Sabbath Day Sermon of December 12, 2015.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

My friend, what doth the Lord thy God require of thee?

Deuteronomy Chapter 10.

The Ten Commandments is the Law of the Almighty God for he wrote it himself. So it is wrong to refer to it as the Law of Moses. Moses did not etch the Ten Commandments on the stone tables; God wrote them. This supernatural act makes it clear that the commandments came directly from God and were not mediated through the writing of Moses. The tables of the Law were still in the Ark where God told Moses to place it, about 500 years later, when Solomon put it in his newly built Temple (Deuteronomy 31:26; 1 Kings 8:9). The Ark last appears in Israelites’ history during the reign of Josiah, about 300 years after Solomon (2 Chronicles 35:3)
12-15. “What doth the Lord require of thee?” Often you would ponder in your heart what does God expect of me? Here Moses summarizes it for you, and that it is simple in form and easy to remember. Moses having in the foregoing chapter, reminded the Israelites not Jews of their own sin, as a reason why they should not depend upon their own righteousness. In this chapter, he sets before them God’s great mercy to them, notwithstanding their provocations, as a reason why they should be more obedient for the future. He mentions divers tokens of God’s favor and reconciliation to them, never to be forgotten: (1) The renewing of the tables of the covenant; (2) Giving orders for their progress towards Canaan; (3) Choosing the tribe of Levi for his own; (4) And continuing the priesthood after the death of Aaron; (5) Owning and accepting the intercession of Moses for them. Hence he infers what obligations they lay under to fear, and love, and serve God, which he presses upon them with many motives.  
Today Moses gives you the answer to the question, “What doth the Lord thy God require of thee?” We must ask as King David did saying “What shall I render?” (Psalm 116:12). When we have received mercy from God it becomes us to enquire what returns we shall make to him. Consider what he requires, and you will find it is nothing but what is highly just and reasonable in itself and of unspeakable benefit and advantage to you. Let us see here what he does require, and what abundant reason there is why we should do what he requires. The essentials are: (1) fear God or have reverence for him. You must adore his majesty, acknowledge his authority, stand in awe of his power, and dread his wrath. This is gospel duty, (Revelation 14:6, 7). (2) Walk in his ways, which includes serving him and keeping his commandments. You must be well pleased that he is, desire that he may be yours, and delight in the contemplation of him and in communion with him. Fear him as a great God, and your Lord, love him as a good God, and your Father and benefactor. (3) Love him with all your heart. 
The whole course of your conversation must be conformable to his holy will. (4) You must serve him,  serve him with all our heart and soul, devote ourselves to his honor, put yourself under his government, and lay out yourself to advance all the interests of his kingdom among men. And you must be hearty and zealous in his service, engage and employ your inward man in his work, and what you do for him you must do cheerfully and with a good will. (5) You must keep his commandments and his statutes. Having given up yourself to his service, you must make his revealed will your rule in everything, perform all he prescribes, forbear all he forbids, firmly believing that all the statutes he commands us are for our good. (6) You must give honor to God, in swearing by his name; so give him the honor of his omniscience, his sovereignty, his justice, as well as of his necessary existence. Swear by his name, and not by the name of any creature, or false god, whenever an oath for confirmation is called. (7) To him you must cleave. Having chosen him for your God, you must faithfully and constantly abide with him and never forsake him. Cleave to him as one you love and delight in, trust and confide in, and from whom you have great expectations. 
We are here taught our duty to our neighbor: Love the stranger; and, if the stranger, much more your brethren, as yourself. If the Israelites that were such a peculiar people, so particularly distinguished from all people must be kind to strangers, how much more kindness must we that are not enclosed in such a pale show to others?  We must have a tender concern for all that share with us in the human nature, and as we have opportunity. According to their necessities and our abilities; we must do good to all men. Two arguments are here urged to enforce this duty: God’s common providence, which extends itself to all nations of men, they being all made of one blood (Acts 17:26-28). God loves the stranger, that is, he gives to all life, and breath, and all things, even to those that are Gentiles, and strangers to the commonwealth of Israel and to Israel’s God. He knows those perfectly whom we know nothing. He gives food and raiment even to those to whom he has not shown his word and statutes. God’s common gifts to mankind oblige us to honor all people (Exodus 12:48-50).
16. We are here taught our duty to ourselves. “Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart,” that is, “cast away from you all corrupt affections and inclinations, which hinder you from fearing and loving God. Thus, rest not in the circumcision of the body, which was only the sign, but be circumcised in the heart, which is the thing signified” (Romans 2:29). The command of Jesus Christ goes further than this, and obliges us not only to cut off the foreskin of the heart, which may easily be spared, but to cut off the right hand and to pluck out the right eye that is an offence to us; the more spiritual the dispensation is the more spiritual we are obliged to be, and to go the closer in mortifying sin. And be no more stiff-necked, as they had been before this time. "Be not any longer obstinate against God’s commands and corrections, but ready to comply with the will of God in both.’’ The circumcision of the heart makes it ready to yield to God, and draw in his yoke. We are here most pathetically persuaded to our duty. Let but diligence and truth rule us, and faith will.

