Sabbath Day Sermon of December 19, 2020.
By Rev. Dr.  Flint Chika, Bishop

The Doctrine of the Rapture by the Lord Jesus
John Chapter 13 [36]KJV.
The Comprehensive knowledge of the contents of the Bible indicates that the history of the human race previous to the eternal conditions is rapidly drawing to a close. The next great event in God Almighty’s prophetic calendar is the coming of Jesus Christ for His Church.

In this chapter, we learn of what Jesus said to His disciples the night before his death. These words were all spoken in one evening when, with only the disciples as his audience, he gave them final instructions to prepare them for his death and resurrection, events that would change their lives forever. The Lord Jesus knew he would be betrayed by one of his disciples, denied by another, and deserted by all of them for a time. Still, “He loved them unto the end.” God Almighty knows every one of us, as Jesus knew his disciples. He knows the sins we have committed and the ones we will commit. Still, He loves you and me.

7-17. Jesus as a model servant showed this attitude to his disciples. Washing guests’ feet was a job for a household servant when guests arrived. But Jesus wrapped a towel around his waist, as the lowest slave would do, and washed his disciples’ feet. My friends, if God Almighty in the flesh is willing to serve, as his followers we must also be servants, willing to serve in any way that glorifies God Almighty. Seeing his Master behave like a slave must have confused Peter. He still did not understand Jesus teaching that to be a leader, one must be a servant. This is not a comfortable passage for leaders who find it hard to serve those under them. If we may ask you, how do you treat those who work under you?

The washing, or rather the being washed, is so important that without it the disciples can have no part in Jesus. This is more of an example of Christian service, and this servant foot washing is also symbolic of Jesus’ servant death. Moreover, the essential washing is reminiscent of baptismal teaching. We find the theology here to be particularly very rich, that the Jesus servant's foot-washing is symbolic of his servant's death. In other words, participation in this salvific death is through baptism, without which ”you will have no inheritance with me” and through which we are ‘clean all over’ and not to be washed again,” says the Lord. All this, in turn, leads to the ethical servant role that we must live concerning one another. If baptized into Jesus' salvific death, we must lead his servant's life. Jesus says, “I have given you a model to follow so that as I have done for you, you should also do for others.

This is a prophetic action description of the role of all Christians, but especially of authority like Peter in the Church of Jesus Christ. This must be exercised on one’s knees before the people of God Almighty. Peter’s difficulty with Jesus Christ's servant role, is a difficulty felt millions of times over by Church authorities and ordinary Christians down through the centuries and reminds us of his similar difficulty in Mark 8:32-33. Here, at this moment, Peter was not considering God Almighty’s purpose, but only his natural human desires and feelings. He wanted Jesus Christ to be King, but not the suffering servant prophesied in Isaiah 53. He was ready to receive the glory of following the Messiah but not in the persecution.

The Christian life is not a paved road to wealth and ease. It often involves hard work, persecution, deprivation, and deep suffering. Peter saw only part of the picture. We must not repeat this mistake in our Christian walk, instead, we should focus on the good that God Almighty can bring out of apparent evil, and the resurrection that follows crucifixion.

18-29. One disciple is not clean. At this “hour,” at this initiation of the final conflict, Judas had already concluded that Jesus was heading in the direction he had not imagined away from where he would have liked him to go. So he decided to cut his losses by denying his share with Jesus; he refuses to believe in the I AM. He too passes over, but into the power of Satan. Judas Iscariot, table companion of the Lord Jesus will now turn his back to the light of the world. As Judas passes from light to darkness, and the passage in the text notes significantly and sadly, “It was night.”

Now, we must understand that Satan’s part in the betrayal of Jesus does not remove any of the responsibility from Judas. Judas probably became disillusioned because Jesus was talking about dying rather than setting up his Kingdom, so he would continue to hold the bag of money as treasurer. Whatever Judas thought, Satan assumed that Jesus' death would end his mission and thwart God Almighty’s plan. He did not know Jesus' death was the most important part of God Almighty’s plan all along. We can see that Jesus knew exactly what was going to happen (John 10:16-18).

