Sabbath Day Sermon of August 5, 2017
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Is Israel of Today the Israel of the Millennium?
A Review of Matthew 24 and Revelation Chapter 20
Today each time you turned to any Christian TV channel you hear of the idea that Christians must support, stand with Israel and fight for Israel. Most of these preachers speak more of the support for Israel and the Jews than for the support of the Cross of Jesus Christ. These pro-Israeli preachers in their minds believe that the present Israel is the one that Jesus Christ will rule over. But how true is that belief, and does the Bible support this line of thought?

When the sovereign nation of Israel came into existence in 1947 which was the cause for much rejoicing in the hearts of many Christians that had not spent much time in their Bible. These chose to see the establishment of the nation of Israel as the fulfillment of the prophecies of Ezekiel chapters 36 and 37. They felt that this was the beginning of God Almighty’s literal fulfillment of His promise to make a great nation out of Abraham which has never been realized (Genesis 12:2-3). Further, they chose to see the Israel of today as the beginnings of the nation over which Jesus would reign when He returns to earth to set up His Kingdom. All of this seemed certain proof to many Christians that God Almighty was keeping and would ultimately fulfill all of His Word as promised to Abraham, Moses, David, and the prophets. No doubt God Almighty will fulfill His Word as promised to Abraham, his prophets and to His people, but the idea that the Israel of today is the Israel that Jesus will reign over is not one of them.
However, no matter how well intentioned these thoughts may have been, they present a classic example of a case of mistaken identity. Because the Israel that came into existence in 1947 is the Israel of today, which The Lord said she is like the nations of the world in every way. Meaning that "Israel has become like other nations in their ways. Israel has joined other nations to walk in the path of abomination and idolatry which I abhor” says, The LORD.” The Israel of today is not the Israel over which Jesus will reign. Rather, it is the Israel of the Tribulation over which the antichrist will reign and is doomed to destruction. 
At the time of this writing, we have learned that the Israel of today, the Israel of Tribulation is planning to re-establish the temple animal sacrifice worship. To make the matter worse for themselves, during a recent Passover, Jewish activists held a Kabbalistic ritual sacrifice in view of the Temple Mount as part of a larger effort to encourage the rebuilding of the Temple. But the Israel over which Jesus will reign, by contrast, will be established for 1,000 years (Revelation 20:1-7) and that reign will issue in Jesus eternal reign (1 Corinthians 15:24). God Almighty’s presence among his people, will be the primary place of worship. No temple is needed because God’s presence will be everywhere. He will be worshipped throughout, and nothing will hinder His people from being with him (Revelation 21:22-24). If you ask, “Why would God Almighty allow the reign of the antichrist, the answer is to give everyone the opportunity to choose. Remember going to heaven or hell is a matter of choice, and you are being allowed to choose where to go for eternity.
We see in the nation of Israel that came into existence in 1947, the Israel of today that Lucifer is trying to use the sentiments created in the hearts of many Christians regarding the Israel of today, to try again to be like God Almighty (Isaiah 14:14). No doubt, Lucifer was the highest created creature of God Almighty’s creation. But sin was found in him when he determined that he would be like the highest God and would demonstrate that he, not God Almighty, was truly God. 
Lucifer, also known as satan, knew that it was God Almighty’s plan to set up His Kingdom on the earth and rule over it through His Messiah, Jesus Christ. So, if he is to be God, satan thought, he must do the works of a god and even greater through signs and wonders and deceive many; insomuch that if it were possible to deceive the very elect of God Almighty. This means that he must rule over the entire world through his own messiah. In the reign of satan’s Messiah the antichrist, those who have understanding will teach many, but they will also face persecution. This will be a time of trial when even gifted believers may stumble; for the love of many shall wax cold. This could mean falling into sin, being fearful, and losing faith by mistakenly following wrong teachings or experiencing severe suffering and martyrdom. 

It comes down to this, for those who are friends of Israel, the best thing you can do for Israel of today is to persuade them to heed to God Almighty’s warnings to step away from the path of abomination and idolatry or their feet will not find rest in the land He promised to Abraham in which they dwell (John 15:6, 16). The LORD warns Israel: “Whether you are an Israelite born in the land or outside the land of Israel, or dwell in the land or outside the land of Israel, or even a stranger who chooses to dwell in the land of Israel and has made it his or her home; put away abomination, idolatry, and evil from the land of Israel and from among you wherever you dwell; whether you are a born Israelite or grafted unto Israel” (Leviticus 18:28; 20:22; Rev. 3:15-16).  