God required all male Israelites to be circumcised, but he wanted them to go beyond performing the surgery to understand its meaning. They needed to submit to God inside, in their hearts, as well as outside, in their bodies. Then they could begin to imitate God’s love and justice in their relationships with others. If your heart is right with God, then your relationships with other people can be made right, too. When your heart has been cleansed and you have been reconciled to God, you will begin to see a difference in the way you treat others.
17-18. “God of gods, and Lord of lords. The supremacy, greatness, and uniqueness of God are here pronounced. In Revelation 19:16 Jesus is called “KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.” Thus the divine titles used for God in the Old Testament are applied to Jesus in the records of the fulfillment of God’s promise know as the New Testament. Jesus is God, as well as man, and through him we have personal relationships with our Father Almighty God. The ram caught in the thicket by Abraham’s side which he offered to God for burnt offering in the stead of Isaac his son, is a type of Jesus Christ (Genesis 22:10-13). In saying that the Lord is God of gods and Lord of lords, Moses was distinguishing the true God from all the local gods worshipped throughout the land. Then Moses went a step further, calling God “terrible.” The meaning that “God is terrible” is that he has such awesome power and justice that people cannot stand before him without his mercy. Fortunately, his mercy toward his people is unlimited. He has great power. He is a mighty God and terrible, who is no respecter of persons. 

He has the power of a conqueror, and so he is terrible to those that resist him and rebel against him. He has the power of a judge, and so he is just to all those that appeal to him or appear before him. And it is as much the greatness and honor of a judge to be impartial in his justice, without respect to persons or bribes, as it is to a general to be terrible to the enemy. Our God is both. He has great possessions. Heaven and earth are his, and all the hosts and stars of both. Therefore he is able to bear us out in his service, and to make up the losses we sustain in discharging our duty to him. And yet therefore he has no need of us, nor any thing we have or can do; we are undone without him, but he is happy without us, which makes the condescension of his grace, in accepting us and our services, truly admirable. Heaven and earth are his possession, and yet the Lord’s portion is his people. 
Now consider the goodness and grace of God, and therefore love him, and from that principle serve and obey him. His goodness is his glory as much as his greatness. He is good to all. Whomsoever he finds miserable, to them he will be found merciful: He executes the judgment of the fatherless and widow. It is his honor to help the helpless, and to succor those that most need relief and that men are apt to do injury to, or at least to put a light upon. My friend when you begin to grasp the extent of God’s mercy toward you, you will see what true love is and how deeply God loves you. It is true your sins deserve severe judgment, but God has chosen to show love and mercy to all who would seek him. 
Just as the Israelites’ ancestors were at one time strangers in a strange land, so they were to be friends to foreigners who were seeking a new life with them. Likewise, we are commanded to love foreigners. By showing genuine love, we may bring those who are not yet Christians to Jesus Christ. We must remember that all of us were brought to Jesus through someone else’s loving concern. Two arguments are here urged to enforce this duty: (1) God’s common providence, which extends itself to all nations of men, they being all made of one blood (Acts 17:26-28; Romans 1:20). (2) God loves the stranger, that is, he gives to all life, and breath, and all things, even to those that are Gentiles, and strangers to the Commonwealth of Israel and to Israel’s God. He knows those perfectly whom we know nothing of. He gives food and raiment even to those to whom he has not shown his word and statutes. God’s common gifts to mankind oblige us to honor all men. Or the expression denotes the particular care which Providence takes of strangers in distress, which we ought to praise him for (Psalm 146:9). 

The Lord preserves the strangers, and to imitate him, to serve him, and concur with him therein, being forward to make ourselves instruments in his hand of kindness to strangers. The afflicted condition which the Israelites themselves had been in, when they were strangers in Egypt. Those that have themselves been in distress, and have found mercy with God, should sympathize most feelingly with those that are in the like distress and be ready to show kindness to them. The people of Israel and those who have assumed their identity today as Jews, notwithstanding have also ignored these repeated commands given in the Word of God to be kind to strangers. Instead, they conceived a rooted antipathy to the Gentiles whom they looked upon with the utmost disdain; which made them envy the grace of God and the gospel of Jesus Christ, and this brought a final ruin upon the old Israel. 
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