Sabbath Day Sermon of December 19, 2015

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop
What Is Mystery Babylon and Who Destroys It?
Revelation Chapter 17.

Most people have always thought of Mystery Babylon as a single entity, for example the Roman Catholic, or the Kaaba in Saudi Arabia as the Mystery Babylon. But Mystery Babylon is more than you can ever imagine.  Although it is religious, it is also political. It is the agent, mother and wife of the antichrist. Some have said that if it were just Rome that is Mystery Babylon, why then does the Bible speak of the Babylon as the City in which the Lord Jesus Christ was crucified? (Revelation 11:8). Babylon comprises of Sodom and Egypt which are the two major spiritual conditions that are at the foundation of all pagan religions and organizations that make up the religion of Mystery Babylon: Sodom represents worship through vile sexual acts; Egypt represents the worship of idols and pagan mysticisms known today as Kabala. These religions and more make up the system that is hostile to God known as the “Mystery of Babylon, the Great, the Mother of Harlots and Abominations of the Earth.”
Some have said that the “great whore,” called Babylon represents the early Roman Empire, while others think it represents the Kabba in Saudi Arabia. But we believe that Mystery Babylon does not represent just the early Roman Empire or the Kabba. Of course, Rome is the prominent inheritor of the Mystery Babylon system because of its many gods, in-addition to dead people she calls saints, and the blood of Christian martyrs still on her hands as she plots for more blood of true Christians that she plans to shed in the near future. 
Babylon was destroyed by the Medes and Persians in the 5th century B.C. and as a result, the priests of the ancient Chaldean Mysteries moved from Babylon to the city of Pergamum. John identified this city as the city of Satan's Seat in Revelation 3:12-13. Now it is imperative to realize that Satan is not omnipresent, as God is, and can only be situated in one domicile at a time. Pergamum represents his locale for logistical satanic operations during the time that John wrote the book of Revelations. 

Rome acquired the city of Pergamum by decree of Attalus III when he died and bequeathed his kingdom to Rome's Caesar. Thus the foundation was laid for Rome to eventually evolve into the religious institution predominated by the ancient Babylon styled Mysteries religious system. The ancient Babylonian chief priest had carried the title of "Pontifex Maximus”, and that title had been transferred to Pergamum, and then on to Rome, when Julius Caesar acquired the title by acquiring the throne of Roman civil and religious offices. Caesar appeared in official functions dressed in a robe of scarlet and carrying the keys of Janus and Cybele. It is the very decor that the Popes would array themselves in, when Emperor Constantine combined the secular office of Caesar and the chair of the Bishop of Rome. 
Thereafter, the Cult of Isis, an Egyptian mother-goddess religion was absorbed into Roman Catholic Religion by replacing Isis with Mary. Cyril, the Bishop of Alexandria and CANONIZED dead saint, had openly embraced the cause of Isis, the Egyptian goddess, and had anthropomorphized her into Mary, the mother of God; and the Trinitarian of [God, Mother and Child] of the Roman Catholic Religion. Many of the titles that were used for Isis, such as “Queen of Heaven,” “Mother of God,” and theotokos (“God-bearer”) were attached to Mary. Mary was given an exalted role in the Catholic faith, far beyond what the Bible ascribes to her, in order to attract Isis worshippers to a faith they would not otherwise embrace. Many temples to Isis were, in fact, converted into temples dedicated to Mary. The first clear hints of Catholic Mariology occurred in the writings of Origen, who lived in Alexandria, Egypt, which happened to be the focal point of Isis worship.
One of the most amazing aspects about the ascendancy of the papacy is that the church of Rome promotes the Pope as the "Pontifex Maximus" or, Supreme Pontiff. The title Pontifex Maximus is mentioned numerous times by the early true Christian Church leaders (particularly by Tertullian), but it was not applied to a Christian bishop. The early true Christian Church leaders say that the Pontifex Maximus was the "King of Heathendom", the evil high priest of the pagan mystery religion of Rome. It is certainly not likely that Jesus Christ appointed Peter "Pontifex Maximus" of Rome. There is no historical or Scriptural evidence to support the Catholic religion’s claim that Peter was ever in Rome. It is the pagan god Jupiter that is renamed Peter of the Roman Catholic religion.
Of course, Jesus Christ did not appoint Peter to be the Pontifex Maximus. And of course, the early true Christian Church leaders spoke of the Pontifex Maximus in such derogatory, paganistic ways. Because when the early church Fathers were writing, the Pontifex Maximus was the head of the Roman pagan religion, and the Roman Empire itself was pagan. As any student of Roman history knows, the Pontifex Maximus was an imperial office, usually held by the Emperor himself, which made one the "chief priest" of the Roman "state pagan cult."

