Sabbath Day Sermon of December 16, 2017.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The New Beginning in Jesus Christ.
John Chapter 2.
In this chapter we read that Jesus was invited to a marriage ceremony with his disciples, and his mother was also there. When they wanted wine, Mary the mother of Jesus said to him they have no wine.”  Jesus said unto her, Woman, what have I to do with thee? Mine hour is not yet come.” I am yet to find in the New Testament where Jesus called Mary mother. But in the Catholic doctrine Mary is the mother of God. 

So what does this miracle of changing water into wine represent? We find that in this instance the meaning is multiple, but it is centered on one basic point: the arrival through Jesus of the new messianic age. What is changed in this incident is not simply water, but water for the Old Testament ceremonial washings. It is changed not simply into wine, but into wine of highest quality and of surprising quantity; each jar holding fifteen to twenty gallons. Such was a super abundance of wine as was a frequent prophetic figure of speech for the dawning of the messianic age signifying the abundance of God’s grace for the forgiveness of sins and for the redemption of humanity (Amos 9:13, 14; Joel 3:18). This symbol was current also at the time of Jesus Christ and for our time.

Changing the Old Testament water into messianic wine, consequently, signifies the passing away of the first old system of animal sacrifices for sin and moving forward into the second, the new (Hebrews 9:1-28; 10: 1-10).  Here we see two somewhat different pictures; one is the picture of a complete tabernacle in heaven with its outer court and its inner sanctuary beyond the veil where God Almighty dwells. The other picture appears to be the universe itself structured like a tabernacle in which the earth is the outer court and heaven itself is the inner sanctuary. Therefore, entering heaven, by death, is passing through the veil into God Almighty’s presence. The important point of this passage is that the death of Jesus Christ is the one really effective sacrifice that atones for the sins of humanity.

The main force of the contrast between the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ and the Day of Atonement sacrifices of the Israelites high priest is brought out explicitly, showing that the high priest’s sacrifices were inadequate to take away sin in definitive way because they had to be repeated every year. However, sin continues to be a part of people’s lives. But Jesus Christ’s death was a once-for-all sacrifice that took away sin for good. Therefore, the Catholic Mass during which Jesus is killed over and over again represents the rejection of the finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross. The Catholic system as well as in Judaism is the continuation of the old system that has been abolished by the second covenant between humanity and God Almighty inaugurated by Jesus Christ (Jeremiah 31: 31-35; Hebrew 10:6-10). 

4-10. “Woman” As a man Jesus was closed to Mary his mother; as God Almighty, he was distant from her. He was both her son and her Savior (Luke 1:45-55), just as Jesus is the Son of David and yet his LORD (Psalm 110:1; Mathew 22:45). Mary had to learn from the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry that her son had begun his office as Messiah. Until his hour came, his work was determined solely by the Father’s will, not as portrayed in the Catholic doctrine and in the films sponsored by them showing Mary giving directives to Jesus. Mary submitted to Jesus’ ways of doing things. She recognized that Jesus was more than her human son; he was the Son of Almighty God. 
However, Jesus never forgot his mother, as the tender scene at Calvary indicates. Despite his intense suffering on the cross Jesus did not forget his mother after the flesh. He gave her over to his disciple who was to be like a son to her to care for her after his departure from the world. Jesus asked his close friend John, the writer of this Gospel, to care for his mother, Mary, whose husband, Joseph must have been dead by this time. It is John who records both of these incidents (John 19:26). If you ask, “Why didn’t Jesus assign this task to his three half brothers who were Mary’s sons? As the eldest son, Jesus entrusted his mother to a disciple who was his true brother that stayed with him at the cross, and that was John.
When God almighty removes one of our supports he sometimes raises up another to take its place. Sometimes it is something we never looked or hoped. John cheerfully accepted this responsibility and Mary was assured of help all the days of her life, for John lived the longest of the disciples, almost to the end of the first century.

11-17. The miracles Jesus performed were signs not only intended to help people, they were intended to bring people to salvation. Jesus says that these miracles are records so that you will believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of Almighty God, and that believing in him you will have life. Jesus Christ’s miracles were unique in that he performed them by virtue of his inherent power; all other miracles by God Almighty were made possible by delegated power, as stated in Acts 19:11, “God gave Paul the power to do unusual miracles.” Healing and exorcisms resulted from placing Paul’s handkerchiefs upon the afflicted. The handkerchiefs were sweat rags that he tied around his head and waist while working at his trade.
The miracles were merely superhuman happenings, but they were happenings that demonstrated God Almighty’s power. For every miracle Jesus did was a renewal of fallen creation, restoring sight, making the lame walk even restoring life to the dead. True Christians believe in Jesus not because he is a superman , but because he is God Almighty continuing his creation, even in those of us who are poor, weak crippled, orphaned, blind, lame, or with some other desperate need for re-creation.
Today many preachers advertise handkerchiefs for such use and money is asked for them. But the materials have not come from the sweat of honest labor. The healings constituted a reminder of Jesus’ miracles among who touched the fringe of his cloak. In verse 14 of this chapter we read of the hundreds of thousands of dispersed Judeans who came to Jerusalem for Passover. 
They came from afar and could not bring animals for sacrifice. They brought different kinds of currency, which had to be exchanged and then used for the purchase of animals. Thus the temple site became the haunt of money or the temple Wall Street for money changers and animal dealers. Thus, the animal merchants and money changers did a flourishing business in the Temple courtyard of the Gentiles. The price for sacrificial animals was much higher in the Temple area than elsewhere. This is for how long the fleecing of the Gentiles has gone on even in our time by the people who claim to be God chosen.

They rationalized this practice as a convenience for the worshippers and as a way to make money for the Temple upkeep. But the religious leaders were so focus on the money that they did not seem to care that the Court of the Gentiles was so full of merchants with goods that foreigners found it difficult to worship. But the main purpose for visiting the Temple was the worship. Now you can see why Jesus was angry! Jesus was angry at the dishonest, greedy practices of the money changers and merchants who exploited those who had come to God Almighty’s house to worship, and he particularly disliked their presence on the Temple grounds. They made mockery of God Almighty’s house of worship. 

Jesus made a whip and chased out the money changers. Jesus was not in uncontrollable rage when he chased them out; he took the evil acts in the Temple as an insult to God Almighty, and thus he did not deal with them halfheartedly. He was “eaten up” with righteous anger against such flagrant disrespect for God Almighty.

18-25. “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” The Jews understood Jesus to mean the Temple at which he had just driven the merchants and money changers to mean that this imposing building could be torn down and rebuilt in three days, and they were startled. But Jesus was not talking about the literal Temple, but about his body. His listeners did not realize it, but Jesus was greater than the Temple (Matthew 12:6). His words would take on meaning for his disciples after his resurrection. That Jesus Christ so perfectly fulfilled this prediction became the strongest proof for his claims to be God Almighty.

What Jesus knew about human nature, especially the many who claimed to believe in his name when they saw the miracles? Of course, Jesus the Son of God knows all about human nature. He was well aware of the truth of Jeremiah 17:9, the fact that “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; who can know it?” Jesus knew that the claim of some would-be followers then and in our time would be superficial. Some of the same people claiming to believe in Jesus at that time would later yell “Crucify him.” My friends, it is easy to believe when it is exciting and everyone else believes the same way. But can you keep your faith firm even when it is not popular to following Jesus Christ? If you can answer this question truthfully from your heart, then your decision is made on where you will spend eternity.
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