Sabbath Day Sermon of December 22nd, 2018.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Teaching Sound Doctrine

Titus Chapter 2 – Bible [KJV]
Apostle Paul does not simply remind us here about the importance of sound doctrine, but he commands all teachers of the Word of God Almighty to teach sound doctrine to old men, old women, young women who would be taught by old ones and young men too. We must, therefore, do good works and thus be a model against whom no charges of hypocrisy can be leveled. We are charged to speak to servants, outlining to them their duties according to the biblical pattern. 

4-12. Wives have certain obligations to their husbands as we have read in other passages of the Scripture. Among them are (1) to love them; (2) to live with their husbands until death parts them (Romans 7:2, 3); (3) to obey or be submissive to their husbands in good works (Ephesians 5:22); to respect their husbands (Ephesians 5:33); and (5) to respond to their husbands’ needs, vise versa, and to love their children (1 Corinthians 7:3-5).

Women in the Congregation who were new Christians were to learn how to have harmony in the home by watching old women who had been Christians for some time. We have the same need today. Unfortunately, young Christian women today are watching old pagan celebrity women instead, and learning from them how to manage their homes. This is one of the reasons there is no harmony in most Christian homes, due to the confusion that has been forced upon the families, especially, in the roles the members now think they ought to play which contradicts the Word of God Almighty who is the head of the institution of marriage and Family.

Young wives and mothers should learn to live in a Christian manner: loving their husbands and caring for their children, by observing exemplary women who are faithful to God Almighty. If we may ask you if you are of age or in a position where people look up to you, can you be confident that your example is motivating young believers, even the non-believers to live in a way that honors God Almighty?

For the husbands and fathers, unfortunately, many young men today have been raised in families where fathers have neglected their responsibilities to their wives and children. Husbands and fathers who are good examples of Christian living are extremely important role models for young men who need to see how it is done. As a father and husband, you should not let your wife’s over controlling and or overbearing manner of dealing with the family issues keep you from your responsibilities to the family God Almighty placed under your control. 
Christian Fathers and husbands must understand that as soldiers of the Cross the battle gets more fierce the very moment you obtained God Almighty’s favor by finding a wife (Proverbs 18:22). For the devil to defeat you and your family, he must first divide it by attacking the weaker vessel of the family. Of course, the wife is the weaker vessel and she is most vulnerable to devils’ attacks; the reason you the husband must protector her (1 Peter 3:7; Ephesians 5:22, 25, 33; Colossians 3:19).  Remember that to create a family, God Almighty first finds a father, a proctor to head it just as Jesus is the Head of God Almighty’s family known as his Congregation or the body of Christ Jesus (1 Tim 5:14; Psalm 127:3).  Jesus says, to “Watch and Pray.”

In most Congregations, there are people of all ages, from different backgrounds and of different nationalities. This makes the Congregation strong, but also brings the potential for problems. So Apostle Paul gives the counseling on how to help various types of people in the Congregation. The older people should teach the younger by words and by example. All believers should live obediently, resisting the pagan influences of their culture as well as false teaching.

Paul urged Titus and all Christians to be good examples to those around us so that others might see our good deeds of faith and imitate us.  In other words, if you want someone to act in a certain way, be sure that you live that way yourself. Then you will earn the right to be heard, which also places you in a position to judge.

We observe the emphasis on “Sound Doctrine” in these instructions to Titus. This is the content of the faith. Believers must be grounded in the truths of Scripture, and then they would not be swayed by the powerful oratory of false teachers, the possible devastation of tragic circumstances, or the pull of emotions. My friends, learn the Word, study true theology under the Holy Spirit, apply biblical principles to your life, and do what you learn (John 14:26).

We are to be reasonable in conversation and to avoid criticism. Such conversation comes from careful Bible study and listening before speaking. This is especially important when teaching or confronting others about spiritual or moral issues. If we are impulsive, unreasonable, and confusing, we are likely to start arguments rather than to convince people of the truth.

In Paul’s day, slavery was common. Paul advised slaves and masters to be loving and responsible in their conduct (Ephesians 6:5-9). The standards set by Paul apply to any employee/employer relationship. Employees should always do their best work and be trustworthy, not just when the employer is watching.

Sound doctrine leads to good morals, which axiom or the true statement, serves as the link between the teaching in the previous chapter and the present passage. Christians ought to be loyal and upright citizens, and this speaks of the Church’s public concern. In other words, if families are authentically Christian, then the Word of God Almighty may not be discredited. Grace is proclaimed which if authentic ‘trains” us to reject godless ways and live temperately. But faith without works is dead. 

13-15. Here we are reminded of the basic kerygma, that is, the apostolic proclamation of salvation through Jesus Christ, in crisp, clear terms. The sound doctrine here is that God Almighty has appeared in our history to save all people, which plan was realized in Jesus Christ who redeemed us by his sacrifice on the Cross of Calvary. Already justified, we wait for our sanctifying confirmation at “the appearance of the glory of the Great God Almighty and our Savior Jesus Christ.

The Greek word speaks of the blessed hope and the epiphany or the appearing of the LORD Jesus in all his glory, and the great God Almighty and Savior. The coming of the LORD Jesus is the Church’s blessed hope. But the blessed hope includes all of the events connected with the return of the LORD Jesus and cannot be limited to what is popularly called the rapture of the Church. The first epiphany or the coming of the LORD refers to the incarnation of Jesus, the second epiphany or the coming refers to his coming the second time in power and great glory.

The Gospel is not theoretical and must be told in a way that stresses how it is the pastoral foundation of Jesus Christ’s ethical exhortation. We were redeemed from lawlessness and cleansed from sin and made eager to do what is right. Our redemption was both a radical change of life from sin to grace and also instruction and empowerment by God Almighty’s Spirit in integrity.  The power to live the Christian life comes from the Holy Spirit. Because Jesus died and rescued us from the hands of Mr. Sin also known as satan. Satan’s children call him Lucifer to confuse the innocent, but we the children of God Almighty through Jesus Christ are now free from sin and its controls. God Almighty gives his children the power and understanding to live according to his will and do good deeds of faith in Jesus Christ.

Until Jesus returns, we are to teach the Scripture and live them. We must also teach, encourage, and correct others when necessary. It is easy to feel intimidated or afraid when others are older, more influential in the community of Christians, or wealthier. Like Jesus Christ, we should not let ourselves be threatened when we are trying to minister to others or provide leadership in the Congregation.

We all know how many people out there who claim to know God. How can we know if they are telling the truth? Or which God they mean. Unless the Holy Spirit tells us, we will not know for certain in this life, but a glance at their lifestyles will quickly tell us what they value and whether they have ordered their lives around God Almighty’s Kingdom of priorities (1 John 2:4-6). The way we live says much about what we believe. A true Christian walks by faith not by what he or she sees others doing. He or she walks with God Almighty according to his plan for their lives.

My friends, if this conversion of mind and life is authentic in you, then you will stand confidently on the day of God Almighty’s scrutiny or judgment. But if you are not sure of where you stand in these things, and you are still breathing, then you should know that you still have the time to make things right with God Almighty as to be sure before the Judgment Day when Jesus returns and there will be no more room for mercy.  Jesus says, to do all you can to stay away from going to where the worms do not die and the fire burns forever (Mark 9:43-50).
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