Sabbath Day Sermon of December 26, 2015.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

God Has No Delight In The Death of Sinners

Ezekiel Chapter 33

God has set true ministers of his Gospel as watchmen and women for the same reason he had set Ezekiel as a watchman to warn the city of its impeding destruction if the people refuse to repent. When the watchman or woman has given the warning, he or she has discharged his or her trust. The minister has not only delivered his or her own soul, when the minister delivers God’s truth as it was given to him or her; he or she has also earned his or her wages. But if he or she fails to warn the wicked to flee from their wicked ways, his or her own soul will be required of him or her.

11-16. “It is certain that God has no delight in the ruin of sinners, nor does he desire it. If they destroy themselves, he will glorify himself in it, for the fact that he has warned the sinner; but he has no pleasure in the death of a sinner. God would rather that sinners should turn and live, for his goodness is that attitude of his which is most his glory, which is most his delight.  God Almighty would rather that sinners should turn or repent and live than go on sinning and die. He has said it, he has sworn it, that by these two immutable things, in both of which it is impossible for God to lie, we might have strong consolation” (Ezekiel 18:18-32; 20:1-12, 21).
Up to this point Ezekiel’s prophecies have pronounced judgment upon Judah, and the surrounding nations for their sins. Unfortunately, the people did not obey, and the city of Jerusalem got ruined by Nebuchadnezzar’s army. This will probably be the fate of America as her people seemed to continue in their rebellious path against God Almighty.  Now that Jerusalem has fallen, Ezekiel turns from messages of doom and judgment to messages of comfort, hope, and future restoration for God’s people.  Before the fall of Jerusalem, God had appointed Ezekiel to be a watchman warning the nation of coming judgment (3:17-21). In this passage God appoints Ezekiel to preach a message of hope. God will always bless those who are faithful to him. So it is important that you pay very close attention to both aspects of Ezekiel’s message: “Warning and Promise.”  For those who would persist in rebelling against God, we suggest they take the warning very seriously. But for those who would remain faithful to God, they will find encouragement and hope.
No doubt the exiles were discouraged by their past sins. We hope America would feel the same and perhaps, save herself of the pain her people has stored up in her for themselves. For the Judaeans this was an important turning point in Ezekiel’s book, elsewhere in the book of Ezekiel the people had refused to face their sins. Now, the destruction they thought would never come is come, they felt heavy guilt for rebelling against God for so many years. They lothe themselves in their sight for their evils they have committed and the wages of it. They looked on with abhorrence and disgust at their sinful ways. Therefore, God assured them of forgiveness if they repented and do better this time around. God wants everyone to turn to him. He looks at what we are and will become, not what we have been. God is giving you that opportunity to turn to him, if you will take it.  My friend, take the opportunity; learn to sincerely follow him, and ask him to forgive you when you fall, and do not waste time to do it.
Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man or woman drawback, the Lord will have no pleasure in such a man or woman. Past good deeds, will not save a person who decides to turn to a life of sin. Some people think they have done enough good deeds to overshadow the sins they do not want to give up. Neither is it supported in Scripture that you can live off the good deeds of dead saints as falsely taught in the Roman Catholic. Again, it is useless to try to be good in some areas so you can be deliberately bad in others. God wants consistent wholehearted love and obedience to his commands. It is true that good deeds will not save you, but your salvation must lead to righteous actions and deeds of faith (Ephesians 2:10; James 2:14-17).  Meaning that all your good deeds while in your sin, that is, a life without Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, are useless as filthy rags (Isaiah 64:6). But if you wish for your good deeds to count for something before God Almighty, you must register with Jesus Christ by accepting him as your Savior, and keep his commandments. It is only after you have received salvation through Jesus Christ, will your good deeds count for something before God Almighty. This includes restitution for past sins as shown in the story of Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10). God expects you to make restitution, whether necessary, for the wrongs you have committed, for example, you saying I am sorry to someone you have wronged.
17-30. The ways of God are just, the ways of sinners are not, in the end, all who dispute with God will discover that he is right and they are wrong. We saw that near the beginning of Ezekiel’s ministry, he was unable to speak, except to give specific messages from God. But now that his prophecies have come true and the false prophets have been exposed, Ezekiel is again able to talk freely.  A True prophet of God would have no need to prove himself or herself after what they had prophesied have come true, but to offer God’s messages of restoration and hope.
