Sabbath Day Sermon of December 20, 2014
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Standing Up for Jesus Against the Ongoing Apostasy
We have no doubt that every true Christian today know we are living in the last days. If so, what does the Word of God say about the times we are living? The Word of God warns that in the last days perilous times will come, not that the Church which is the body of Jesus Christ will be free from these things until the last days, rather the Church will be the only opposing force against these times that have come. However, in the last days there will be a heightening of wickedness such as we do not presently see. It should not be cause for undue alarm, for it is a necessary precursor of the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, which all believers desire above all else.

The reference here by Paul to the “last days” reveals his sense of urgency. The last days began after Jesus’ resurrection. When the Holy Spirit came upon the believers at Pentecost. The perilous times will continue until Jesus’ Second Coming. Although in the many parts of the world today it does not yet seem especially difficult to be a Christian, people are not being jailed for reading the Bible or for witnessing to people the Word of God, or executed for preaching Jesus Christ. But if you have been following the events of the day we live, you should have noticed that things have been changing for the worse.
We are now going to use Paul’s descriptive list of behavior in the last days to examine our today society. Unfortunately, even many people who call or think they are Christians have been caught in this web of what would be the behavior that people would exhibit in the last days. There is comfortableness about superficial Christianity that should cause us to be uncomfortable.  Today if you think or believe you are a Christian, check yourself against this list that Paul was inspired by the Holy Spirit to leave for us. This list should help you to know not to give in to society’s pressures. You must stand up against its evil ways by living as God would have his people live. But for those who think the future holds for them a lot of fun and good times, you better get it now that the last days is characterized by sinfulness.  What is sinfulness if you ask? We would make it very simple for everyone reading this message to understand; it is called a time of wickedness, that will be more than you can ever imagine. The New World Order has been showing these things in their movies; probably, you may not have for once stopped to ask yourself what they mean, these things that are being shown to the public in the name of entertainment.
The “Form” or appearance of godliness includes going to church, knowing Christian doctrine, using Christian clichés, and following a community’s Christian traditions. Such practices of belief, love, and worship are lacking, the outer appearance is meaningless. Paul warns us not be deceived by people who only appear to be Christians. It may be difficult to distinguish them from true Christians at first, but their lives will give them away. From such good Christians must withdraw themselves. The Characteristics described in verse 2 through 4 are unmistakable.

6-10. Paul warns Timothy to take heed of certain seducers, not only that he might not be drawn away by them himself, but that he might arm those who were under his charge against their seduction. Paul shows how industrious they were to make proselytes or those who appeared to enjoy their new freedom to study and learn the Christian truths, but are targets for false teachers due to their eagerness to learn. These are not forced into houses, as good Christian often were by persecution; but are of choice crept into houses, to insinuate themselves into the affections a good opinion of people, and so to draw them over to their evil party. Here we see what sort of people those they were that they gained, and made their disciples; they were such as were weak, silly women; and such as were wicked or witches, laden with sins, and led away with divers lusts. Persons of foolish heads and filthy hearts are totally vulnerable, especially women, and are easy prey to seducers. 

Therefore, Paul warns all true Christian teachers, and believers to watch for people who would take advantage of men and women who are still babies in the Christian faith. New Believers need to grow in their knowledge of the Word, because ignorance can make them vulnerable to deception. You grow in the Word of God by reading your Bible every day, thinking about what you read, and praying about them for God to give you the understanding a willing heart to do them.
“Ever learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truths.”  In other words, it is possible to be a perpetual student and never graduate. This verse is not decrying study and learning; it is a warning about learning for learning’s sake. The Bibles is not a novel and must not be read as such. It must be read for the right reasons. The Bible was written by God for an honest seeker of his truths. Honest seekers are looking for answers. Remember this as you study God’s Word. Seek to find God’s truth and will for your life.

8-10. Judaeans tradition has it that Jannes and Jambres were Egyptians magicians who opposed Moses or rather counterfeited Moses’ miracles before Pharaoh (Exodus 7:11; 9:11, 12). Their names are found in other ancient Judaean writings and in the Christian apocryphal works. Moses exposed and defeated them (Exodus 8:18, 19), just as God would overthrow the false teachers who were plaguing the Ephesians Church. No doubt sin has consequences, and no one will get away with it forever.  So you must live each day as if your actions will one day be known to everyone. Now is the time to change anything you would not want revealed later

