Sabbath Day Sermon of December 21, 2013
By Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Abraham’s Children by Keturah & Esau’s Trade
Genesis Chapter 25

Abraham married Keturah, and she gave birth to six children. But since Isaac was the heir, he was given the bulk of Abraham’s fortune. Gifts were given to Abraham’s other children, who were sent away, so as to leave Isaac in full possession of what remained.
4-9. Hagar bore one son to Abraham; Keturah gave him six sons. Before his death Abraham distributed a portion of his wealth to those children and sent them “eastward, unto the east country.” These descendants of Abraham were called the children of the east. They are mentioned in Judges 6 verses 3, 33, where they are said to be very numerous. They were enemies of the people of Israel and are still. Today they are said to be very numerous. They peopled a very large continent, that lay between Egypt and Assyria, called Arabia. They were enemies of the people of Israel. Today there may be multitudes of people in the Middle East who are linear descendants of Abraham through these two concubines. When Abraham died and was buried, Isaac and Ishmael were in attendance. Especially interesting is the fact that verse 16 speaks of these children of Abraham through Ishmael, calling them “twelve princes according to their nations.” Thus there were the twelve tribes of Israel through Isaac and Jacob, and twelve princes through Ishmael.
10-20. Isaac and Ishmael buried Abraham.  Abraham lived 175 years. Isaac was born when Abraham was 100 years old. Thus Isaac was 75 years old when his father died. Ishmael was fourteen years older than Isaac. Whatever may have been the friction between Isaac and Ishmael, they must have lived close to each other and they did get together to bury their father. Abraham was interred next to Sarah in the cave of Mechpelah. Nothing is said about the burial place of Hagar, Ishmael’s mother. The descendants of Ishmael and Isaac have nothing in common today; they are inveterate enemies even though they came from a common father.
21-24. Rebecca, like Sarah was barren. Isaac, who married her when he was forty, prayed to God for a child. His prayer was answered when he was sixty years old. In the cases of both women, divine intervention was the answer to their dilemma. As Isaac pleaded with God for children, so the Bible encourages us to ask and even plead for our most personal and important requests. God wants to give us good things, but he wants us to ask for them. Even then, as Isaac learned, God may decide to withhold his answer for a while in order to (1) deepen our insight into what we really need, (2) broaden our appreciation for his answers, or (3) allow us to mature so we can use his gifts more wisely. Though the accomplishment of God’s promise is always sure, yet it is often slow, and seems to be crossed and contradicted by Providence, that the faith of believers may be tried, their patience exercised, and mercies long waited for may be the more welcome when they come.  
Long had Isaac prayed for a son; and now his wife is with child of two, to recompense him for his long waiting. Thus God often outdoes our prayers, and gives more than we are able to ask or think. Now Rebekah being with child of these two sons, was perplexed in her mind concerning her present case: The children struggled together in her womb. The commotion she felt was altogether extraordinary and made her very uneasy. The comforts we are most desirous of are sometimes found to bring along with them more occasions of trouble and uneasiness that we thought of; vanity being written upon all things under the sun, God thus teaches us to read it. We are too apt to be discontented with our comforts, because of the uneasiness that attends them. We know not when we are pleased; we know neither how to want nor how to abound. This struggle between the kingdom of God and the kingdom of Satan, in the world. The seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent have been contending ever since the enmity was put between them (Genesis 3:15), and this has occasioned a constant uneasiness among men. Jesus Christ himself came to send fire on earth, and this division, is described in Luke 12:49, 51. But let not this be offence to us. A holy war is better than the peace of the devil’s palace.  In the hearts of believers, no sooner is anyone come to accept Jesus Christ than immediately there begins a conflict between the flesh and spirit, (Galatians 5:17).

“Why is this happening to me? Sarah went to inquire of the Lord. The Lord said to her, “Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples from within you will be separated: one people will be stronger than the other, and the older will serve younger.” In other words the two will be separated unto different pathways: one to a life of wisdom and obedience to God Almighty, and the other to a life of ignorance, idolatry, violence and destruction. 
25-28. When it was time for Rebakah to give birth, Esau, whose name sounds a little like the Hebrew word “hair” was Jacob’s twin who emerged first from his mother’s womb and thus was entitled to all of the rights of the firstborn, including the domestic priesthood, family leadership and authority, and a double portion of the inheritance upon the death of his father. The Edomites were the descendants of Esau, Edom means “red”. The main points in Esau’s life were: (1) the sale of the birthright for some of Jacob’s stew, an act indicating his unconcern for the birthright, (2) the marriages Esau consummated with the women unrelated to his father’s family except for Mahalath, whom he married to placate Isaac and Rebekah; (3) his failure to obtain the patriarchal blessing before Isaac died, and (4) the resumption of brotherly relations with Jacob and his departure from Canaan for Seir. Esau was careless and indifferent to spiritual things.
Today we observe the two as the peoples of one generation appeared to be wise in their knowledge of the Lord and the other peoples generation are foolish and drowning in idolatry in their practice of Mohammad's Islam, and their worship of the same black stone that was worshipped in Ephesus Greece as described in the Bible (Acts 19:34-35). We have continued to observe the lives and the activities of these two separate peoples as the twelve tribes of Isaac through Jacob became Israel, and while the princes of Esau became Edom dwelling among the people known as Arabs, the mixed people together with the generations of Lot, Ishmael’s princes, and the sons of Keturah. When we further examine their history and where they dwell today, we find names of those dwelling in Edom to be: Dumah, Kedar, Seir, Dedan, Tema, and their involvement in the worship of the Islamic beast religion (Genesis 25 verse 2-4; Isaiah 21:11-17). 
Esau traded the lasting benefits of his birthright for the immediate pleasure of food he could not ignore. He acted out of impulse, satisfying his immediate desires without pausing to consider the long range consequences of what he was about to do. Christians must restrain themselves from falling into the same trap. When we see something we want, our satisfied first impulse is to get it. At first we feel intensely satisfied and sometimes even powerful because we have obtained what we set out to get. But immediate pleasure often loses sight of the future. We can avoid making Esau’s mistake by comparing the short-term satisfaction with its long-rang consequences before we act.

