Sabbath Day Sermon of December 1, 2012
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Resurrection and Later Appearances of Jesus

Luke Chapter 24

Jesus Christ’s resurrection is the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy, and of Jesus’ own statements (Ps. 16:10; Matt. 20:19; John 10:18). While there is no record of his having been seen by nonbelievers, it is attested to in a variety of ways: (1) by the eleven apostles (Acts. 1:3); he thus “proved to them in many ways that it was really he himself; (2) by the apostle Paul (Acts 9:3-8); 1 Cor. 15:8; Gal. 1:12); (3) by the five hundred Christian brothers (1 Cor. 15:6); and (4) by Thomas the doubter who had to see for himself (John 20:24-29).  According to Paul in 1 Cor. 15, the Christian faith stands or falls on the bodily resurrection of Jesus, for it guarantees that (1) Jesus was truly the Son of God (Rom 1:4); (2) God the Father accepted what Jesus did at Calvary on the basis of the resurrection (Rom 4:25); (3) the risen Jesus Christ pleads for his people before the Father (Rom 8:34); (4) believers have the hope of eternal life (1 Pet. 1:3-5); and (5) believers will also rise and have resurrected bodies like that of Jesus (1 Cor. 15:49; Phil. 3:21; 1 John 3:2). Finally, Jesus after his resurrection showed himself alive to his disciples by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days teaching his disciples about the Kingdom of God, and they were changed drastically (Acts 1:1-5). 
If you are wondering why no unbeliever was ever allowed to see Jesus after his resurrection, it is what he said before his death that after he is resurrected he will manifest himself only to those who have his commandments and have kept them.” In other words, he will show himself only to Christians; that is exactly what he did after his resurrection (John 14:18-24). Jesus did not make any such promise to show himself after his resurrection to unbelievers, nor did he promise to hear the prayers of an unrepentant heart. Jesus said “he or she that has my commandments, and keep them, he or she is the one that loves me. That he will in return love him or her and will show himself to him or her.” Therefore, you cannot say that you love Jesus if you do not keep his commandments, because the words Jesus speaks is not his, but it is The Father’s who sent him.” Apparently, one who does not keep the words of Jesus is in disobedience to the commandments of God Almighty and will not receive eternal life, unless they repent and obey the words of Jesus (John 14:24).
True Christians believe for the reason that in the resurrection Sabbath, all previous Sabbaths converged and were fulfilled by and in Jesus Christ, on and in the Seventh Day Sabbath by rising from the death “on the Sabbath,” and “before the first day of the week”, in the very end of (day light)” ---(John 20:1). John tells us here that it was still dark when Mary Magdalene in the company of Joanna, and Mary the mother of James, and other women, came to the tomb, and found that the stone covering the tomb had been removed.  With the entrance of the tomb being left wide open, they entered and found no body of Jesus in the tomb. The women could not have gone to the wrong tomb as claimed by the “wrong tomb theory” because in Luke 23: 55 we read that they were the same group of women that followed his body and saw where and how he was buried. Now we must realize that in God’s Day it is 12 hours of day and 12 hours of night, because midnight is actually in the middle of the night. The evening starts the night time hours and the morning starts the day time hours equaling one day (Gen. 1:5; Lev. 23:32). But the world system of worship would have you believe that Jesus rose on Sunday. To accomplish this, they had to change the calendar, the time and the whole story to suite their own luciferian purposes in honor of the Sun Day worship of the Sun –Saturn, Santa, Satan worship. 
Two men in shinning garments said to the women, “Why seek ye the living among the dead?” Some have supposed there is a discrepancy here, for Matthew and Mark mention of only one angel (Matt. 28:5; Mark 16:5). In fact John says nothing about any angel. But the problem is readily resolved: Matthew and Mark did not say there was only one angel. Luke simply gives us fuller information. 
Often we run into people who are looking for God among the dead. They study the Bible as a mere historical document and go to church as if to a memorial service. But Jesus is not among the dead—he lives (Mark 12:27). This is why Christianity is not a religion; it is a relationship with someone that is alive and well. His name is Jesus. He reigns in the hearts of Christians, and he is the head of his church. If you are looking for Jesus, you won’t find him among the dead. Look among the living. If you expect him to be active in your life, in the world and in the church, look for signs of his power—they are all around you. The Bible does not say that the women saw Jesus rising or coming out of the tomb while it was still dark. The two men said to them “He is not here, but risen, gone; they reminded them of the words of Jesus, saying “The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified, and the third day rise again” (Matt. 12:40). 

