Sabbath Day Sermon of August 9, 2014.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The God Who Is Just and Righteous
Ezekiel Chapter 18

The fathers have eaten sour grapes and the children’s teeth are set on  edge, i.e., to punish children for their father’s sins is as absurd as saying that children shall have their teeth set on edge for the grapes their fathers have eaten when the children have eaten non. God answers that accusation by making it plain that each one stands on his or her feet. The fact that all souls belong to God, the soul, be it the father or the son or daughter that sins shall die a Spiritual death while it lives forever in the Lake of Fire.

The people of Judah believed they were being punish for the sins of their ancestors, not their own, and rightly so, for this was the teaching of the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:5). Ezekiel taught also that the destruction of Jerusalem was due to the spiritual decay in previous generations and rightly so. But this belief in the corporate life of Israel let to fatalism and irresponsibility. So God gave them the proper interpretations to this law since the people had misconstrued the old one with their own teaching that God only punishes people for the sins of their parents. But God says that he judges each person individually. Although we often suffer from the effects of sins committed by those who came before us, God does not punish us for someone else’s sins, and we cannot use their mistakes as an excuse for our sins. Each person is accountable to God for his or her actions. God will not allow the righteous to be destroyed with the wicked.
Whoever is just shall live, and his or her state of grace is known by the way he or she lives. A person that is saved obeys God’s laws and shows by that action that he or she is indeed one of God’s people. Those that are saved include people who have not given forth upon usury, that is, “If you do not lend money on interest.” These include those who have not committed idolatry, nor adultery and fornication. But those who break the laws of God by committing these things, show by their actions that they are not the people of God. They shall die, first the physical death and then the final death also known as the spiritual death which is to live forever in the Lake of Fire.

In addition, some people of Judah used the corporate umbrella of God’s blessing as an excuse for disobeying God. They thought that because of their righteous ancestors they would live. God told them that they would not, they were the evil sons and daughters of righteous parents and, as such would die for their own personal sins. The righteousness of their parents cannot save them. If however, anyone returned to God, he or she would live. Since God does not change, you should know that the same rule goes for everyone alive today. The righteousness of your parents will not save you; neither will your own righteousness save your parents, relatives or friends. Everyone must strive to be saved by repenting of their sins, and turning to Jesus Christ for their salvation before it is too late. 
In other words, a wicked son or daughter of pious parents shall die for his or her iniquity; his or her parent’s faith cannot save him or her. So also, a wicked person’s righteous son or daughter shall not die for his father’s transgressions. He shall not die for his father’s transgression he or she shall be saved because he or she followed the Lord, even though his or her father has not done so. Family traditions were very important and they are still in our day, but God made it clear that people should not follow a tradition of sin. Although your family is a powerful influence in your life, your actions are not determined by them. You can choose not to follow a pattern or practice of sin.  You may have come from an unbelieving family, but you can choose to believe in God and obey him, and you will be saved. It is far better to begin a new spiritual heritage than to hold on to pattern of unbelief. If you are not sure how to find out what God wants you do, God wrote a book and it is called the Bible; read the Bible and you will come to know what God wants you do so you can be saved. “For the knowledge of God is the beginning of Wisdom.”
However, if you ask why would the sins of parents visit their children? The sins of your parents will visit you if you choose to continue in the sinful traditions of your parents. That is, if you choose not to believe in God and obey him. You see, God is God of love, but he is also a God of perfect justice. His perfect love causes him to be merciful to those who recognize their sins and turn back to him in total repentance, but he cannot wink at those who willfully sin. The God of heaven has no delight in your ruin, but desires your welfare: God says in verse 32, “I have no pleasure in the death of him that dies, which implies that he has pleasure in the recovery of those that repent; and this is both an engagement and an encouragement to you to repent. You are made for ever if you repent: “Turn yourselves, and live.” He that says to us, Repent, thereby says to us, Live, yea, he says to us, Live; so that life and death are here set before us.
The Scripture tells us that wicked people die both physically and spiritually. God takes no joy in their death, he would prefer that they turn to him and have eternal life. Likewise, we should not rejoice in the misfortunes of nonbelievers. Instead, we should do all in our power to bring them to faith. A typical childish response to punishment is to say “that it isn’t fair!” In reality, God is fair, but we have broken the rules. It is not God who must live up to our ideas of fairness; instead, we must live up his. We are not to spend our time looking for loopholes in God’s Law, because there are none (Matthew 5; 17-19). You should decide today to live up to God’s standards before it is too late. Because Jesus is coming back soon to redeem all those who have lived righteously before God.

People who lived wicked lives but turned from their wicked ways shortly before death will find forgiveness. In others words, anytime people repents of their sins and confess Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior before taking their last breath, God will certainly save them. Their sins will be remembered against them no more. God’s grace can be effectual the hour before death, even though the sinner may enter into life empty-handed. Sinful people usually charge God with being unjust. The Scripture do teach that God’s ways are not our ways, but it also says that whatever God does is right (Romans 9:20-24). At the last judgment, every mouth will be stopped and every tongue will have to confess that God’s ways are righteous and just and in accordance with truth (Revelation 19:2).
God urges people to repent for four reasons 91) repentance is the only way to escape eternal separation from God; (2) whoever will not repent shall surely perish; (3) God does not delight in the death of the wicked; (4) he who repents will live forever in God’s Kingdom. In the question of inherited guilt even though God has said that everyone is accountable for their own sins, the way not to worry about if one had inherited their parents sins is for each person to have a change of life by accepting Jesus Christ into their life. This is God’s work in us and not something we can do for ourselves. The Holy Spirit does it, when we repent of our sins and ask God to save us in Jesus name. If we renounce our life’s direction of sin and rebellion and turn to God, he will give us a new direction, new love, and a new power to change. My friends, you can begin by having faith in God, trusting in his power to change your heart and mind. Then determine to live each day with him in control (Ephesians 4:22-24).
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