Sabbath Day Sermon of August 27, 2016.
By Re. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Love God Almighty and Obey His Commandments
Deuteronomy Chapter 6

The Israelites have a custom of repeating what is today called Shema or “hear”. These verses speak of the unity of the Godhead. The Christians agree that God is one, but insist that based on  the Word of God the Godhead subsists in three persons: God the Father, the Son or the Word, and the Holy Spirit, and that God is of one essence (John 14:5-14, 21-26; 15: 1-4, 26; 16:12-15). This is a triunity, for God Almighty is one yet three.  Again, we know that a person who would in the natural sense try to understand  the trinity without first receiving  the Holy Spirit will lose his or her mind, but a person who denies the Trinity because he or she does not understand it will lose his or her soul. The triunity of God Almighty is a greater mystery, but it is one that is understandable and believable if we have received God Almighty’s Spirit in us (2 Corinthians 13:14; John 14:15-17).
3-4. For a nation that had wondered 40 years in a parched wilderness, a land flowing with milk and honey sounded like paradise. It brought to their minds rich crops, rushing streams, gentle rains, and lush fields filled with livestock. The Israelites could have had all that 40 years earlier. But as explained in Number 13 and 14, Israel missed their chance because they did not obey the Almighty God’s commandments. The land flowing with milk and holy is symbolic to life in Jesus Christ, and receiving eternal life. Today for those of us who have arrived the Promised Land through the work of Jesus Christ, we whet your appetite for the beautiful land, but you should know that the conditions for enjoying this land is still the same as it was explained to you when you first accepted Jesus Christ into your life.
Monotheism, that is, belief in one and only God Almighty has a distinctive feature of Hebrew faith. Many ancient pagan religions believed and many today still do believe in many gods. But the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob is the God of the whole universe, the only true God Almighty. This was an important insight for the nation of Israel, because they were about to enter a land filled with people who believed in many “gods.” Today God Almighty reigns in the hearts of his true people, the Nazarenes. But the day is coming when God Almighty will be recognized as the only one. He will be the King over all the earth (Zachariah 14:9).
5-9. The first table of the law is to love God Almighty with your whole heart. Since heart in the Old Testament was considered the seat of the intellect, Jesus added the interpretation that we are to love God Almighty with our minds (Mark 12:30; Luke 10:27). The “Shema” or hear no doubt is the central theme of the book of Deuteronomy, in that it sets a pattern that helps us relate to the Word of the Almighty God to our daily lives. We are to love God Almighty, think constantly about his commandments, teach his commandments to our children, and live our daily lives by the guidelines in his Word. In this chapter as in other passages of the Scripture, God emphasized the importance of parents’ teaching the Bible to their Children. The seventh day worship day sermons and church schools, cannot be used by parents to escape from this responsibility, because the Bible provides so many opportunities for object lessons and practical teaching that it would be a shame to study or listen to a sermon if only one day a week. No doubt, eternal truths are most effective when they are learned in the loving environment of a God fearing home, where the children feel more comfortable asking questions.
The Hebrew people of the Bible were extremely successful at making faith in God Almighty an integral part of life. The reason for their success was that education of faith in God Almighty was life-oriented, not information-oriented. They used the context of daily life to teach about God Almighty. The key to teaching your children to love the Highest God is stated simply and clearly in these verses. If you want your children to follow God, you must make God Almighty a part of your everyday life. You must teach your children to see the Almighty God in all aspects of life, not just those that are Church related.
10-12. True Christians are here warned as the children of Israel were warned by Moses not to forget the Almighty God when they entered the Promised Land and become prosperous. For the Christian we say to you, do not forget God Almighty after you have been reconciled with him through his Son Jesus Christ, who has prospered you. Be warned, prosperity, more than poverty, can dull peoples’ spiritual vision, because it tends to make them self-sufficient and eager to acquire still more of everything, except God Almighty. The tendency to forget God Almighty is usually great once you become successful in terms of material things, power and position in life. For the pastor, it is usually in terms of the number of members for the church, programs, and buildings; you can easily become self-sufficient and less sensitive to your need for the Most High God. This leads you to concentrate on self-preservation rather than thankfulness and service to God Almighty.
13-15. “Thou shall fear the LORD thy God, that is, “You and I if we have any life sustaining knowledge at all, would have learned to fear the LORD, and must never appeal to any other, as the discerner of truth and avenger of wrong” (Proverbs 1:7). In our courts before America’s ongoing rebellion against the Almighty surfaced, people take an oath on the Bible to tell the truth. Thus they swear by God Almighty’s name, and the truth they told. But today they swear by God Almighty’s name, and then they tell a lie on the stand. Woe betides those who swear by God Almighty’s name and then speak falsehood.
16-27. You shall not tempt the LORD your God, as you tempted him in Massah.” What happened in Massah? In Massah the children of Israel complained about their problems instead of praying. Some problems can be solved by careful thought or by rearranging your priorities by applying the Word of God Almighty to your circumstance. Some can be solved by discussion and good true Christian counsel. But some problems can only be solved by prayer. There should not be any circumstance of exigency which causes you to show distrust of the power, presence, or providence of God Almighty. Nor are you to quarrel with him. If you shouldn’t quarrel or get mad at God Almighty for whatever reason, what then is required of you in your walk with him? My friend, what is required of you is simple, unquestioning faith in all things. Make a determinate effort to pray when you feel like complaining because complaining only raises your feelings of stress. Prayer quiets your thoughts and emotions and prepares you to listen to the Spirit of God Almighty in you if you are a true Christian.
Does “for our good always” mean that we can expect only prosperity and not suffering when we obey God Almighty? No! We note that what is promised here is right relationship with God Almighty for all those who love him with all their hearts. It speaks of a good relationship with God Almighty and the ultimate benefit of knowing him. This should not be taken to mean a blanket protection against poverty, adversity, or suffering, for these things come as true tests of our faith and trust in God Almighty. We can have this right relationship with the Most High God by obeying his command to love him with all that we are.
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