Sabbath Day Sermon of December 29, 2018.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The New Life versus the Old Life
The Principles of Christian Living

Colossians Chapter 3
In this passage, Paul says that if you are certain you have been raised through faith with Jesus Christ and freed from serving other gods which no doubt includes oneself,  this new found freedom requires responsibility in its exercise. We are, therefore, admonished, beginning with the one to seek out those matters which pertain to spiritual life in heaven, and not of the things of this world which perish. For life becomes more understandably worth living if we are rooted in Jesus Christ (Matthew 6:19-34).
3-7. “For ye are dead” meaning you should have as little desire for this world as a dead person has. The Christian’s real home is where Jesus Christ lives (John 14:2, 23). This gives the true Christian a different perspective on his or her life here on earth. To “set your affection on things above” meaning to look at life from God Almighty’s perspective and to seek what he desires. This no doubt is the antidote to materialism; we gain the proper perspective on material things when we take God Almighty’s view of them.

In Jesus Christ, the believer’s life is hidden in God Almighty with Jesus Christ. When in Jesus Christ, the believers’ lives become manifest at the judgment, then, we also will be manifested in glory with him. For those matters which pertain to worldly life and which are to be put to death include fornication, uncleanness, ordinate affection, evil concupiscence or lustful desires, covetousness or materialism, which is idolatry. 

Paul points out that these are sins which provoke God Almighty’s wrath. These sins were part of the community’s everyday life in their pagan past, but since they are now Christian, these sins are to remain in the past. As true Christians, Jesus Christ gives us the power to live for him now, and he gives us hope for the future. My friends, just like diseased limbs of a tree, these sins must be cut off before they destroy you (Mark 9:43-50). We must make a conscious, daily decision to remove anything that supports or feeds these desires and to rely on the Holy Spirit’s power.

These are sins which were set aside when you became born again when you put on a new person who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of God Almighty. You ought to put on Jesus Christ, the new Adam. This new existence is not dependent upon one’s former religious background, nationality or ethnic origins or social status, for what is important in each is in fact, everything in each of us now is Jesus Christ himself.

The Gospel message of the apostolic Congregations of God Almighty stressed the resurrection of Jesus Christ as the climax of God Almighty’s redemptive work. The apostles, in their preaching as recorded in Acts, continually emphasized the fact that Jesus Christ has risen from the dead. When Peter faced the Sanhedrin his main point was, “Jesus Christ whom ye crucified God raised from the dead” (Acts 4:10). He Paul says much the same thing which he says in Galatians 2:20, where he employs amazing paradoxes concerning his relationship to Jesus Christ which we are to cultivate.

Paul says, “He is dead to the law that he might live unto God Almighty. He is crucified, yet he lives. He is dead to the world and to the law, yet he is alive to God Almighty and Jesus Christ. He lives and yet not he, but Jesus Christ who lives in him. He is crucified with Jesus Christ and yet Jesus lives in him. He lives in the flesh and yet lives by faith in Jesus Christ.” My friends this Scripture is grand and cool!

In a nutshell, Jesus is the believer’s life, for he who was dead has been made alive in Jesus Christ. In other words, Jesus Christ lives in every believer, and all will appear with him in glory. 

8-11. Sanctification involves putting off certain things as stated here. This includes laying aside the old self and putting on the new, that is, be done with your old morals and commit yourself to those Jesus Christ teaches. You are to put off the old life and put on the new way of living given by Jesus Christ and guided by the Holy Spirit. If you have made such a commitment, are you remaining true to it? If your answer is yes, then you are to put on other things as specified beginning with verse 12. Observe, that when the sins of the flesh have been put to death, then the things of life can come alive. So long as you live in sin, you are void of sanctification.

Before we all believed in Jesus Christ, our nature was evil. We disobeyed, rebelled, and ignored Jesus, even at our best, we did not love him with all our heart, soul, and mind. The true Christian, however, has a new nature. God Almighty, has crucified the old rebellious nature and replaced it with a new loving nature (Romans 6:6-10). The penalty of our sins died with Jesus Christ on the cross, for this reason, God Almighty has declared us not guilty, and we no longer live under sin’s control in our lives. 
Although we might still feel like sinners, the difference is that before we were saved in Jesus, we were actually slaves to our sinful nature. But now we can choose to live for Jesus Christ, having been crucified with Jesus; legally God looks at us as if we had died with Jesus. Because our sins died with him, we are no longer condemned. Relationally, we have become like Jesus Christ, his experiences are also ours. My friends, your Christian life will begin or began when in unity with Jesus, you die or died to your old life.

The Christian is in a continuing education program. The more we know of Jesus Christ and his work, the more we are being changed to be like him. Because this process is lifelong, we must never cease learning and obeying. There is no justification for drifting along, but there is an incentive to find the rich treasures of growing in him. It takes practice, review, patience, frequent self-evaluation, and concentration to keep in line with his will. 

12-17. Ifa believer puts off the sins of the flesh without putting on the good characteristics described in this verse, he or she will be of little use. My friends, you need to be properly clothed; and compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger, forgiving one another, longsuffering, and loving one another as Jesus commanded, are the best garments. God Almighty’s chosen ones are those who are in Jesus Christ, holy and beloved, even as he Jesus is, and this requires putting on the clothes of virtue.
The Key to forgiving others is remembering how much God Almighty has forgiven you. My friends, why is it difficult for you to forgive someone who has wronged you a little when God Almighty has forgiven you so much? Realizing God Almighty’s infinite love and forgiveness can help you love and forgive others. Since the human heart is the center of conflict because there are feelings and desires clash, our fears and hopes, our distrust and trust, our jealousy and love. To deal with these constant conflicts, you must decide between conflicting elements by using the rule of peace (Philippians 4:4-7).

“Above all things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.” Each and everyone should learn to love and pray for others even when they do not seem to love you. Christians should live in perfect harmony, but this does not eliminate all differences in opinion. However, loving Christians will work together despite their differences. Such love is not a feeling, but a decision to meet others’ needs (1 Corinthians 13). Should your relationship with others cause conflicts or mutual silence, as a Christian, consider what you can do to heal those relationships with love?

17-25. Here Paul repeats in abbreviated form what he wrote to the Congregation in Ephesus about husbands and wives, children and parents, and slaves or employees and employers. The principles laid down in this chapter in Colossians is just as pertinent for those who are employees today as for those who were slaves in Paul’s day. If we may ask you, as a Christian will it be true of you to say that you represent Jesus at all times, wherever you go and whatever you say? If so, what impression do people have of Jesus when they see or talk with you?  My friends, join me to give thanks to God Almighty always, for he has given us eternal life.
Paul says that a wife is to submit to the authority of her husband. This recognizes that authority is essential to social and domestic order. Yet it is not unlimited, for a wife is not required to submit to anything that violets the believer’s conscienceor requires any action contrary to the will of God Almighty. In marriage, a wife is protected by the command that a husband loves his wife. Love makes tyranny, unkindness, selfishness, and cruelty impossible. In marriage, a wife has a right to support, sympathy, protection, and happiness. “A wife need never fear to obey a husband of whose love she is sure.”

The Scriptures lay down three broad principles governing the relationship between employers and employees or servants (1) servants are to obey their masters in good works, and serve them well; (2) masters or employers are to treat their employee’s right; (3) employers and servants alike are servants of God Almighty. In other words, Capital and Labor must include God Almighty intheir relationship in which both are responsible to the Almighty God and the Creator of all things.Lastly, do not forget to relate to others as God Almighty intended: “Love your neighbor as you love yourself” (Matthew 22:37-39).
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