Sabbath Day Sermon of August 8, 2015.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Doctrines Paul Preached Had a Divine Source
Galatians Chapter 1

In the this chapter the three essential themes of his letter to the Galatians included in the salutation are: (1) Paul’s apostolic authority; (2) the doctrine of justification by faith alone; and (3) the life believers should live, that is, their sanctification, which always follows justification. Paul was called to be an apostle by Jesus Christ and God the Father. He presented his credentials at the very outset of this letter because some people in Galatia were questioning his authority.
1-5. Jesus suffered and died to accomplish redemption for us. Three principles underlie what Jesus did on the cross (1) the principles of “covering,” by which the believer’s sins are covered over by Jesus Christ’s blood so that they are no longer seen by God (Romans 4: 7); (2) the principle of reconciliation through expiation, that is, through the payment of the penalty for sin by Jesus Christ our sin-bearer, divine justice has been vindicated and the sinner brought back into fellowship with God (Ephesians 2:18; Colossians 1:20); (3) the principle of substitution, by which Jesus Christ died the death believers should have died, that is, he took their place and died in their stead (2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter 2:24).
God’s plan all along was to save us by Jesus death. We have been rescued from the power of this evil world, a world ruled by Satan also known as Lucifer, and full of cruelty, tragedy, temptation, and deception. Being rescued from this evil world does not mean we are taken out of it. You have been saved to live for God. My friends, make your life reflect your gratitude for having been rescued.
6- 8. “Another gospel” was preached by people or rather infiltrators who wanted Gentile believers to follow Jewish laws in order to obtain salvation. These self-styled preachers use the words Judaea-Christian in our churches today in their attempt to merge Christianity and Judaism. In Paul’s time, those proclaiming this different gospel believed that faith in Jesus Christ was not enough; in order to be saved a person must also follow the Jewish laws and customs. But Jesus described these Jewish laws as the tradition of the elders based on the religion of Phariseeism, also known as Judaism (Matthew 15:1-3). This other gospel preached by these people of circumcision undermined the truth of the Good News that salvation is a gift, not a reward for certain works. Jesus Christ has made this gift available to all people, not just to Jews or Judaeans.  The concept that one has cleaned up himself or herself, is absolute nonsense. It is God who does the work not you not anyone. You are a true Christian today because of the work of the Holy Spirit.  My friends, run from anyone who tells you that you need to do more than believe in Jesus Christ to be saved. When people set up additional requirements for salvation, they deny the power of Jesus Christ’s death on the cross (Galatians 3:1-15). Paul writes as one deeply moved by the possibility that his beloved Galatians have defected from grace. He pronounces an anathema and calls for radical surgery on those who argue in favor of circumcision (Galatians 5:2). To him, insistence on circumcision as part of the salvatory process is a matter of life and death, for grace and works cannot be mixed.
Paul and Barnabas had just completed their first missionary journey as we read in Acts 13:2-14:28. They had visited several cities in the area of today present Turkey, before returning to Antioch. There Paul was accused by some Jewish Christians of diluting Christianity to make it more appealing to Gentiles. These Jewish Christians disagree with Paul’s statements that Gentiles did not have to follow many of the religious laws that the Jews had obeyed for centuries. Some of these Paul’s accusers had even followed him to those Galatian cities and had told the Gentile converts they had to be circumcised and follow all the Jewish laws and customs in order to be saved. According to these men, Gentiles had to first become Jews in order to become Christians. It was in response to this threat that Paul wrote this letter to the Galatians churches, explaining to them that following the tradition of the Jews will not bring salvation. Based on what Jesus Christ taught him, Paul preached that a person is saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ; for Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of the law. Believing in Jesus is obeying the law.
9-14. “Let him be accurse” or let him be anathema in Greek. It speaks of an “object devoted to destruction.” The word, in this sense, is used here and in Romans 9:3; 1 Corinthians 12:3; 16:22, and in Acts 23:12-14, where it refers to the curse that is to bring destruction. Traditionally, an anathema is a pronouncement against an individual by an ecclesiastical body, accompanied by excommunication.  No other person, method, or ritual can give eternal life. There is only one way given by God to be forgiven of sin, through believing in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. Most of the time, it is to appear to be open minded and tolerant, other times it is to bring more people in for larger collections; some people assert that all religions are equally valid paths to God.  But they are not, and that is why God sent his Son to show the world the right way to God Almighty.  In the so called free society, people may think they have the right to their choice, but God does not accept man-made belief as a substitute for faith in Jesus Christ. God has provided just one way, and that one way is Jesus Christ (John 14:6), take it or leave it.
Those who trouble the Galatians believers and have perverted the Gospel were zealous Jewish Christians. Again, they could have been Jewish infiltrators as well, purposefully to pollute the Gospel message and nip it in the bud. These Jewish preachers, who wanted to turn the Gentile Christians into Jews, were called “Judaizers.” Paul met with the apostles to discuss this matter further (Acts 15). At this time most of the Galatian Christians were Greeks, and may not have been familiar with Jewish laws and customs. However, the Judaizers were an extreme faction of Jewish Christians; probably known today as Messianic Jews. Although these claimed to believe in Jesus Christ, but their life-style differed considerably. The fact that they travelled to teach their misguided notions to the new Gentile converts, is probably one of the reasons Paul said about the Judaens that, “As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, they are beloved for the fathers' sakes (Romans 11:28). Whatever these Judaizers were trying to accomplish, it was not for the good of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and it had to be countered. Paul called their teaching a perversion of the Gospel.

