephesians 4:15, 16), and both pictures emphasize community.  Literally, one stone cannot make a complete temple wall; therefore, one body part is useless without the others. In our individualistic society, it is easy to forget our interdependence with other Christians. My friends when God Almighty calls you to a task remember that he is calling others to work with you. The fruit or the outcome of the community work together is multiplied as brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ.

6-16. Paul says that true Christians are seated with Jesus Christ in the heavenly realms. This is positional and someday will be a physical reality. True believers in Jesus Christ constitute a heavenly commonwealth (Philippians 3:20); they are not of the world, although they continue to live in it for a while. Their real life is in heaven with Jesus Christ in God Almighty (Colossians 3:1-3). “That you may know that you have eternal life,” meaning that true Christians already share in Jesus Christ’s royal status and authority, and they advance his Kingdom through their prayers and missionary witness. 

True believers as “strangers and pilgrim,” meaning “This world is not out home, we are just passing through.” True believers are in the world but are not of the world. Our real world is heaven. As strangers we are pilgrims moving toward our true homes. We must never give in to or engage in the practice of those sins found in the countries through which we pass on our way to glory.
When Peter told his readers to respect the civil government, he was not telling the believers to compromise their conscience, as Peter had told the High Priest years before, “We ought to obey God Almighty rather than men” (Acts 5:29). True Christians are to cooperate with the rulers, as far as conscience will allow. We are to do this, “for the Lord’s sake” so that his Good News and his people will be respected. If you are to be persecuted, it should be for obeying God, and not for breaking moral or civil laws.

The Christian is free from keeping the Law as a means of earning salvation. However, he or she must still obey the Law, out of gratitude for our free salvation; the teachings of the Ten Commandments, for they are an expression of God Almighty’s will for us (Matthew 5:17-19).

17-21. The brotherhood of man is a much abused concept. The Scriptures place some limitations on its use. Certainly all mean are brothers in the sense that they have descended from Adam and Eve, their common ancestors. Yet the Scriptures speak of a brotherhood brought into being by regeneration and adoption into the family of God Almighty. Believers are related to God Almighty and to each other as children and heirs of God, not by blood, but by His Spirit. For flesh and blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of God Almighty. Therefore, only believes are said to be children of God Almighty in the biblical sense; because of this, whoever owns the name of Jesus Christ is likewise your brother or sister (John 1:12).
Peter here encouraged loyalty and persistence even in the face of unjust treatment. In the same way, Christians are to submit to our employers whether they are kind or harsh. By so doing, we may win them to Jesus Christ by our good example (Ephesians 6:5-9; Colossians 3:22-25; Matthew 5:46; Luke 6:32-36).
22-25. “Who did not sin, neither was guile found in his mouth.” If Jesus had sinned, he could not have been the Son of God Almighty; the Christian Church could not have been correct in asserting his sinlessness, for two thousand years; he could not have been the prototype of perfect redeemed people; he could not have been our sacrifice for sin, since he would have needed a sacrifice for his own sinfulness; their could be no secure foundation on which to rest the Christian faith; and there would be no ground for the existence of the true Church.

Jesus Christ was our vicarious or substitutionary sacrifice for sin. He actually bore our sins in his own body on the tree. Three principles are inherent in the plan of redemption: (1) people are lost and undone, separated from God Almighty because of their sins (Romans 1:18; 3:19; 6:23); (2) the God Almighty of grace provided a substitute for the sinner in the person of his Son, to be our sin bearer (Isaiah 53:6; 2 Corinthians 5:21); (3) the Father accepted the finished work of the Son, which secures for all people the forgiveness of sins, resulting in peace and fellowship with God Almighty (Romans 5:1-10).
Animal sacrifices under the old covenant had to be repeated because they were not permanent. Since the death of Jesus Christ no further sacrifices are needed. He has bridged the chasm or gulf that separated sinful men and women from a holy God Almighty.
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