 Jesus knew about Judas and Peter, but he did not change the situation, nor did he stop loving them. Just as Jesus knows exactly what you are going to do to hurt him, yet he still loves you unconditionally and will forgive you whenever you ask for it. Because Judas did not want to or couldn’t understand this, and his life ended tragically. Fortunately, for Peter, he understood, and despite his shortcomings, his life ended triumphantly because he never let go of his faith in God Almighty.

31-33. We observe here, that once Judas has left the room and turned his back to the light into the darkness, Jesus began to speak to his own, his dearest friends. Judas was the only disciple that was not given the revelation of the rapture. Various disciples, Peter, Thomas Philip, carry the discussion forward by the questions they pose. Judas' departure has set in motion the events of the passion. Jesus will be glorified, God Almighty will be glorified since God Almighty’s presence as infinite love is about to be manifested in Jesus. Jesus will leave, and that absence is the problem underlying this whole section. As he leaves, he leaves behind his one essential commandment: “Love one another.”

34-35. To love others as you love yourself was not a new commandment (Leviticus 19:18), but to love one another as I have loved you, is a new commandment and was revolutionary. By giving this new commandment, Jesus is saying I am God Almighty. It is a new commandment because this mutual love must be modeled on something new, on the love that Jesus shows for his disciples. Mutual love must be the sign, the indispensable sign, of our discipleship. Now we are to love one another based on Jesus' sacrificial love for us. Such love will not only bring unbelievers to know that we are his disciples, but will bring many of them to believe in Jesus Christ if we have a love for one another.

Believers in Jesus who are well studied in the Word of Jesus Christ, and watch and pray, understand that the next great event in the prophetic calendar in the Bible is the coming of Jesus Christ for His Church, and we warn you that the event is imminent. There are no prophecies unfulfilled that would withhold His coming. Briefly, its purpose is to raise the righteous dead from Adam to the time of this coming and translate believers who are on earth at that time.  This will involve the bringing of the former with Him from heaven, the transformation of the bodies of believers on earth into the perfect, glorified bodies, and the transportation of both classes to heaven. This event is called in theological circles, The Rapture of the Church, in that the Church of Jesus Christ will be joined forever to her great Bridegroom, Jesus Christ.

Our Lord Jesus gave us a hint of the rapture in the verse of our study John 13:36 and speaks of His coming for His people in John 14:1-4, where He tells His disciples and us that He is going to His Father’s house to prepare a place for all His children and that He will come again and receive them to Himself. In other words, He is coming from heaven into the atmosphere of this earth to take the Church with Him back to heaven. And the event may take place at any moment. Believers in Jesus will be taken to heaven, lukewarm Christians and unbelievers will be left on earth to undergo the terrible times of the reign of the antichrist. At the time of this writing, the false prophet of the antichrist is already here, preparing the way for the reign of the beast, but the Rock, that is, the Church of Jesus Christ is preventing him from taking over the world until after the rapture [2 Thessalonians 2: 7, 8].

36-38. In these verses, we have Peter’s curiosity and the check given to that. Peter’s question was bold and blunt: Lord, whither goest thou? Referring to what Jesus Christ had said, whither I go, you cannot come.  Jesus Christ’s answer was instructive. He did not gratify him with any particular account of the world he was going to, because he should have known where he was going from Jesus’ teachings, but Jesus said what he had said before: Let this suffice, thou canst not follow me now, but shalt follow me afterward. Some have said that this may be understood to mean of Peter following him to the cross: But Jesus is speaking about what he said in verse 33, that where he is going they cannot come, and that is to the Father in heaven. For the [little children] disciples and ourselves, we would come afterward, that is when he will be appearing in the clouds to take His Church with him to heaven. Here, we learn that it was Jesus who introduced the doctrine we know today as the Rapture, and we believe that is from where Paul picked up what he wrote to the Church in Thessalonica [1 Thessalonians 4:13-17].
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