If you ask, “How does this Mystery Babylon religion work and what does it represent?” The great whore represents the seductiveness of the religious and government system as it uses immoral means to gain its own pleasure, prosperity and advantage. Throughout history, people have been killed for their faith. Over the last century, millions have been killed by oppressive religions and governments, and many of these were believers in Jesus Christ. The woman’s drunkenness shows her pleasure in her evil accomplishments and her false feeling of her evil triumph over the Congregation of Jesus Christ. But to her dismay, every martyr who has fallen before her sword has only served to strengthen the faith of many more in Jesus Christ. If you ask, “What is the meaning of the two fingers the Pope and his Cardinals display in public? The two fingers mean “Temporal and Spiritual” control of the world for their god Satan also known as Lucifer.
In Revelation 11 we read that when the two witnesses have finished their work, only then can they be martyred by the beast that ascends out of the bottomless pit. Their bodies will be in the streets of the great city that represents Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord Jesus was crucified. Our Lord Jesus Christ was crucified in Jerusalem; therefore, we believe that Jerusalem is the city that is being referred in this passage.  In the end times Jerusalem will become the center of all Mystery Babylonian and Egyptian worship, where the antichrist will sit himself in the temple they have already started building for him, and in it will he declare himself God and would demand worship.
John here paints for us a perfect picture that graphically describes Mystery Babylon and the Beast. John states what the relationship of the one is to the other and announces the impending destruction of both. The great harlot is Mystery Babylon. This woman which is a religious system is drunk with the blood of the saints and martyrs. This denotes the rituals of this religion which require the taking of blood oath; the drinking of the blood of their victims, and making a pack with Lucifer also known as Satan who is the head of the Mystery Babylon religion. In our day Mystery Babylon is being perfected through powerful tools known as ecumenism, and the World Council of Churches.
7-15. John describes for us the relationship between the woman or Mystery Babylon religion and the beast. The beast has seven heads and ten horns. The woman is pictured as sitting on this beast as her transport. Here we discover the woman and the beast collaborating to rule the world, which should sound familiar to those of us who live in the end times: the New World Order. We hope this convinces you that the woman or Mystery Babylon religion has the beast as its ally and are inchoate to deceive, steal and kill. But Babylon here appears to think she controls even the beast, but not knowing that she is actually a useful idiot in the eyes of the beast.
 
We read in verse 16 that in a dramatic turn of events, the woman’s allies at the command of the beast turned on her and destroyed her. Thus, Babylon is destroyed by the beast that she had controlled. She is made naked and desolate and her flesh is eaten and the city burned. Meaning she herself would be sacrificed as meat to the beast she served. This is how evil operates. Destructive by its very nature, it discards its own adherents when they cease to serve its purposes. An unholy alliance is an uneasy alliance, because each partner puts its own interests first. The Mystery Babylon religious system is overthrown by the beast, which will dwell in the man of sin, or the lawless one as spoken of by Apostle Paul in 2 Thessalonians 2:3, 4. If this is so, he will purpose to destroy the true Christian faith and require all people to worship him. 

