Sabbath Day Sermon of December 23, 2017
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop, Bishop

Pagan Customs and What the Bible Say
Jeremiah Chapter 10

Today almost all the nations of the world are gearing up for the celebration of what is called Christmas also known as Saturnalia. So we ask, “What is Christmas and what is its origin?” What does the Bible have to say about these pagan customs which the Roman Catholicism and Judaism religions have been pushing to corrupt the true Church of Jesus Christ? In this chapter the LORD of Creation is calling out to the house of Israel who is his children he has redeemed through his Son Jesus Christ, saying “Hear ye the word which I speak unto you says the LORD God Almighty, “Learn not the way of the heathen and be not dismayed at the signs of heaven, for the heathens are dismayed at them.”
Christmas, a Roman festival celebrating the birth of Tammuz the reincarnation of Nimrod known as Saturnalia. The English term Christmas (“mass on Roman Christ's day”) is of fairly recent origin. The earlier term Yule is derived from the Germanic jōl or the Anglo-Saxon geōl, which referred to the feast of the winter solstice. There is no mistaking the origin of the modern Christmas celebration is pagan. Many additional sources could be cited and we will return to this later after reviewing the warnings in the Scriptures about pagan festivals or holidays. 

The warning here in Jeremiah chapter 10 is for the captives against embracing the astrology and idolatry of their conquerors. A person in America who is still asleep to reality will think that this warning does not apply to him or her or to our nation. But the relativity is that it does in so many ways. If you ask, “How can we tell that a people have become captives of another power?” Any people who pay tribute to another power is in captivity. America no doubt has been in captivity for a long time while her people still believe they are the land of the brave, the free and indivisible. Unfortunately, only those who are awakened to reality can see it and know that we have become prisoners in our own land.
3-13. How did this happen to America? No doubt, everyone would like to know the future. Decisions would be easier, failures avoided, and successes assured. The people of Judah wanted to know the future too, and they tried to discern it in horoscopes, “signs of heaven.” Today in America idolatry is the way to make it big in everything; many are walking around with their yoga mats in their idolatrous worship of shiva. So, Jeremiah’s response applies to America and to all nations. God Almighty made the stars that people consult. No one will discover the future in made-up charts of God Almighty’s stars. But God Almighty, who promises to guide and provide for you, knows your future and will be with you all the way. He may not reveal your future to you, so you don’t go ahead of his purpose for you, but he will walk with you as the future unfolds. My friends do not trust stars; trust the Creator of the stars.

Those who put their trust in a chunk of wood possessed by demonic spirits, even though it is carved well and clothed beautifully as in the images of Mary and the dead saints of the Catholic Church, are foolish. The simplest person who worships God Almighty is wiser than the wisest person who worships a worthless substitute, for this person has discerned who God Almighty really is. My friends place your trust In God Almighty and His Son Jesus Christ.

14-24. The world of Jeremiah’s day contained no atheists because no one is really an atheist. Everyone believes in something, and everyone who would not accept God Almighty and his Son Jesus Christ belongs to Satan also known as Lucifer, whether they know it or not. The heathen had a superfluity of gods. They make graven images to these gods and bowed before and worship them. Hence, he or she is brutish, that is, like a beast and lacks understanding. The Scriptures picture the difference between the gods made by the hands of men and the God Almighty who by his hands made man and the universe, and who holds all things together by divine power. The contrast is so startling that one is left to ponder how anyone could choose false gods in place of the one true God Almighty.

21-22. The shepherds, that is, the rulers and pastors had no heart for God Almighty. Today you can see them running over to Rome for gold and silver. When they should have been guiding the people to God Almighty, they were leading them astray to the houses of Ashtoreth and Jezebel. They neither saw that judgment was about to fall nor did they expect deliverance could or would come from the hand of the true God Almighty. God ability to plan our lives well is infinitely beyond our ability. Sometimes we are afraid of God Almighty’s power and His plans because we know his power would easily crush us if he used it against us. My friends be unafraid to let God Almighty correct your plans. He will give you wisdom if you are willing to let him help you.
The invasion, which comes from the North, is noted by the peoples to the north of Judah. It refers, of course, to Nebuchadnezzar’s armies moving southward to attack Judah. Jeremiah advised the people to prepare for deportation. He puts into the mouth of the nation a brief soliloquy lamenting its defeat and blaming this defeat on the shepherds; leaders, pastors who did not seek the LORD God Almighty and thus brought about the defeat and deportation of the people. 

