Sabbath Day Sermon on August 8, 2020.

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Christian Perfection in Jesus Christ

Hebrews 13: [20, 21]

We must have our hearts prepared as we read through this passage, for a large and strong faith, here again, to take in one of those promises of God Almighty, as high above all our thoughts as the heaven is above the earth. You know what a wonderful exposition we have in the Epistle of the Hebrews of that eternal redemption which Jesus Christ our great High Priest, the Mediator of the new covenant, worked out for us through the shedding of His precious blood. 


We are taught here the importance of brotherly love. Real love for others produces tangible actions: hospitality to strangers; sympathy for those who are in prison, physically or spiritually, and those who have been mistreated; respect for one’s marriage vows; and satisfaction with what you have. As Christians, we must make sure our love runs deep enough to affect our hospitality, sympathy, fidelity, and contentment. We must have sympathy for those in prison “in bonds”, especially for but not limited to Christians imprisoned for their faith in Jesus Christ. Jesus said his true followers would visit those in prison as his representatives (Matthew 25:36).


5-6. We must learn to be content with what we have, and strive to live with less rather than desiring more. Give away out of your abundance rather than accumulating more; relish what you have rather than resent what you’re missing. See God Almighty’s love in what He has provided; for money and possessions will all pass away. Discontentment in the life of a Christian translates to a lack of faith that God Almighty can take care of you, or at least that he won’t take care of you the way you want. Also, insecurity can lead to the love of money, whether we are rich or poor. The only antidote is to trust God Almighty to meet all your needs.

7-12. Those who “have the rule over you” are elders and church leaders. As Christians, we owe much to others who have taught us and modeled for us what we needed to know about the Gospel and Christian living. We must continue to follow the good examples of those who have invested themselves in us by investing in our lives through evangelism, service, and Christian education. My friends come what may, we must keep our eyes on Jesus Christ, our ultimate leader, who unlike human leaders, will never change. He has been and will be the same forever. In a changing world, we can trust our unchanging Lord to bring us home to The Father who is waiting for us to come home to Him.

“Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines.” Some Jews were teaching that keeping the Old Testament animal sacrificial rituals were important for salvation. But the law as a school teacher does not help conquer a person’s evil thoughts and desires (Colossians 2:23). The laws could influence conduct, but they could not change the heart. Lasting changes in conduct begin when the Holy Spirit lives in each person's heart through Jesus Christ (John 14:15-26; Hebrew 10:1-31). 

13-17. We are to go to Jesus outside the camp, that is, outside the walls of Jerusalem, where He was crucified, and bear the disgrace He endured. Most of the book of Hebrew tells us, particularly the Jews, how Jesus Christ is greater than the sacrificial system. Here Paul drives home the point of his lengthy argument: It may be necessary to leave the ‘camp” and suffer with Jesus Christ. To be outside the camp meant to be unclean. But Jesus Christ suffered humiliation and uncleanness outside the Jerusalem gates on our behalf. All who would know Jesus Christ and live for Him must be willing to move outside the safe confinement of their past, traditions, and their pagan ceremonies, such as Christmas, Easter, Halloween, Valentine, etc., and the worship of dead people as saints. For spiritual ignorance often takes the form of tradition. “Know well that if someone does not read the Bible for oneself, even if he or she is a long time Christian, very intelligent, he or she cannot know the secrets of God Almighty that are in His Word.
Believers in Jesus Christ should not be attached to this world, because all that we are and have here is temporary. Only our relationship with God Almighty and our service to Him will last. My friends, do not store your treasures here; store them in heaven (Matthew 6:19-21). For the Jew who has come to Jesus Christ, and because of their witness to the Messiah, could no longer worship with other Jews, he or she should consider praise as their sacrifice, one they could offer anywhere anytime to God Almighty. A “sacrifice of praise” today would include thanking Jesus Christ for His sacrifice on the cross and telling others about it.

The task of church leaders is to help people, especially the young generation to mature in Jesus Christ. Cooperative followers greatly ease the burden of leadership. If we may ask you, does your conduct give your Christian leaders reason to report joyfully about you? 

Paul in this Epistle closes his whole argument, and all its deep spiritual teaching with the benediction: “The God Almighty of peace, make you perfect in every good work to do His will.” Does it not include everything? Can we desire more? Yes, listen, “working in you that which is well-pleasing in His sight,” and that’s through Jesus Christ.

