Sabbath Day Sermon of August 26, 2017.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

What are Seducing Spirits and Doctrines of Devils?
1 Timothy Chapter 4

In this chapter the Holy Spirit speaks of the events of the end times preceding the return of Jesus Christ. The warning is clear that many who appear to have faith today shall depart from the true faith of Jesus Christ giving heed to seducing demonic spirits, and doctrines of the devils. The speaking of lies, hypocrisy and falsehood shall increase, as many people will have their conscience seared with a hot iron, meaning they will have no sense of remorse or repentance.

The “latter times” began with Jesus Christ’s resurrection and will continue until he returns, when he will set up his Kingdom and judge all mankind. False teachers were and still are a threat to the true Church. Jesus and the apostles repeatedly warned against them (Mark 13:21-23; Acts 20:28-31; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12; 2 Peter 3:3-7). The danger Timothy faced in Ephesus seems to have come not from outsiders, but from certain people in the Church who followed some Greek philosophers who taught that the body was evil and that only the soul mattered. They refused to believe that God of creation was good because his very contact with the physical world would have soiled him. Though these Greek-influenced church members on the surface appear to honor Jesus, they could not believe he was truly human. They taught that Jesus appeared to his disciple as human, but that he was actually a spirit or an avatar. Their teachings, if left untouched, would greatly distort Christian Gospel truth (1st John 4)1-3).

It is not enough that a teacher appears to know what he is talking about, is disciplined and moral, and says he or she is speaking for God Almighty. If his or her words contradict the Bible, his or her teaching is false. Paul was warning Timothy not only of this specific problem, but of any teaching that caused the believers to dilute or reject parts of their faith. Such false teaching can be very direct or extremely subtle. Identifying a false teacher require that you look beyond a teacher’s methods and discipline to his or her teaching about Jesus Christ. The teacher’s attitude toward Jesus Christ should show the source of his or her message.

Paul said that false teachers teach “doctrines of devils,” because Satan deceives people by offering a clever imitation of the real thing. The false teachers give stringent rules, such as forbidding people to marry or eat meat, and this made them appear self-disciplined and righteous. The strict disciplines for the body, however, could not remove sin (Colossians 2:20-23).

“Forbidding to marry” By this statement Paul clearly establishes the legitimacy of marriage between a man and a woman; and since the letter was directed to Timothy, it also means that evangelist, as well as prophets and apostles, have the right to marry (1 Timothy 3:2). The priest not allowed to marry is one of the reasons of the split in the Catholic church beween the Eastern Orthodox and the West represented by Rome. Some no doubt, however, could be given the gift of continence, by the will of God Almighty and not by their chosen or by an institutionalized order. 
As should be obvious, the passage is a warning to the true Church of Jesus Christ near the end time. The passage gives quite distinct characteristics of apostasy to look for that will distinguish the corrupted form of Christianity that will emerge in the end time. Just who is it talking about? In opposition to the teachings of the false teachers, Paul affirmed that everything God Almighty made is good. He encourages all to ask for his blessing in his created gifts that give us pleasure and thank him for them. 

Paul warns against the abuse of what God has made, using, for example, gluttony abuses God’s gift of good food, lust abuses God’s gift of love, and murder abuses God’s gift of life. Instead of abusing them, we should enjoy these gifts by using them to serve and honor God Almighty. My friends, you ought to thank God today for the good things he has made and learn to use them righteously in a way that is pleasing to you and to God Almighty.

“Giving heed to seducing spirit.” Here we have Bible passages prohibiting the doctrines of devils described in Deuteronomy chapter 18: 9-14: Leviticus 20:6: God warned the Israelites that the Promised Land was not a paradise. However, God did not insulate them from the evils they would face, but he gave them the support they needed to live in the land and to conquer the enemy as they obey him.