23-25. Neither men nor nations can “go it” alone. The affairs of both are directed and determined by providence, not by their own will and wisdom. Those who look to God Almighty will be directed properly. This is an article of our faith which it is very proper for us to make confession of at the throne of grace when we are complaining of an affliction or appealing for a mercy: "O Lord, I know, and believe, that the way of man is not in himself; Nebuchadnezzar did not come of himself against our land but by the direction of a divine Providence.’’ We cannot of ourselves do anything for our own relief unless God Almighty works with us and command deliverance for us; for it is not in a person that walks to direct his steps, though he seems in his or her walking to be perfectly at liberty and to choose his own way. 
Those that had promised themselves a long enjoyment of their estates and possessions were made to know, by sad experience, when they were thrown out by the Chaldeans, that the way of man is not in himself; he designs which people lay deep, and think well-formed, are dashed to pieces in a moment. We must all apply this to ourselves, and mix faith with it, that we are not at our own disposal, but under a divine direction; the event is often overruled so as to be quite contrary to our intention and expectation.
 We are not masters of our own way, nor can we think that everything should be according to our mind; we must, therefore, refer ourselves to God Almighty and acquiesce in his will. Some think that the prophet here mentions this with a design to make this comfortable use of it, that, the way of the Chaldean army being not in themselves, they can do no more than God Almighty permits them; he can set bounds to the proud waves, and say, Hitherto they shall come, and no further. And a quieting consideration it is that the most formidable enemies have no power against us but what is given them from above. He deprecates the divine wrath, that it might not fall upon God Almighty’s Israel or his children.
24-25. God Almighty speaks not for himself only, but on the behalf of his people: O Lord, correct me, as in lead us not into temptation, but with judgment in measure and with moderation, and in wisdom, no more than is necessary for driving out of the foolishness that is bound up in our hearts, not in thy anger how severe soever the correction be, let it come from thy love, and be designed for our good and made to work for good; not to bring us to nothing, but to bring us home to thyself.
 Let it not be according to the desert of our sins, but according to the design of thy grace. We cannot pray in faith that we may never be corrected, while we are conscious of ourselves that we need correction and deserve it, and know that as many as God loves he chastens.  The great thing we should dread in affliction is the wrath of God. Say not, Lord, do not correct me, but, Lord, do not correct me in anger; for that will infuse wormwood and gall into the affliction and misery that will bring us to nothing. We may bear the smart of his rod, but we cannot bear the weight of his wrath. He imprecates the divine wrath against the oppressors and persecutors of Israel
 This is an imprecatory prayer asking God Almighty to execute his divine wrath against the enemies of Israel. Christians today have the right to ask God Almighty pull down the strongholds of Satan and to destroy the enemies of the true faith. In 1st Peter  4:17, the heathens are described as, on whom God Almighty’s fury shall be poured out.  They are strangers to God and are content to be so. they know him not, nor desire to know him. They are families that live without prayer, that have nothing of faith in God Almighty among them; they call not on God Almighty’s name. Those that restrain prayer prove that they know not God Almighty; for those that know him will seek to him and entreat his favor. They are persecutors of the people of God and are resolved to be so. They have not only eaten up Jacob with as much greediness as those that are hungry eat their necessary food; but they have devoured him, and consumed him, and made his habitation desolate, that is, the land in which he lives, and or the temple of God Almighty, which is his habitation among them. What the heathen, in their rage and malice, do against the people of God Almighty, though therein he makes use of them as the instruments of his correction, yet he will, for that, make them the objects of his indignation (Psalm 79:6, 7).
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