His disciples did not believe the women’s story even after they all had witnessed Jesus raise Lazarus and others from the dead. So Peter ran to the tomb with that other disciple; that other disciple was most certainly John, the author of the fourth Gospel. Peter stooping down he beheld the same linen clothes with which Jesus was buried as we read in Luke chapter 23:53, which signified his priesthood. Peter departed being confused, but the women weren’t perplexed anymore because they remembered the words of Jesus as was told to them by the two men at the tomb. Jesus had said to his disciples that “But after I am risen again, I will go before you into Galilee” (Matt. 26:32).
21-25. The two men returning to Emmaus village that same day, were followers of Jesus and not of the twelve disciples. Reading from verse 21 makes one wonder how much of the word of God can we actually remember without the help of the Holy Spirit. The twelve and these other disciples could not even remember one thing Jesus said to them in the two and half years he spent with them. In their narrative of his sufferings and death to this stranger who had drew near and went with them, the disciples said,  "Though he was so dear both to God and man, yet the chief priests and our rulers, in contempt of both, delivered him to the Roman power, to be condemned to death, and they have crucified him.’’ Here they intimated the stranger of their disappointment in him, as the reason of their sadness: "We trusted that it had been he who should have redeemed Israel.  We are of those who not only looked upon him to be a prophet, like Moses, but, like him, a redeemer too.’’ 
They had more reason than ever to trust that this was he that should deliver Israel; yet now they are ready to give up the cause. Here is an account of their amazement with reference to his resurrection. "This is the third day since he was crucified and died, and that was the day when it was expected, if ever, that he should rise again, and rise in glory and outward pomp, and show himself as publicly in honor as he had been shown three days before in disgrace; but we see no sign of it; nothing appears, as we expected, to the conviction and confusion of his prosecutors, and the consolation of his disciples, but all is silent.’’ You know, we are likely to miss Jesus and withdraw from the strength found in other believers when we become preoccupied with our dashed hopes and frustrated plans. Only when we are looking for Jesus in our midst will we experience the power and help he can bring. Most Jews believed that the Old Testament prophecies pointed to a military and political Messiah; they did not realize that the Messiah had come to redeem people from slavery to sin. When Jesus died, therefore, they lost all hope. They did not understand that Jesus death offered the greatest hope possible.
These two disciples own that there was a report among them that he was risen, but they seem to speak of it very slightly, and as what they gave no credit at all to (v. 22, v. 23): "Certain women also of our company made us astonished (and that was all), who were early at the sepulcher, and found the body gone, and they said that they had seen a vision of angels, who said that he was alive; but we are ready to think it was only their fancy, and no real thing, for angels would have been sent to the apostles, not to the women, and women are easily imposed upon.’’ They acknowledge that some of the apostles had visited the sepulcher, and found it empty. "But him they saw not, and therefore we have reason to fear that he is not risen, for, if he be, surely he would have shown himself to them; so that, upon the whole matter, we have no great reason to think that he is risen, and therefore have no expectations from him now; our hopes were all nailed to his cross, and buried in his grave.’’ He was depended upon, and great things expected from him, by them that looked for redemption and in it for the consolation of Israel. Now we see what the lack of the knowledge of the Scriptures will do to anyone who claims to be a Christian. Our Lord Jesus, though not known by face to them, makes himself known to them by his word. He reproves them for their incogitancy, and the weakness of their faith in the scriptures of the Old Testament and what he had taught them in the New: O fools, and slow of heart to believe. When Jesus forbade us to say to our brother, Thou fool, it was intended to restrain us from giving unreasonable reproaches, not from giving just reproofs.  Jesus called them fools, not as it signifies wicked men, in which sense he forbade it to us, but as it signifies weak men. He might call them fools, for he knows our foolishness, the foolishness that is bound in our hearts. Those are fools that act against their own interest; so they did who would not admit the evidence given them that their Master was risen, but put away the comfort of it.