Beginning here Ezekiel turns from a message of disaster and judgment to a word of promise for Israel in the far-off future. God opens his sealed mouth so that he can speak publicly again.  The Judeans who remained in the land after the destruction of Jerusalem claimed that if a single individual, Abraham, was given the whole land, they had a right to it. This shows the confidence they had in their own might; they had got possession, and were resolved to keep it. Here it appears that God’s providences did neither humble them nor terrify them, he sends them a message sufficient to do both. To humble them, he tells them of the wickedness they still persisted in, which rendered them utterly unworthy to possess this land, so that they could not expect God should give it to them. 
They had been followed with one judgment after another, but they had not profited by those means of grace as might be expected; they were still unreformed, and how could they expect that they should possess the land? "Shall you possess the land? What! Such wicked people as you are? How shall I put thee among the children, and give thee a pleasant land? (Jeremiah 3:19). Surely you never reflect upon yourselves, else you would rather wonder that you are in the land of the living than expect to possess this land. For do you now know how bad you are?’’ Ezekiel then lists their sins: [1.] "You make no conscience of forbidden fruit, forbidden food: You eat with the blood,’’ directly contrary to one of the precepts given to Noah and his sons when God gave them possession of the earth, (Genesis 9:4). [2.] Idolatry, that covenant-breaking sin, that sin which the jealous God has been in a particular manner provoked by to lay your country waste, is still the sin that most easily besets you and which you have a strong inclination to: You lift up your eyes towards your idols, which is a sign that though perhaps you do not bow your knee to them so much as you have done, yet you set your hearts upon them and hanker after them. [3.] You are as fierce, and cruel, and barbarous as ever: You shed blood, innocent blood.’’ [4.] You confide in your own strength, your own arm, your own bow, and have no dependence on, or regard to, God and his providence: You stand upon your sword; you think to carry all before you, and make all your own, by force of arms.’’ Ezekiel responds by saying that the right to the land depends on obedience, and they could not have the right to the land as long as they are in disobedience to Almighty God: they eat with the blood, and lift their eyes toward their idols, and shed blood; work abomination, and defile everyone his neighbor’s wife and daughters. 
30-32. The people are hypocrites who put out a good show of outward religion. They pretend really to listen to the prophet, but inwardly they think to be merely entertaining. They hear what he says, but they refuse to heed him. The people refused to act upon Ezekiel’s message. When people mock your witness for Jesus Christ or fail to act upon your advice, do not give up. You are not witnessing for them alone, but of faithfulness to God. You cannot make them to accept the Gospel message; you can only be faithful in delivering the message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Christians as an ambassadors of Jesus Christ, plant the seeds of God’s Word in the minds of people by witnessing to them, and God through His Spirit makes those seeds to grow in the hearts of the unbelievers.
We see this attitude today in America where the people give the appearance of following God, but they loved their money and good life more. As the end approaches, many give the outward impression of being faithful while remaining inwardly greedy and sinful. Jesus warned that we cannot love God and mammon or money at the same time (Matthew 6:24). Rather, we are to seek God, and when we have found him, then will the things we desire follow us, not us following them. Most people when asked, if they would surrender to God, would easily respond with “I surrender all” when they do not have much. But it becomes difficult to say “I surrender all” when they start accumulating, and to avoid loving the treasures they have stored up on earth for themselves.
Today many come to church to listen and be entertained. They enjoy the music, the people, pick up dates, and the activities, but they do not take the true Gospel messages to heart. They do not seek to be challenged or to serve God. This attitude in the people in most cases is encouraged in churches by so many false teachers and agents of the New World Order that have invaded the Christian Congregations. These have reduced church services to the level of entertainment that the worship does not impact on the people’s lives. The heads of the churches judge for reward, and the ministers take bribes, and the prophets divine for money (Micah 3:11). When ministers accept bribes, they are not only forced to allow those who contribute much to control the Congregation, but they are promoting big-business gospel and not the true Gospel of Jesus Christ.
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