Sabbath Day Sermon of August 3, 2019
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

God Almighty’s Enemy to Sanctify His Name
Ezekiel Chapter 38

In Genesis chapter 10 we learn of the sons of Noah and their generations. The sons of Japheth, are Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras. We would see how many of these names that are mentioned in the passage of our study today, where most of them lived and live today. In verse 5 we learn that since all peoples are of one blood (Acts 17:26-31), that in the beginning the principle of division among the people was based on nationality according to geographical boundaries and political affiliations, not race or language.

The order in which the sons of Noah are listed: Shem, Ham, Japheth is probably reversed in the genealogy that follows, to present the ancestors of the Israelites in a climactic final position. However, a closer look at the delivery of this prophecy, we noticed the two or more prophecies against Gog reading through chapter 38 and chapter 39. These prophecies against Gog is complex, yet content and the chapters suggest a unity composed of four subsections: 38:2-13; 14-24; 39: 1-16; 17-29, each of which is marked by an instruction to Ezekiel to speak. 

The clue to understanding this strange enemy of the people of God Almighty described in the two chapters is in Ezekiel 38: 17. The question there occurs as to whether the enemy who comes from the land of Magog is that enemy whom the prophets spoke of in former days. This verse suggests that the chapters originated in later prophecies concerning the great enemy from the north referred to in Jeremiah 1:13-16; 4:5-8; 6:1-8, 22, and 26. The enemy here is called Gog, a name that probably does not in our day refer directly to any world power, just as the land named Magog does not seem to refer to any particular land. However, the enemy from the north is allied to Meshech and Tubal of the generation of Gomer the son of Japheth the father of the Gentile nations of the Isles. The nations of the Isles today include England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, Cyprus, Iceland, and Malta.
In chapter 37 Ezekiel prophesied how Israel would be restored as a nation with people from many parts of the world, not just by those who call themselves Jews. Once Israel becomes strong, a confederacy of nations from the north would attack, leg by Gog (Revelation 20:8). Their purpose would be to destroy God Almighty’s people. Gog allies would come from the mountainous area southeast of the Black Sea and southwest of the Caspian Sea. 

These will include Turkey, as well as from the area that is present-day Iran, Ethiopia, Libya, and possibly Russia. Gog could be a person, but from the context, Gog could also be a symbol of the evil system in the world or the one-eyed Al-Masih ad-Dajjal of Islam. Whether Gog is symbolic or literal, he represents the aggregate military might of all the forces opposed to God Almighty.

Some scholars of the bible have said that the battle described in this chapter by Ezekiel will occur at the end of human history, but we see differently because there are many differences between the events described in this chapter and those in Revelation chapter 20. Notwithstanding, the message is loud and clear. God almighty will deliver his people, and His name will be sanctified by this event.

13-23. These nations are mentioned and would join in the attack against Israel to destroy it. Gog at the prophesied time will be the prince of Meshech, Tubal and Tagormah will be joined by unsaved people of these Gentile nations: Sheba, Dedan, Tarshish, Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya. If you have been watching the news and the events as they unfold, you can know that the fulfillment of this prophecy is not too far in the future. 

In our time, Sheba and Dedan are great trading centers in Arabia; at the prophesied time, they would say to God Almighty in their minds, “Who are you to usurp our position as the world’s trade leaders?” Sheba and Dedan will then join this confederacy. Tarshish was the leading trade center in the west; today is believed to be Spain. The Lord has also warned how the Prince of Belgium and the Prince of Spain on how they will work together to pressure Israel in our time, which of course, is of the latter days (verses 8- 10). 

The enemy comes at the will of God Almighty, not that he planned it. But he will allow it so to use the evil intentions of the enemy to show his power before all the nations. Whoever this Gog will be and the nations that will ally with him against Israel, you and the nations are here served with a notice that God Almighty will directly intervene in the defense of Israel his people, unleashing severe natural disasters on the invaders from the north. In the end, the stricken heathen nations will turn upon themselves in confusion and panic and will destroy each other. All those who set themselves against God Almighty and his people will be destroyed, and by this will all nations know that there is God Almighty in heaven watching over his children.

The Lord God Almighty will certainly defeat the forces of Gog, scattering the slain over the entire land of Israel. It will take seven months to gather up the bones of the slain and bury them. This carnage will have the double purpose of causing Israel, and that includes you and me and all who are sons of Abraham through Jesus Christ, to know that the LORD God Almighty is their Father and of causing the nations to see the saving power of God Almighty, who exiled His people for their sins but has now secured their lives from harm.
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June 1991 – Prophecy by Deborah Flint:

In another vision, The Lord showed me Israel with her hands tied to her back while her enemies clobbered her.  As I 

inquired of the Lord what this meant, The Lord said; "Israel will be pressured through peaceful negotiations by the so-called mediating countries to compromise in certain ways that will eventually result in Israel being placed in a difficult position in dealing with her enemies whose goals are to destroy her.  Unless Israel deals wisely with these countries that are playing mediating roles while indirectly pursuing their self-interests, she will end up being pressured into a position whereby her hands will be tied to her back while her enemies clobber her."  I was troubled in spirit; I so prayed for The Lord to grant the leaders of Israel the wisdom to deal wisely with these self-interested mediator players.

Again the word of The Lord came to me concerning Brussels saying, "In the years to come, when united Europe is finally seated and in their dynasty, the focus of attention in Brussels will be Israel; how to deal with Israel, and what to do to Israel.  It will start as friendly, peaceful negotiations and gestures, but will lead to dictating to Israel what they must do.  Moreover, the countries that now appear to be friendly to Israel will compromise and betray Israel to buy favor in the sight of these European nations.  This will put Israel in a very difficult position," saith The Lord. As I wondered what Israel would do, The Lord said; "the more strongly Israel clings to her God 'I Am', the easier her victory will come."     