11-15. Paul did not speak of his suffering and difficulties to deter believers from serving Jesus Christ.  Here in Lystra, Paul summarizes his lifetime of suffering for the sake of the Gospel. Paul mentions his suffering to contrast his experience with that of the pleasure-seeking false teachers. When we fully know and fully understand that believers will be subjected to afflictions and that God will sustain and deliver us from them all, we will take courage and pursue our calling with greater determination than ever before. Under persecutions believers grow stronger. Paul warns that the Christian should not expect false teachers and evil people to reform and change on their own. Left alone, they will become worse and worse because of the false spirits they possess.
Today many ministers are deceived by the inevitable pressure to grow their ministry. Paul warns Timothy against the temptation of abandoning his true faith or to modify his doctrine. Here Paul counsels Timothy which applies to every true minister of the Gospel out there today, to look to your past, to hold to the basic teachings about Jesus that are eternally true. Like Timothy stood up for Jesus, every true minister of the Word of God today, should know that we are surrounded by false teachings. But we must not allow the society we have been called to reform with the Gospel of Jesus Christ, which is the foundation of our faith found in God’s Word, to distort or crowd out God’s eternal truth.  The minister must spend time every day reflecting on the foundation of your Christian faith found in the God’s Word, the great truths on which you build your life. At the same time, we must remember those men and women who devoted themselves to God’s Word who taught them to you. For God is content with a faithful few who obey him.
This Paul’s letter was written to Timothy, who was one of the first second-generation Christians. He became a Christian not because an evangelist preached a powerful sermon, but because his mother and grandmother taught him the Holy Scriptures when he was a small child (Timothy 1:5). Now you know how vital and important a parent’s work is. At home and in Church, as a parent you should realize that teaching your children the Word of God is both an opportunity and a responsible ministry. Unfortunately, children are no longer taught at home, but at school by strangers of whom 95 percent of them do not believe in family or in the Word of God. The new world has succeeded in taking the mothers away from the homes, and has passed that role of being a mother to a false teacher also known as the Television. How do we know this? Here is an article on the subject, we read: - http://www.savethemales.ca/001904.html
What has happened and is still happening to the family is the reason in our country, we are in need of a lot of true preachers of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to try to turn things around, brought about by the failures of the first ministers. The Lord had warned to do this before it is too late. These first ministers who failed were the parents of the children of our nation. If they had done their job correctly by raising their children the way they should have been raised to know and have faith in God, our work as ministers would not have been caught out and difficult for us as it is now.

16-17. The Bible is “God-breath” and it is “God inspired.” It is not a collection of stories, fables, myths, or merely human ideas about The Lord God Almighty. It is not a human book. God the Holy Spirit used people he elected to write Scripture (2 Peter 1:20, 21). God revealed his person and plan to certain believers, who wrote down God’s message for his people (Deuteronomy 31: 9; 22-26). From the earliest days the Church has believed and taught that the Bible is free from all error in the whole and in the part.  It is inerrant precisely because it was inspired by the Holy Spirit, even as Jesus was sinless because he was conceived by the same Spirit of God. The prophets, Jesus, and the apostles all taught that the Bible is the Word of God and can be trusted at all points.  Therefore, that you do not understand it because you are not inspired, does not make the Word of God in the Bible untrue. The fact that God inspired people to write the Scripture does not mean that the origin of the Word of God is not divine. God has always partnered with those that he elected to work with him in his works. Jesus said, “If you love me come carry your cross and follow me, that is, work with me in partnership.”
Inspiration is plenary and verbal, that is, all of the Bible is inspired and inspiration extends to the very words of Scripture. The writers wrote from their personal, historical, and cultural contents. But even though they use their own minds, talents, language, and style, they wrote what God wanted them to write. Scripture is completely trust-worthy because God was in control of its writing. Its words are entirely authoritative for our faith and lives. The whole Bible is God inspired Word. Because it is inspired and trust-worthy, we should read it and apply it to our lives; and it works when you do. The Bible is our standard for testing everything else that claims to be true. It is our safeguard against false teachings and our source of guidance for how we should live. It is our only source of guidance for how we should live. It is our only source of knowledge about how we can be saved. God wants to show you what is true and equip you to live for him. You ought to spend time in God’s Word. Read it regularly to discover God’s truth and become confident in your life and faith. Set up a plan for reading the whole Bible, and read it very slowing so to understand what you are reading.
Reading the Bible for the right reason, is to understand its purpose, which equips you to do good work for Jesus Christ. You should not study God’s Word simply to increase your knowledge or to prepare you to win arguments. You should study Scripture so that you will know how to do Jesus’ work in the world. Your knowledge of God’s Word is not useful unless it strengthens your faith and leads you to do godly good in Jesus name.
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