26-38. That which is condemned in them as their foolishness is, First, their slowness to believe. Believers are branded as fools by atheists, and infidels, and free-thinkers, and their most holy faith is censured as a fond credulity; but Jesus Christ tells us that those are fools who are slow of heart to believe, and are kept from it by prejudices never impartially examined. Secondly, their slowness to believe the writings of the prophets. He does not so much blame them for their slowness to believe the testimony of the women and of the angels, but for that which was the cause thereof, their slowness to believe the prophets beginning at Moses; for, if they had given the prophets of the Old Testament their due weight and consideration, they would have been as sure of Jesus Christ’s rising from the dead that Sabbath evening (being the third day after his death). He shows them that the sufferings of Christ, which were such a stumbling-block to them, and made them unapt to believe his glory, were really the appointed way to his glory, and he could not go to it any other way: "Ought not the Christ (the Messiah) to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory? Was it not decreed, and was not that decree declared, that the promised Messiah must first suffer and then reign, that he must go by his cross to his crown?’’ Had they never read the fifty-third of Isaiah and the ninth of Daniel, where the prophets speak so very plainly of the sufferings of Christ the Messiah and the glory that should follow? (Dan 9: 24, 25; 7:13; 1 Peter. 1:11).
Beginning at Moses, the first inspired writer of the Old Testament with the promised seed in Genesis, he went in order through all the prophets, and expounded to them the things concerning himself, showing that the sufferings he had now gone through were so far from defeating the prophecies of the scripture concerning him that they were the accomplishment of them. He began at Moses, who recorded the first promise, in which it was plainly foretold that the Messiah should have his heel bruised, but that by it the serpent’s head should be incurably broken (Gen. 3:15).
Thus ready is Christ to give further instructions and comforts to those who improve what they have received. He has promised that if any man or woman shall open the door of their heart, to bid him welcome, he will come in to him, (Rev. 3:20). He manifested himself to them, v. 30, v. 31. After the veil was taken off their eyes, and then they made no question but it was their Master. We see how Jesus Christ by his Spirit and grace makes himself known to the souls of his people.  He opens the scriptures to them, for they are they which testify of him to those who search them, and search for him in them. He meets them at his table, in the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper, and commonly there makes further discoveries of himself to them, is known to them in the breaking of bread. But, the work is completed by the opening of the eyes of their mind, and causing the scales to fall off from them, as from Paul’s in his conversion (Acts 9:18). If he that gives the revelation does not give the understanding, we are in the dark still, for this reason Jesus has appointed the Holy Spirit as the one remind us of his words and teach us. He immediately disappeared. He vanished out of their sight. Jesus, in his resurrected body, was able to disappear at will. He could pass through doors (John 20:26) and come and go as he pleased. The angels who took on human form were able to pass through bars of iron, according to Acts 12:7. When the angel let Peter out of the prison, the Iron Gate opened by itself to let them out, for Peter could pass through otherwise. Jesus resurrection body had different properties, so will ours when we will be resurrected in Jesus Christ. 
39-45. Jesus told his disciples that he was not a spirit. He had hands and feet. He invited them to feel him. In verse 42, 43, we see that he took and ate broiled fish. On the other hand, his body was not just a restored human body like Lazarus’s (John 11), he was able to appear and disappear. Jesus resurrected body was even more real than before: It was immortal. This is the kind of body we will be given at the resurrection of the dead (1 Cor. 15:42-50). Whoever denies the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ does so against the express affirmation of it in Scripture.

He not only showed them his hands and his feet, that is, Jesus showed his disciples the marks of the nails in his hands and feet. He did eat. The fact that Jesus ate the fish indicates that his resurrection state was not simply that of spirit. It was a different body in that it was immortal and perfect, yet he performed the normal act of eating food (Gen. 18:4-8). From the Scripture we learn of the many days that elapsed between his resurrection and his return to heaven. He travelled to Galilee and back with his disciples (Matt. 28:16; John 21).  In Acts 1:3 Luke tells us that Jesus spent 40 days with his disciples between his resurrection and ascension.
46-48. Everywhere in the Bible the resurrection of Jesus Christ is treated as a bodily resurrection, destroying oft-repeated rationalized explanations such as (1) the “swoon theory,” by the Priori of Zion, a very high level secret Masonic Rosicrucian type of body which claims in their teachings that Jesus died later, that he did not really die on the cross, (2) the “fraud theory”—that the disciples stole his body and lied about the resurrection; (3) the “hallucination theory”—that the excited disciples saw visions but not the real Jesus; and (4) the “wrong-tomb theory”—that the women and the disciples went to the wrong tomb. However, Jesus’ empty tomb nullifies all of these hollow notions, for the belief in Jesus Christ’s resurrection arose out of the fact of the resurrection. Moreover, the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ was necessary in order to (1) make the forgiveness of sins possible (1Cor. 15:17); (2) fulfill the biblical prophecies of the resurrection (2:45, 46); (3) make justification of sinners possible (Rom 4:25; 8:34); and (4) lay a solid foundation for the Christian hope (1Cor. 15:19). Jesus Christ’s resurrection was wrought by the power of God (Acts 2:24; Rom 8:11; Eph. 1:19, 20) and by Jesus Christ himself (John 2:19; 10:18).

The Great Commission presented here has three parts (1) the message they are to preach (the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ and the promise of the forgiveness of sins upon repentance); (2) the people they are to reach (all nations, beginning at Jerusalem); and (3) the power they will have to make their work effective.

49-53. The promise of my Father. According to Acts 1:4, 5 the promise was the baptism of the Holy Spirit which will be given to those who have proven that they love him and keep his commandments (John 14:15-17).  As far as to Bethany. Bethany was approximately a mile away, across the valley on the Mount of Olives. As the disciples stood and watched, Jesus began rising into the air, and soon he disappeared into heaven. Seeing Jesus leave must have been frightening, but they knew he would keep his promise to be with them in Spirit. This same Jesus who lived with the disciples, who died and was buried, and who rose from the dead, loves us and promises to be with us always. We can get to know him better through studying the Scriptures, praying, and allowing the Holy Spirit to make us more like him. 
Jesus physical presence left the disciples when he returned to heaven (Act 1:9), but the Holy Spirit soon came to comfort them and empower them to spread the Gospel of salvation (Acts 2:1-4). Today Jesus’ work of salvation is complete [finished], and he is sitting at God’s right hand, where he has authority over heaven and earth.
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