Sabbath Day Sermon of December 12, 2020

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Importance of Jesus and the 

Consequences for Rejecting Him

Matthew Chapter 11

Jesus assures us that as His witnesses some who hear us will reject our message, but others will receive it. Whoever honors Jesus Christ’s ambassadors honors him, and whoever dishonors his ambassadors dishonors Him. There is a suitable reward for those who serve Jesus Christ faithfully.

John had been put in prison by Herod Antipas, because he was opposed to Herod’s marriage to his sister-in-law, and John publicly rebuked Herod’s flagrant sin. Some have said that as John sat in prison that he began to doubt whether Jesus was the messiah. He knew Jesus was the Messiah when he baptized Him. But we think that John wanted to know for certain that his mission was completed, after all, he prophesied these words in John 1: 23-35. It was John’s purpose and mission to prepare people for the coming Messiah, and now that the Messiah has come, it was not God Almighty’s purpose that John should continue. God Almighty planned that all eyes should be on Jesus the Messiah. 

Jesus answered John’s inquiry by pointing out to his acts of healing and blind, lame, and deaf, curing the lepers, raising the dead, and preaching the Good News to the poor. These deeds proved Jesus’ messianic identity by listing the Messiah’s deeds in terms of Isaiah 35:5-6; 61:1. My friends, if you sometimes doubt your salvation, the forgiveness of your sins, or God Almighty’s work in your life, look at the evidence in Scripture and the changes in your life. Now remember that Doubt, Fear, and Negativity are not part of God Almighty’s Kingdom; it is of Satan’s kingdom.

According to Jesus, no man ever fulfilled his God Almighty’s given purpose better than John. Yet in God Almighty’s coming to Kingdom as some scholars have interpreted what Jesus said, that the last member in the Kingdom of God Almighty would have a greater spiritual heritage than John because they would have seen and known Jesus Christ and his finished work on the cross. While this statement appeared to be enigmatic, but we believe that Jesus was comparing John’s accomplishments in his imperfections to the saints that are already in the Kingdom of heaven. In other words, would you like to be as John or as the saints in heaven?  

All that John had accomplished on earth could not be compared with the saints that are already in heaven who are now perfect and without sin. Again, as great and good as John the Baptist was, he was still in the flesh, full of infirmity and imperfections, whereas the lowest saint in the Kingdom of heaven is already glorified and “greater” than any saint still on earth. By that statement, Jesus was also intimating his disciples that John would soon be taking off his earthly body for the glorified heavenly body. Shortly thereafter John was killed by Herod, and Jesus was moving steadily toward Jerusalem for his date with destiny at Calvary.

Some have taken the occasion in their writings from the question John sent, to reflect upon him, as weak and wavering, and inconsistent with himself, to prevent anyone from coming to the wrong conclusion the reason John sent the question, Jesus Christ gives him this character and commendation. As Christians, it should be our duty to consult the reputation of our brethren, and not only to remove, but to obviate and prevent, jealousies and ill thoughts of them; and we must take all occasions, especially such as discover anything of infirmity, to speak well of those who are praiseworthy, and to give them that fruit of their hands. John the Baptist, when he was upon the stage, and Jesus Christ in privacy and preparation, bore testimony to Jesus Christ; and now that Jesus Christ appeared publicly, and John was under a cloud, he bore testimony to John. 

They who have confirmed interest in themselves should improve upon it to help others credit and reputations, whose character claims it, but whose temper or present circumstances seem to contradict their true nature. This is giving honor to whom honor is due. John had abased himself to honor Jesus Christ (John. 3:20, 30, 11), had made himself nothing, that Jesus Christ might be All, and now Jesus Christ dignifies him with this character. They who humble themselves shall be exalted, and those that honor Jesus Christ he will honor; those that confess him before men, he will confess, and sometimes before men too, even in this world. John had now finished his testimony, and now Jesus Christ commends him. Jesus Christ reserves honor for his servants when they have done their work, (John 12:26).