In Esau’s mind, I bet you that he actually exaggerated his hunger. “I am at the point to die,” he said. This thinking made his choice much easier, for he thought, if he was starving, what good was an inheritance anyway? The desire of the moment distorted his perspective and made his decision seem urgent. We may have similar experiences. For example, when we feel sexual pressure, a marriage license may seem unimportant. Nothing else seems to matter, and we lose our perspective. Getting through that short pressure-filled moment is often the hardest part of overcoming a temptation.
Common sense is not all that common. In fact, the common thread in many decisions is that they do not make sense. Esau’s life was filled with choices he must have regretted bitterly. He appears to have been a person who found it hard to consider consequences, reacting to the need of the moment without realizing what he was giving up to meet that need. Trading his birthright for a bowl of pottage or stew was the clearest example of this weakness. He also chose wives in direct opposition to his parents’ faith and wishes. He learned the hard way.

My friends, if you are reading this message, what are you willing to trade for the things you want? Do you find yourself at times, willing to negotiate anything for what you feel you need now?!  Does your family, spouse, integrity, body, or soul get included in these deals? Do you sometimes feel that the important parts of life escaped while you were grabbing for something else? If so, your initial response, like Esau’s may be deep anger. In itself that is not wrong, as long as you direct the energy of that anger toward a solution and not toward yourself or others as the cause of the problem. Your greatest need is to find a focal point other than “what I need now.” The only worthy focal point is God. A relationship with him will not only give an ultimate purpose to your life, it will also be a daily guideline for living. Meet him in the pages of the Bible.
29-34. For some reason Isaac and his wife had different loyalties. Rebekah loved Jacob more than Esau, while Isaac had a special affection for Esau. This difference no doubt led to marital problems. We have continued to see these differences as in Adam and Eve; as in Sarah giving Hagar to Abraham; as in Lot’s wife looking back and Rachael stealing the idol of her father Laban. Here Rebekah practices deceit on her husband, which led to a family separation when Jacob had to flee for his life.  The birthright was not especially important when there was only one son. It became important when Isaac had two sons. Esau, as the firstborn, should have been the one through whom the people of God would have count their descent. But he sold his spiritual birthright for carnal needs and lost it to Jacob. Jacob got the birthright and from his loins came the Hebrew patriarchs. Moreover, until the establishment of the Aaronic priesthood, the firstborn of the family exercised the priestly functions in the home after his father’s death. 

If we look on Esau’s birthright as only a temporal advantage, what he said had something of truth in it, namely, that our worldly enjoyments, even those we are most fond of, will stand us in no stead in a dying hour (Psalm 49:6-8 ); they will not put by the stroke of death, nor ease the pangs nor remove the sting: yet Esau, who set up for a gentleman, should have had a greater and more noble spirit than to sell even such an honor so cheaply. But, being of a spiritual nature, his undervaluing it was the greatest profaneness imaginable. It is egregious folly to part with our interest in God, and Jesus Christ, and heaven, for the riches, honors, and pleasures, of this world, as bad a bargain as his that sold a birthright for a dish of portage. 

Repentance was hidden from Esau’s eyes, for he did eat and drink, pleased his palate, satisfied his cravings, congratulated himself on the good meal’s meat he had had, and then carelessly rose up and went his way, without any serious reflections upon the bad bargain he had made, or any show of regret. Thus Esau despised his birthright; he used no means at all to get the bargain revoked, made no appeal to his father about it, nor proposed to his brother to compound the matter; but the bargain which his necessity had made supposing it were so his profaneness confirmed; and by his subsequent neglect and contempt he did, as it were, acknowledge a fine, and by justifying himself in what he had done he put the bargain past recall. The lesson to learn from Esau’s action is that most people are ruined, not so much by doing what is amiss, as by doing it and not repenting of it, doing it and standing to it.
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