Satan’s attempt to unseat God Almighty will always involve the use of those who call themselves or would think of themselves as God’s people. The Tribulation period will officially begin when the son of perdition signs a peace pact guaranteeing to Israel of today its national sovereignty and “peace”. In the middle of the Tribulation period, he will defeat the kings of the North and South and will establish himself in the Temple the Israelis have started to plan to build in the Israel of the Tribulation; in that Temple will he declare himself to be God. While a majority of the Israelis, not true Israelites will embrace him as their messiah because he would be a perfect counterfeit of the true messiah, he would seemingly guarantee them the promises made to Abraham, but most of them will receive his fury and will be destroyed (Matthew 24:15-22).
The Abomination of desolation mentioned by both Daniel and Jesus could be seen as any deliberate attempt to mock and deny the reality of God Almighty’s presence. Daniel’s prophecy came true in 168 B.C. when Antiochus Epiphanes sacrificed a pig to Zeus on the altar in the Jerusalem Temple (Daniel 9:27, 11:30, 31). Jesus words were remembered in A.D 70 when Titus placed an idol on the site of the burned Temple after destroying Jerusalem. In the end times, that is, the times we are now, the second beast will gain influence through the signs and wonders he can perform in the presence of the first beast (2 Thessalonians 2:4; Revelation 13:14, 15). We are beginning to see these signs done in the open, especially in the fake Purpose Driven churches that are growing and driven for the purpose of the antichrist system. Then will the antichrist set up a statue to himself and will order everyone to worship it; a direct flouting of the second commandment (Exodus 20:4-6). These are all abominations that mock God Almighty.

The Israel of 1947, the Israel of today which is the Israel of the Tribulation, will be virtually wiped out. The king of the East will come over into the land to do battle with the king of the West. It will be his desire to become “god” in the place of the King of the West. However, before they can do battle with one another, the sign of the Son of man in heaven will be given them (Matthew 24:30) and they will become confederates in the attempt to keep Jesus from returning to this earth to set up His Kingdom. This is not a typical battle where the outcome is in doubt during the heat of the conflict. To stop Jesus in the sky we believe is one of the reasons the opponents of His Kingdom established the space program. But here there will be no contest because God Almighty said so. Two mighty forces of evil, those of the beast (Revelation 19:19-21) and of Satan (Revelation 20:8-10), will unite to do battle against God Almighty and His Messiah Jesus Christ. It is in preparation for this battle against God Almighty that you hear tthe proponents of unity speak.
The Bible uses just two verses to describe each battle, the evil beast, his prophet, and his forces are captured and thrown into the Lake of Fire (Revelation 19:20, 21), and fire from God Almighty consumes satan and his attacking armies. This time around satan will be captured and thrown into the Lake of Fire, where he will forever be hosting the everlasting party his followers today are hoping to attend. For God Almighty, it is as easy as that. There will be no doubt, no worry, no second thought for the believers about whether they have chosen the right side. My friends, if you are with God Almighty, you will experience this tremendous victory with Jesus Christ.

The attempt by satan and his messiah the son of perdition will be futile, for Jesus Christ will slay them with the breath of His mouth (2 Thessalonians 2:8). Jesus will send His angels to gather the nation of Israel from the four corners of the earth (Matthew 24:31) and it will not take Him decades to gather them; they will come instantaneously, will be regenerated (Jeremiah 31:31-33), and Jesus will reign over them for 1,000 years (Revelation 20:1-7). The old covenant, broken by the people having been replaced by the new covenant. The foundation of this new covenant is Jesus Christ.
Now how is the Israel of 1947 related to the Israel of the Millenium? Physically, but not spiritually, the Israel of the Tribulation is not necessarily those living in the Land of Israel today or those who call themselves Jews. The spiritual Israel will be the ones from whom Israel of the Millenium will descend.  In Revelation 20 verse 9 we read “And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about.” In other words, the camp of the saints shall be at different places all over the world, not just in Jerusalem. Therefore, the Israel of 1947, the Israel of today, and the Israel of the Tribulation is important to God’s program and it is fitting for believers to accord Israel its rightful place, especially those Israelites and other sheep of Jesus who are by faith Abraham’s hires, and legitimate people of God Almighty. 
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