The phrase, “was, and is not, and yet is” means the beast and its Mystery Babylon religion were alive, died or went underground at the birth of Christianity, and then came back to life, or has resurfaced as the end approaches. This resurrection of evil power backed with a lot of cash to buy souls, will convince many to join forces with him, but those who choose the side of evil condemn themselves to the devil’s fate, that is, eternal torment in the Lake of Fire.
16-18. The number seven represents completeness and ten is the number of the world. It appears that seven here symbolizes the apostate religious hierarchy in league with the political power symbolized by the ten horns. The city of Rome is famous for its seven hills, and so is Jerusalem. Many say that whichever of these two cities that symbolizes all evil in the world: any person(s), religion, group, government, or structure, is against Jesus Christ.  So whatever view is taken of the seven hills and the seven kings, would indicate the climax of Satan’s struggle against God. Evil’s power is limited and its destruction is on the horizon. Just as the bible says, after the apostate religion system known today as Babylon the mother of harlots has served the purpose of the beast, it will be cast down and destroyed by the beast, who has for his purpose the destruction of the true Christian faith. The beast then will demand to be worshipped as God.
The ten horns represent kings of nations yet to rise then, but have risen now in the end times. God created 70 nations, but today we have almost 200 nations. Out of these nations, ten of them would follow other powers with Rome and will take a blood oath which is a good example of how the antichrist’s system will work, demanding complete allegiance and ruling by raw power, oppression, and slavery. The kings of these ten nations will give their power to the antichrist and will wage war against the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ. “For God had put it in their hearts to fulfill his will, and to agree and give their kingdom unto the beast until the words of God shall be fulfilled.” But here is a victory gained by the Lamb: The Lamb shall overcome.  Jesus Christ must reign till all enemies are put under his feet; he will be sure to meet with many enemies, and much opposition, but he will also be sure to gain the victory. Here is the ground or reason of the victory assigned; and this is taken. 
From the character of the Lamb: He is King of kings and Lord of lords. He has both by nature and by office, supreme dominion and power over all things; all the powers of earth and hell are subject to his check and control. From the character of his followers: They are called, and chosen, and faithful. They are called out by commission to this warfare; they are chosen and fitted for it, and they will be faithful in it. Such an army, under such a commander, will at length carry the entire world before them. The victory is justly aggrandized. By the vast multitude who paid obedience and subjection to the beast and to the whore. She sat upon (that is, presided over) many waters; and these waters were so many multitudes of people, and nations, of all languages; yea, she reigned not only over kingdoms, but over the kings, and they were her tributaries and vassals. 
Here we noted the powerful influence which God hereby showed he had over the minds of great men. Their hearts were in his hand, and he turned them as he pleased; for, it was of God, and to fulfill his will, that these kings agreed to give their kingdom unto the beast; they were judicially blinded and hardened to do so. In other words, it was of God that afterwards their hearts were turned against the whore, to hate her, and to make her desolate and naked, and to eat her flesh, and burn her with fire; they shall at length see their folly, and how they have been bewitched and enslaved by the Papacy. Out of a just resentment, shall they not only fall off from Rome the head of the Mystery Babylon religion, but shall be made the instruments of God’s providence in her destruction..
In the midst of this great evil, it is clear enough that God is using wicked people to accomplish divine purpose. If you ask how does this work? It has always been the purpose of God to use the wicked to drive his run away children back to himself. Therefore, no matter what happens, we must trust that God is still in charge, that God overrules all the plans and intrigues of the Evil One, and that God’s plan will happen just as he says and has revealed them. He even uses people opposed to him as tools to execute his will. Although he allows evil to permeate this present world, the new earth will never know sin when Jesus Christ returns to reign. 
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Definitions: 

Janus: a Roman demon god that is identified with doors, gates, and all beginnings and that is depicted with two opposite faces. The two headed monster.
Cybele:  a nature demon goddess of the ancient peoples of Asia Minor. Semiramis renamed.
The New World Order: http://www.libertyforlife.com/nwo/albert_pike.htm