Son or daughter passing through the fire.” Child sacrifice and occult practices were strictly forbidden by God. The practices were and are still common among heathen religions. Israel’s own neighbors actually sacrificed their children to the demon god Moloch; the reason the Land spewed them out into captivity (Leviticus 20:2-5; 18:28). Other neighboring religions used supernatural means, such as contacting the spirit world, to foretell the future and gain guidance. Because of these wicked practices, God would drive out the heathen nations or the wicked population of a nation that do these things.
Many people today are as curious as the Israelites were naturally curious about the occult practices of the Canaanite religions which has invaded all nations today. But Satan is behind the occult, and God flatly forbade his people to have anything to do with it. Today people are still fascinated by horoscopes, fortune-telling, witchcraft, and bizarre cults and the Illuminati. No doubt everyone is interested in what the future holds, and many people often look to others for guidance. But God warned about looking to the occult for guidance. Mediums or psychics and wizards are outlawed because God Almighty is not the source of their information. At best, occult practitioners are fakes whose predictions cannot be trusted because they are in contact with evil spirits and are thus extremely dangerous.
Necromancy is defined in Holman’s Bible Dictionary as “Conjuring the spirits of the dead to predict or influence future events.” So a necromancer, as found in Deuteronomy 18 verse 11, is one who consults with the dead, and this practice is strongly condemned by God Almighty. Scripture is quite silent about Mary’s late life that even most Catholics who have not read the Bible will admit they are unsure whether or not she died before her alleged assumption into heaven, due to the lack of any scriptural evidence. However, on page 273 of Karl Keating’s Catholicism and Fundamentalism states that: Catholic commentators, not to mention Popes, have agreed that Mary died; that belief has long been expressed through the liturgy. But the Catholic church has never formally defined whether she died or not, and the integrity of the doctrine of the Assumption would not be impaired if she did not die, but the almost universal consensus is that she did in fact die. Yet almost in all nations, in direct violation of Scripture, Catholics around the world daily consult apparitions of Mary, who has actually been quite dead for nearly 2000 years.
 “Doctrines of devils.” From Catholic Truth for Youth, page 67- Reads that “In front of the palm of Our Lady's right hand was a heart encircled with thorns which pierced it. We understand that this was the Immaculate Heart of Mary, outraged by the sins of humanity, and that she wanted reparation.”
Page 86- Reads: that “Mary had only ONE Child and that Child was Jesus. Thus, she was and remains the ever-virgin Mother of Our Lord and Savior. After her Divine Son, Mary enjoys the highest place in the Church because she did God's will perfectly and never committed the slightest sin. She was even exempt from original sin, which all the other children of Adam inherit. When she died, Mary's body and soul were taken to heaven. From her beautiful throne, the Mother of God continues to love and pray for all her children still living on earth.” If you have never understood this doctrine, this is what is meant by the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Page 89- Reads: “When Pope Paul VI announced that a Golden Rose would be sent to the Sanctuary at Fatima, he also stated that he intended to entrust the entire human race to the care of the Mother of God.” From the booklet Questions and Answers about Mary, by Anthony M. Buono, published by Liguori Publications, copyright 1993, and bearing the IMPRIMI POTEST, and IMPRIMATUR of the Roman Catholic Church, page 9- reads: How is Mary our intercessor? “Mary is our intercessor because in heaven she continues to intercede with her Son, Jesus, for us in the world. She is our intercessor because of the following reasons: (1) As worthy Mother of God and full of grace, she occupies a middle position between God and his creatures. (2) Together with Christ and under him, she cooperated in the reconciliation of God and mankind while she was still on earth. (3) Now from heaven she distributes the graces that God bestows on his children. Of course, this intercession is always secondary and subject to Christ's primary and self-sufficient intercessory role. All favors granted by God to his rational creatures are granted in virtue of and because of Mary's intercession. It is not necessary that we explicitly implore her intercessions in our prayers. But whether we mention her or not, it is through her that we receive whatever we receive.”
What does the Bible say about what we just read, expecially about Mary’s virginity for ever, her assumption and as their intercessor? Note the following verses: 

Mark 6:3 - Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not his sisters here with us? And they were offended at him. Does it surprise you that the Bible says that Mary had other children after having Jesus? Mary could not have remained a virgin after she had James, Joses,  Simon, Judas and at least two girls.
Mark 3:31 - There came then his brethren and his mother, and, standing without, sent unto him, calling him.
 Matthew 13:55 - Is not this the carpenter's son? is not his mother called Merriam in Hebrew, translated as Mary? and his brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas?

Matthew 13:56  - And his sisters, are they not all with us? Whence then hath this man all these things?
Act 1: 13, 14  And when they were come in, they went up into an upper room, where abode both Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother of James. These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.

Acts 4:10 Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here before you whole.

Acts 4:11 This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become the head of the corner.

Acts 4:12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.

1 Tim 2:5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.
From the booklet Questions and Answers about Mary, Page 15-11. Why does the Catholic Church render liturgical devotion to Mary? Liturgy is veneration, devotion and adoration. The Roman Church renders liturgical devotion and adoration to Mary because of their unscriptural doctrine that “Mary is joined by an inseparable bond to the saving work of her Son, which is made present in the liturgy.”
According to the Roman Church, “the liturgy make present Christ's paschal mystery (his life, death, and resurrection), enabling us to render fitting worship to God and to obtain the graces of Christ gained for all human beings. It is only right to show liturgical devotion to Mary, since she is joined inescapably to the saving work being represented.” Though there are many other false doctrines of devils taught by the Catholic Church, we have focused only on the Catholic doctrines regarding Mary, because the Bible speaks plainly about the state of the dead, and says nothing about Mary being taken to heaven.
If you ask, “Where is Mary now and what is she doing? Mary remains in the grave, quite dead, hearing nothing, interceding for no one. Catholic teaching on this matter is quite foreign to scripture, and rests on nothing but the Catholic Babylonia Religion Tradition. It is the most prevalent and most dangerous form of idolatry and spiritualism to infiltrate the true Church of Jesus Christ. It is plainly Antichrist doctrines propagated  in different forms in many fake churches today.
 8-15. “Bodily exercise profiteth little.” By this Paul means that abstaining from such things as meat, marriage, and the like, thought by some to be acts of self-denial and mortification are of little account if sin is not mortified. Godliness or life of true holiness is far better than refusing to eat meat or to marry.

“Neglect not the gift of that is in thee.” Whoever neglects the gifts or talents that God has given will discover that unused gifts or talents wither. This is well explained in the parables of the four soil and the Kingdom of heaven (Matthew 25:14-28; 13:11-12).
16. Whoever is interested in saving souls must first see that his or her own soul is saved. The dangers of a false minister or a witness of the Gospel message cannot be overemphasized (Matthew 16:24-27; Luke 9:23-26; John 15:7; 14:21-24). 
We know of no other apostate church to which these characteristics can be applied with such ease, other than the Roman Catholic Church. We would therefore state that it is the subject of Paul's warning in 1 Timothy chapter 4. To those who think we are too critical, or devisive, or hurtful, then please read 1 Tim 4:6: “If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained.” What Christian does not believe that to be a worthy goal, when he or she has been warned in the Scripture to be very careful not to have the blood of a sinner in his or her hands? (Ezekiel 3:18-21).
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