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Entering the Rest of God Almighty

Hebrews Chapter 4
The word gospel comes from the Greek word euaggelion, meaning good news, good tiding, and a good message. In the New Testament, the following expressions are representative ways of speaking about this good news: (1) good news of peace (Ephesians 2:17); (2) the good news about God Almighty’s mighty kindness and love (Acts 20:24); (3) the good news about the kingdom (Matthew 24:14); and (4) the everlasting good news (Revelation 14:6).

2-5. Here we learn that some of the Judaean Christians who received the letter of Hebrews may have been on the verge of turning back from their promised rest in Jesus Christ, just as the people in Moses’ day turned back from the Promised Land. In both cases, the difficulties of the present moment overshadowed the reality of God Almighty’s promise, and the people doubted that God Almighty would fulfill his promises. This happens to us and will happen to you when you trust your efforts instead of Jesus Christ’s power, you are in danger of turning back. Your efforts are never adequate only Jesus Christ can see you through.

Based on different usages, some have supposed there are different gospels. Such distinctions are unwarranted. In all ages people have been saved by the good news of salvation by faith; whether looking forward to Calvary or looking back to it. Abraham was saved by the good news (Galatians 3:8). Just as everybody else in the New Testament is saved. The bottom line of the good news is that the incarnate Son of God Almighty died and rose again for our justification.

The Israelites of Moses day illustrate a problem facing many who call themselves Christians today. They know a great deal about Jesus Christ, but they do not know him personally, that is, they don’t combine their knowledge with faith. My friends, let the Good News about Jesus Christ affect your life. Believe in Jesus and put into practice what you hear and read about him.

6-11. “A rest for the people of God Almighty.“The first rest in Scripture came on the seventh day of the creative work of God Almighty, at which time he rested (Genesis 2:3). God Almighty rested on the seventh day, not because he was tired, but to indicate the completion of creation. The world was perfect, and he was well satisfied with it. This rest is a foretaste of our eternal joy when creation is renewed and restored when every mark of sin has been removed, and the world is perfect once again. Our rest in Jesus begins when we trust him to complete his good work and perfect work in us.

The second rest was the one promised to Israel in Canaan; God Almighty gave them the opportunity to enter Canaan, but into which they could not enter because of their unbelief; they failed because they didn’t trust him(Numbers chapters 13-14; Hebrews 4:2; Psalm 95:11). The third is the rest of Jesus, in which God Almighty now offers another opportunity to enter his ultimate place of rest; he invites us to come to Jesus Christ.

God Almighty fully entered into his rest after creation on the seventh day. Jesus entered into his rest and took possession of that rest when he had finished the work of redemption. The rest enjoyed by God Almighty the Father and by Jesus Christ prefigures the believer's rest. As they have entered into their rest, we shall also enter ours.

To enter the rest, you must believe that God Almighty has this relationship in mind for you; you must cease from your efforts to create it; you must trust in Jesus Christ to bring you God Almighty‘s rest, and you must determine to follow him in obedience. If you are listening or reading this message today, and you have not accepted the Gospel message of Jesus Christ, today is the time to believe in Jesus, to enter his place of rest, and to find peace with God Almighty. Tomorrow may be too late because no one knows the exact time when he or she will breathe for the last time.

12-13. True believers in Jesus Christ do not rely on their works of righteousness by trying to keep the law. Having accepted the finished work of Jesus Christ on the Cross, in his death and resurrection (Hebrews 10: 16-18), believers in Jesus Christ and his righteousness enter into the grace of rest here and the glory of rest hereafter. Jesus Christ himself cannot give to unbelievers either spiritual or eternal rest(John 14:16-17). It remains only for the people of God Almighty; it is only for those who have accepted the finished work of His begotten Son, Jesus Christ.

If you ask, “What is the quickness of the Word of God Almighty?” The Word of God Almighty is not merely a collection of words from God Almighty, as a vehicle for communicating ideas. The Word is alive, and it is living, it is life-changing, and dynamic as it works in those who believe. With the incisiveness of the surgeon’s knife, God Almighty’s Word reveals who we are and what we are not. It penetrates the core of our moral and spiritual life. It discerns what is within us, both good and evil. The demands of God Almighty’s Word require decisions. You must not only read and listen to the Word, but you must also let it shape your life.