The great thought here is that all that Jesus Christ had wrought out for our redemption, and all that God Almighty had done in raising Him from the dead, was just with the one object that He might now have free scope for working out in us that everlasting redemption which Jesus Christ had made possible for all who would accept His finished work on the cross of Calvary. He as God Almighty the Omnipotent ever-working will make us perfect in every good work. And if we want to know in what way, we have the answer: His working within us that which is well-pleasing in His sight. And that’s through Jesus Christ.

All that we have been taught about the completeness of the salvation in Jesus Christ, and our call to look on Him, to follow Him, is here crowned and finds its consummation in the blessed assurance. God Almighty Himself takes such an entire charge of the man or woman who trusts Him that He will through Jesus Christ's work all that is well-pleasing in His sight.

The thought is too high, the promise is too large; we cannot attain it. And yet there it is, claiming, stimulating our faith. It calls us just to take hold of the one truth, the everlasting God Almighty works in you every hour of the day through Jesus Christ. You have just one thing to do, to yield yourself into God Almighty’s hands for Him to work. Not to hinder Him by your working not according to knowledge (Proverbs 1:7; 8:13), but in a silent adoring faith to be assured that He through Jesus Christ will work in you all that is well-pleasing in His sight. “May the Lord increase your faith!”

Now we know how the Epistle to Hebrews gathers up all its teaching in that wonderful promise, “The God of peace perfects you in every good work.” Peter does the same thing in 1 Peter 5:10: “The God of all grace perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you.” God Almighty Himself is to be the one object of our trust, day by day; as we think of our work, or our needs, or our life and all our hearts’ desire, God Almighty Himself must be the one object of our hope and trust.

Just as God Almighty is the center of the universe, the one source of its strength, the one Guide that orders and controls its movements, so God Almighty must have the same place in the life of the believer. With every new day the first and chief thought ought to be, God, God Almighty alone, can fit me this day to live as He would have me. Therefore, practical Christian conduct is not a matter of indifference; it flows from one’s understanding of the person and saving work of Jesus Christ.

And what is now that ought to be your position towards this God Almighty? Do you not feel that the first thought of every day ought to be the humble placing of yourself in childlike surrender to receive from Him the fulfillment of such promises as these: “The God of peace perfecting you in every good work”: the God of all grace perfecting, establishing and strengthening you?”

As Christians, we ought to learn of “The secret of Adoration, and how indispensable it is to meet God Almighty every morning and give Him time to reveal Himself and to take charge of our life for the day. It’s not this just what we have to do with these wonderful words of Apostle Peter? Until it is an understood thing between God Almighty and ourselves: blessed Father, because of the life and work of this new day, my heart is resting on Thee; my hope is in Thy Word: “The God of peace perfect you in every good work”; “the God of all grace perfect, establish, and strengthening you.”

By Thy grace O! Lord, may this henceforth be the spirit, in which you and I awake every morning to go out to our work, humbly trusting in the word: “God Almighty Shall Himself perfects His children. The Lord will perfect that which concerneth us.” Ever blessed Father, be pleased, we beseech Thee, to open the eyes of your children to the vision that even as Thy Son was perfect for everyone, so Thou are waiting to work in each of us that work of perfecting Thy saints in which Thy glory will be seen.

18-25. Here the apostle recommends himself, and his fellow-sufferers, to the prayers of the Hebrew believers "Pray for us; for me and Timothy, and for all those of us who labor in the ministry of the Gospel.’’  This is one part of the duty which people owe to their ministers. Ministers need the prayers of the people; and the more earnestly the people pray for their ministers the more benefit they may expect to reap from their ministry. They should pray that God Almighty would teach those who are to teach them, that He would make them vigilant, and wise, and zealous, and successful—that he would assist them in all their labors, support them under all their burdens, and strengthen them under all their temptations.

God Almighty works in Christians to produce the kind of persons that would please him, and He equips Christians to do the kind of work that would please Him. My friends, if you desire that God Almighty change you, then us you, you ought to tell Him when you pray.

It is a good thing to have the law of holy love and kindness written in the hearts of Christians one towards another. Faith in God Almighty teaches us the truest civility and good-breeding. It is not a sour or morose thing. The solemn, though short benediction: “Grace be with you all. Amen.” Let the favor of God Almighty be towards you, and his grace continually working in you, and with you, bringing forth the fruits of holiness, as the first-fruits of glory. When the people of God Almighty have been conversing together by word or writing, it is good to part with prayer, desiring for each other the continuance of the gracious presence of God Almighty, that they may meet together again in the world of praise in Jesus name. Amen
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