A perversion or twisting of the truth is more difficult to spot than an outright lie. These Judaizers were twisting the truth about Jesus Christ. They claimed to follow him, but they denied that Jesus’ work on the cross was sufficient for salvation. We still have a lot of people like them in our mist today. Jesus says, “watch and pray that you fall not into their hands, and lose your soul.” Paul denounced the Judaizers’ perversion of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. He said that even if an angel from heaven came preaching another message from what he had taught them, that angel should be cursed forever.  In other words, if another angel came preaching another message, he would not be from heaven where he Paul got his message, no matter how he looked.  Paul warns that Satan masquerades as an angel of light, and so do his agents (2 Corinthian 11:14, 15). 
He invokes a curse on any angel who spreads a false teaching, a fitting response to an emissary of hell. Paul does extend that curse to himself. His message must never change, for the truth of the Gospel never changes. Paul used strong language because he was dealing with a life-and death issue. Paul was very harsh in his admonition to the Christians in Galatia because they were in serious danger of losing their salvation. He did not apologize for his straightforward words; he knew he could not serve Jesus Christ faithfully if he allowed the Galatian Christians to be derailed and placed on the wrong track. In the matter of faith in Jesus Christ, a true Christian does not seek people’s approval; he or she seeks only God’s approval. If you still wobble when it comes to speaking the truth of the Gospel before people, pray for the courage to put God’s approval first.
Those who were the disciples of Jesus when he was on earth could say that they had received their knowledge of the gospel by direct revelation. They did receive it directly from Jesus, but having been born into the Jewish religion, they may not have clearly understood that Christianity has nothing to do with Judaism. Paul did not know or see Jesus in the flesh. Normally, he would have received his knowledge of the gospel through other human beings. If so, why should the Galatians have listened to Paul instead of the Judaizers? Paul answered this implicit question by furnishing his credentials: Paul affirmed that he obtained his knowledge of the gospel directly from Jesus Christ through special revelation; he had been an exemplary Judaen or Jew with regard to their laws; he had special conversion experience; he had been confirmed by the other apostles.  He did not receive the Gospel he preached from men nor was he taught by them. He was taught by the risen Lord Jesus Christ himself who appeared to him and who instructed him.  Jesus was the source of his apostolate. The call was from Jesus Christ and the Father. Now it makes sense why most people do not like his doctrine, which is not really his, but from the Father.
Paul had been one of the most religious Jews of his day, scrupulously keeping the Law and relentlessly persecuting Christians (Act 9:1, 2). Before his conversion he had been even more zealous for the Law than the Judaizers were. He had been sincere in his zeal, but wrong. When he met Jesus Christ, his life changed. He then directed all his efforts toward building up the Christian Church. Some have said that the word “Jew” refers to both nationality and religion. But we believe the word “Jew” to refer to only religion, not nationality.  We know Jesus was not a Jew; he was an Israelite living in Israel that had been taken over and governed by by those who called themselves Jews.  Herod was the king and an Edomite.  Some have said that to be fully Jewish, a person must have descended from Abraham. Also, to be an Israelite, a person must have descended from Jacob. However, if every one who descended from Abraham is a Jew as the claim goes, then all the descendants of the other seven sons of Abraham would be considered Jews as well: Ishmael, and the six sons of Keturah (Genesis 25:1, 4; 1 Chronicles 1: 32, 33):- 

Genesis 25: 1, 4
1. [1] Then again Abraham took a wife, and her name was Keturah.

2. [4] And the sons of Midian; Ephah, and Epher, and Hanoch, and Abida, and Eldaah. All these were the children of Keturah.

1Chronicles 1: 32, 33

1. [32] Now the sons of Keturah, Abraham's concubine: she bare Zimran, and Jokshan, and Medan, and Midian, and Ishbak, and Shuah. And the sons of Jokshan; Sheba, and Dedan.

2. [33] And the sons of Midian; Ephah, and Epher, and Henoch, and Abida, and Eldaah. All these are the sons of Keturah.
In the sovereignty of God, Paul was set apart by God for salvation and service before he was born. He was called by grace, which was effective in his conversation, at which time Jesus Christ was revealed in him, not simply to him. He was not instructed to go to Jerusalem or to visit with the other apostles to be taught by them, for right after his training by the Lord Jesus Christ, he was directed by the Holy Spirit to go to Arabia and he  preached the Gospel that he was given to preach among the heathen. Paul needed no one’s permission to preach to the whole world the sound doctrine of Jesus Christ given to him by the Lord Jesus Himself. 
After three years in Arabia did Paul go to Jerusalem to see Peter, and stayed with him for fifteen days. Peter did not tell him anything he did not already know. Rather Peter was probably surprised to learn from Paul many things he may not have been aware of on how far away the Gospel is to go from Jerusalem. Many Jews and Israelites had difficulty understanding and still do today, that God planned to save Jews, Israelites and Gentiles. You can read God’s revealed plan through the Old Testament prophets (Genesis 12:3; Exodus 12:48-50; Isaiah 42:6; 66:19). God had fulfilled it through Jesus Christ; he was proclaiming it to the Gentiles through Paul. Because God was guiding his ministry, Paul was not doing anything God almighty had not already planned and given him power to do. Paul’s changed life brought praises to God from people who saw or heard about him. When people look at you, do they recognize that God has made changes in you? If not, perhaps you are not living as you should.
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