Sabbath Day Sermon of August 29, 2020
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Kingdom of God Almighty

Acts Chapter 1: [3]

To understand Acts, we must remember that it is volume 2 of the Book of Luke-Acts, a continuation, by the same author, of the Gospel of Luke. Luke begins Acts as he began his Gospel, with a forward to his patron Theophilus who was a prominent Christian convert. 

In this first chapter Luke tells us how Jesus’ disciples received Jesus’ Holy Spirit and continued His work after He ascended into heaven. Jesus had prepared His apostles for their mission by instructing them during His life-time. He also appeared to them some forty days after His resurrection. The forty days seem the same kind of round number as Jesus forty days of fasting in the wilderness and Moses’ forty days in Mount Sinai (Luke 4:1-2; Exodus). The Gospel of Luke treated the ascension as the last event on the resurrection Sabbath. The Gospel of Luke ends with Jesus' priestly blessing as He ascends (Luke 24:51). 

Luke also stresses that the risen Jesus Christ gave the apostles convincing signs that He was alive after His death. He appeared several times and continued teaching them what God Almighty’s Kingdom meant. Since they both saw and heard Jesus risen from the dead, they could be genuine witnesses to His resurrection (Luke 9:7-9). Luke emphasizes how important it is to both see and hear Jesus and underscores how Jesus gave new insights to his disciples after His resurrection. The risen Jesus would give the same kind of instruction to Apostle Paul in Acts 9.

The Holy Spirit who was with Jesus when He chose and instructed the apostles would now be given to them. Both Luke’s Gospel and Acts emphasize that being ‘baptized by the Holy Spirit” is the only way God Almighty’s power is given to humans (John 14:15-18). At Pentecost, the same Spirit was given to the apostles to begin their preaching and healing in Acts. Receiving God Almighty’s powerful Spirit far surpasses the effects of John’s baptism, which had used water as a sign of repentance (Acts 11:15-17).

These accounts are meant to show how Christianity began by God Almighty’s action, independent of any human cooperation or ritual. The Church of Jesus Christ is not just some human sect but comes directly from God Almighty. The gift of the Holy Spirit which began the Church fulfills the Father’s promises in the Old Testament, as Jesus had explained them. Jesus, before He was taken to heaven, taught his disciples not to try to estimate when or where the end of the world would come (Luke 17:20-37; 21:7-9). The question about restoring the rule to Israel in Acts 1:6 also shows a continued misunderstanding about what the Kingdom of God Almighty meant. Acts 2:3 will show that God Almighty’s promise was about the coming of the Holy Spirit, not the earthly kingdom. The prohibition against trying to compute the times of the end is meant to discourage Luke’s readers from guessing what cannot be known. Rather, we should focus on the power of the Holy Spirit as the sign of living in the promised final days.  

We as true Christians are to use this power during whatever time is left for the witness to Jesus Christ to the end of the earth. We are not to waste time, as today’s Christians are still tempted to do, trying to figure out when the end of the world will be.

14. Luke makes it clear that the twelve apostles were not the only ones waiting for the Holy Spirit. They were part of a complete community that included both men and women and shows this fulfills the Joel prophecy that the Holy Spirit will be poured out on “all flesh” in the final days, and both “sons and daughters will prophecy. This verse also stresses the unity in the constant prayer of this Christian community. Luke mentions of Jesus’ mother and brothers, perhaps to draw a parallel between Mary’s role in Jesus' birth and her presence at the church’s birth on Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit came upon her in a new way. Another reason is probably the importance of “James the brother of Jesus” in Acts 15 and 21. It is certainly the “brothers of Jesus” were considered his blood relatives, and exposes Mary’s perpetual virginity as nothing but the Roman Catholic dogma, not supported anywhere in the Scripture.

The disciples became apostles. Disciples mean follower or learner, and apostle means messenger or missionary. These men now had the special assignment of spreading the Gospel News of Jesus’ death and resurrection.

When Jesus began to preach He took up the message of John: “The Kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Later on, He spoke: “There are some of them that stood here which shall not taste death till they have seen the Kingdom of God come with power.” That could not be until the King had ascended His throne. Then first He and His disciples were ready to receive from the Father the great gift of the Holy Ghost, bringing down the Kingdom of God in its heavenly power into their hearts.

Our text tells us that all the teaching of Jesus, during the forty days after the Resurrection, dealt with the Kingdom of God Almighty, and it is remarkable how Luke, in the last verses of acts, sums up all the teachings of Paul at Rome; he testified to the Kingdom of God Almighty, he preached the Kingdom of God Almighty (Acts 28: 23, 31).