Now concerning this commendation of John, we observe that Jesus Christ spoke thus honorably of John, not in the hearing of John’s disciples, but as they departed, just after they were gone, (Luke 7:24). He would not so much as seem to flatter John, nor have these praises of him reported to him. Though we must be forward to give to all their due praise for their encouragement, yet we must avoid everything that looks like flattery, or maybe in danger of puffing them up.  The final saying of Jesus declares “blessed” are those who do not find Jesus to be a scandal or a stumbling block. This beatitude more likely prepares for the following incidents in which many people do find Jesus to be a stumbling block even in our time.

7-15. Jesus identifies John as a prophet but goes further by proclaiming him to be the fulfillment of Malachi 3:1; the prophet who will precede the coming of God Almighty’s Kingdom. This identification is made even more explicit in verse 14 when John is called Elijah. According to Malachi 4:5, God Almighty would send Elijah the prophet from heaven before the great and terrible day of the Lord comes. But for all John’s greatness, he has not yet inaugurated the decisive new age that the coming of God Almighty’s Kingdom will represent (Hebrews 4: 9-16). Nevertheless, John’s imprisonment constitutes a violent attack against the coming kingdom, an attack that will be repeated in the case of Jesus. Those who oppose the preaching of John and Jesus about the Kingdom oppose the Kingdom itself.

16-19. We observe here that John and Jesus are rejected. The austere and ascetic John was dismissed as having a demon, and the Joyful and expansive Jesus is rejected for keeping bad company; a friend of the rejects of the society. Despite rejection by those who consider themselves wise, divine Wisdom will win out and confirm the actions of both John and Jesus. Verses 16-17, of the passage, compares the unbelievers to sullen children who refuse to play either the happy game of Jesus or the sad game of John the Baptist.

Jesus Christ condemned the attitude of the generation of his day on earth. No matter what he said or did, they took the opposite view. They were cynical and skeptical because he challenged their comfortable, secure, and self-centered lives. In our time as well, many often justify their inconsistencies because listening to God Almighty may require them to change the way they live.

20-24. The Galilean cities in which Jesus had done his mighty deeds are given stern warnings. There are two pronouncements. Each contains a judgment “woe”, an explanation and comparison, and a prediction concerning the final judgment of the impenitent people of these cities. First Chorazin and Bethsaida are threatened with “woe,” because they have not repented in response to the deeds of Jesus. Their final judgment will be worse than that of the pagan cities of Tyre and Sidon. Then Capernaum is threatened with woe, and its delusions of grandeur are compared to those of the king of Babylon as described in Isaiah 14:13-15. Capernaum was where Jesus’ ministry was based, its headquarters so to say; it too had refused to respond adequately to Jesus deeds, and its final fate will be even worse than that of the wicked city of Sodom. Both sayings of judgment assume the decisive importance of Jesus in human history.

25-27. These verses link the themes of the decisive importance of Jesus Christ and the rejection of him. In this passage, we note the traditional sayings according to the following outline: the praise of the Father, the identity of Jesus Christ, and the invitation to come. Beginning with the typical Hebrew formulas of prayer, Jesus praises God Almighty for revealing to the simple and uneducated people, who were most receptive to Jesus, what has been hidden from the scholars and religious experts. Then Jesus asserts that God Almighty has granted him the revelation of Himself as completely as a father discloses himself to a son. The relationship between God Almighty and Jesus is so close that the only adequate terms for it are as Father and Son. Therefore, only Jesus can pass on to other real knowledge of God Almighty.  

28-30. In conclusion, Jesus expresses his invitation to discipleship using the traditional image of the law as a “yoke.” Believers in Jesus have a yoke for their necks and a crown for their heads The yoke signifies identification with Jesus in his death and the sufferings attendant thereto; the other signifies participation in Jesus Christ’s glory when the believers shall wear crowns on their heads and enjoy everlasting blessedness. Becoming a Christian does not deliver anyone from suffering, but such is a light affliction compared to the glory that shall be revealed in you. Jesus, the authoritative interpreter of the law, promises refreshment and rest in his wisdom school. All genuine searchers for wisdom are invited to come to Jesus. In Jesus Christ, God Almighty’s wisdom dwells and can be learned in truth and spirit.
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