To human beings, the soul and spirit seem indistinguishable, but the Word of God Almighty can, metaphorically even discern these. This incredible “cutting” power of the Word is, therefore, a tool to separate our very thoughts into good and evil. The Bible provides everything we need to know the difference between truly selfless, spiritual deeds, and acts which are selfish and ungodly (Matthew 7:21-23) Jesus condemnation of the Pharisees describes how outwardly pious behavior itself is not always obedience (Matthew 23). It is possible to read the Word and yet fail to follow God Almighty’s will, due to rebellion (2 Peter 3:16) or pride (John 5:39-40).

13-14. There is nothing hidden that shall not be brought to the open, that is, God Almighty’s judgment is impossible to escape for nobody is beyond His sight (2 Corinthians 5:10) God Almighty knows about everyone, everywhere, and everything about you and me is wide open to his all-seeing-eyes. He sees all we do and knows all we think before we think it. Even when we are unaware of his presence, he is there. Even when we try to hide from him, he sees us. We cannot hide secrets from God Almighty. Even so, only in Jesus Christ do we find a God who truly understands our failures (Hebrews 4:14-16). In all this, the fact that he knows us intimately, but he still loves us.

The high priest in the Old Testament was the highest religious authority in Israel. He alone entered the Most Holy Place once a year to make atonement for the sins of the whole nation (Leviticus 16). Like the High Priest, Jesus Christ mediates between God Almighty and us, not Mary or Fatima the daughter of Mohammad. Jesus as our representative assures us of God Almighty forgiveness. Jesus has more authority than the Judaean high priests because he is truly God Almighty and truly man. Unlike the High priest who could go before God Almighty only once a year, Jesus Christ is always at the God Almighty’s right hand, interceding for us. He is always available to hear us when we pray.

Jesus as unique High Priest whose once-for-all sacrifice of himself for the sins of humanity accomplished what the elaborate sacrificial ritual of the ancient Israelites could not. Consequently, the sacrifice of Jesus Christ inaugurates a new covenant and replaces the old order described in Leviticus 16 in the Old Testament. Yet the Old Testament is still the word of God Almighty, and therefore it is still used to interpret the meaning of Jesus Christ's death and resurrection for the unbelieving Judaeans and the pagan world to understand who Jesus is and his finished work of salvation.

15-16. Jesus was sinless. For anyone to be sinless, two things are required. The first concerns the person’s inward motivations, for these determine one’s conduct. The second has to do with the outward actions of a person. Sinlessness exists only when the inward motivations and the outward acts are perfected in the sight of God Almighty. There must be inward and outward conformity to what is holy and good. Jesus is the only human being who ever lived of whom it can be said that he exhibited an immaculate or sinless and holy life. The Scriptures bear witness to this in the following ways: (1) Jesus’ witness (John 8:46; 29; 17:19); (2) the witness of others (Matthew 27:4; 27:19; Luke 23:41; John 18:38; (3) the witness of the apostles (2 Corinthians 5:21; Hebrews 4:15; 1 Peter 2:21, 22; Hebrews7:26; 1 John 3:5).

Jesus is the only one that is qualified in every way to mediate for us because he experienced a full range of temptations as a human being throughout his life on earth. We can be comforted knowing that he faced temptation, he can sympathize with us. We can be inspired that he faced temptation without giving in to sin. He shows us that we do not have to sin when facing the seductive lure of temptation. Jesus Christ is the only human being who has ever lived without sin. Now in heaven on the right hand of the Father, he completely understands our weaknesses, so he can give us the strength to overcome and forgiveness should we fall.

“Let us, therefore, come boldly unto the throne of grace.” Prayer is our approach to God Almighty, and we are to come “boldly unto the throne of grace. When you do, the word is boldly not meekly with your head hung, afraid to ask him to meet your needs. Do not pray flippantly with little thought. You must come to God Almighty with reverence, for he is your Father and King. Therefore, come with bold assurance, for he is your Counselor.
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Scripture Reading: John 19:19, the Bible tells us what was written on the cross on which Jesus was crucified: “And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the cross. And the writing was JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING OF THE JEWS.” 

Today what is written on the Catholic crucifix is “I.N.R.I” Translated into English, “It is to exterminate or annihilate impious heretical kings, governments, that is, Protestant rulers and governments.

The Crucifixion of Jesus brings forgiveness and life, but the crucifix of the Catholic Church is a Jesuit symbol for vengeance and death against those who would not subject to the Pontificate of the Roman Catholic Church.

Alberto Rivera – Ex-Catholic Jesuit Priest in Double Cross:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eaC4oPM8N7I