Jesus Christ seated upon the throne of God Almighty was now King and Lord of all. To His disciples, He had entrusted the announcement of the Kingdome, which is righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost. The prayer He had taught them: “Our Father, which art in heaven, the Thy Kingdom come,” had now for them a new meaning. The rule of God Almighty as seen in heaven came down in the power of the Holy Spirit, and the disciples were full of the one thought, to preach the coming of the Holy Spirit into the hearts of people. There was now on earth good tidings of the Kingdom of God Almighty, a Kingdom of God Almighty, and dwelling with His people, even as in heaven.

In the last command, our Lord Jesus gave His disciples, we shall find the great essential characteristics of the Kingdom put in great power (Acts 1:4-8). 1. The King, the crucified Jesus Christ. 2. The disciples, His faithful followers. 3. The power for their service, the Holy Spirit. 4. Their work, testifying for Jesus Christ as His witnesses. 5. The aim, the ends of the earth. 6. Their first duty, waiting on God Almighty in united unceasing prayer. If we are to take up and continue the prayer of the disciples, it is essential to have a clear and full impression of all that Jesus Christ spoke to them in that last moment, and what it meant for their inner life and all their service and ours.

The first mark of the Church is Jesus Christ as King. Jesus Christ and John had both preached that the Kingdom of God Almighty was at hand. In our text of the study, Jesus Christ said that it would be in the lifetime of some who heard Him that the Kingdom of heaven would come in power. That could mean nothing else but that when He, as King had ascended the throne of the Father, the Kingdom would be revealed in the hearts of His disciples by the power of the Holy Spirit. In the Kingdom of heaven, God Almighty’s will was always and still is being done; in the power of the Holy Spirit, Jesus Christ’s disciples and ourselves would do His will even as it was and is still done in heaven.

The mark of what a Kingdom is is to be seen in the King. Jesus Christ now reigns as God Almighty and man on the throne of the Father. On earth there is no embodiment or external manifestation of the Kingdom; its power is seen in the lives of those in whom it rules. It is only in the Church, the members of Jesus Christ, that the united Body can be seen and known. Jesus Christ lives and dwells and rules in our hearts as true Christians. 

Our Lord Jesus Himself taught how close the relationship would be. “In that day ye shall know that I am in My Father, and ye in Me, and I in you” (John 14:20). Next to this faith of His oneness with God Almighty, and His omnipresent power, would be the knowledge that His people lived in Him and He in them. Pope Francis said that “It is a dangerous thing to have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.” Doesn’t Jesus Christ’s promise in the Bible passage under reference sound like a personal relationship between Him and us? You be the judge and know we have a false prophet and an agent of the antichrist working around in a white robe under the cloak of Christianity.

This must be our first lesson if we are to follow in the steps of the disciples and to share their blessing that we must know that Jesus Christ actually as King, dwells and rules in the hearts of His people. We as true Christian we must know that we live in Him, and in His power can accomplish all that He would have us do. Our whole life is to be devoted to our King and the service of His Kingdom.

This blessed relationship to Jesus Christ will mean above all a daily fellowship with Him in prayer. The prayer life is to be continuous and unbroken exercise. It is thus that His people can rejoice in their King, and in Him can be more than conquerors.

The King Jesus we have spoken in this study is not the blue eyes Christ of the Catholic Church, but the Crucified Jesus Christ. All that we have to say of Him, His divine power, His abiding presence, His wonderful love, does not teach us to know Him aright unless we maintain the deep consciousness: This our King Jesus is the crucified Jesus. God Almighty has placed Him amid His throne as the Lamb, as it had been slain, and it is thus that the hosts of heaven adore Him. It is thus that we worship Him as a King (Revelation 5:6-14). 

Jesus Christ’s cross is His Highest glory. It is through this that He has conquered every enemy and gained His place on the throne of God Almighty. And it is this that He will impart to us too if we are to know fully what the victory over sin is to mean. When Apostle Paul wrote: ”I have been crucified with Jesus Christ, Jesus liveth in me,” he taught us that it was as the crucified One that Jesus Christ ruled on the throne of His heart, and that the Spirit of the cross would triumph for us as it did in Him.

This was true of the disciples, and it ought to be true of all true Christians. This was their deepest preparation for receiving the Holy Spirit. They had with their Lord Jesus been crucified to the world. Their old man and ours had been crucified; in Him, they were dead to sin and their life and ours were hidden with Jesus Christ in God Almighty. Each one of us needs to experience this fellowship with Jesus Christ in His cross if the Spirit of Pentecost is really to take possession of us. It was through the Eternal Spirit of God Almighty that Jesus Christ gave Himself a sacrifice and became the King on the throne of God Almighty. It is as we become “comfortable to His death,” in the entire surrender of our will, in the entire self-denial of our old nature, in the entire separation from the spirit of this world, that we can become the worthy servants of a crucified King, and our hearts the worthy temples of His glory.
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