Sabbath Day Sermon of August 25, 2018
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

What It Means to Be Under Grace.
Romans Chapter 6
We are Christians because by God Almighty’s grace righteousness has been imputed for justification of all who believe and implanted in us for sanctification, and all of this through Jesus Christ. Unfortunately, some in error suppose that the doctrine of grace releases them from the obligation to keep the law of God Almighty. This error is known as “antinomianism” meaning “against the moral law” and leads to the conclusion that the more one sins, the more God Almighty’s grace abounds. 

2-10. Here Paul refutes that view by showing that salvation includes deliverance from the power of sin and death, not continued bondage to it. In other words, death to sin should result in holiness of life, and Paul exhorts all believers to live a life of holiness. We can enjoy our new life in Jesus Christ because we are united with him in his death and resurrection. Our evil desire, our bondage to sin, and our love of sin died with him. Now, united by faith with Jesus in his resurrection life, we have unbroken fellowship with God Almighty and freedom from sin’s hold on us (Ephesian 4:21-24; Colossians 3:3-15).
We note here, that the “sinful body” mentioned by Paul in verse 6 is an instance of a part representing a whole. The body represents the entire person insofar as it is dominated by an almost unavoidable proneness to sin. But this “old self” truly died with Jesus Christ. This sinful inclination has been destroyed. The tyranny of death has been broken. In fact, death has brought a new status. Therefore, the Christian who is now dead to sin should consider himself or herself to have been snatch away from the power of the sinful force and incorporated instead into a new life for God Almighty in Jesus Christ.

As true Christians, we are now what we were not, and we now do what we did not because we have newness of life in Jesus Christ. We are alive unto God Almighty through Jesus Christ. We have a new life in God Almighty, a new delight in him for whom we live, a yieldedness to him so that he may have from us the giving of our parts, eyes, ears, tongue, hands, and appetites to him.
11-13. “Recon” or count yourselves dead to sin means we shouldregard our old sinful nature as dead and unresponsive to sin. Because of our union and identification with Jesus Christ, we no longer want to pursue our old plans, desires, and goals. Now we want to live for the glory of God Almighty. As you start this new life, the Holy Spirit will help you become all that Jesus Christ wants you to be (John 16:13-16).
Paul tells us here that through Christian baptism a believer is united very intimately with Jesus Christ and his destiny. As Jesus has died so too the Christian truly dies or is truly liberated from the hostile force known as sin which alienates a person from God Almighty. And as Jesus was raised by the Father, so too the believer now has a very real share in this new way of life, and this new principle of vitality. For this reason, the power of the resurrection already rules in us as Christians. Now, how can anybody deny this reality and return to a former sinful way of life? Paul says it is unthinkable!

14-23. “For ye are not under the law but under grace.” This glorious freedom in Jesus Christ means Christians can live victoriously. They can obey God Almighty, experience complete dedication, and enjoy God Almighty’s grace, which makes such a life possible. Indeed, if there is no evidence of this new life in one who professes to be a Christian, the question may be rightly asked whether such a person has really been regenerated.
If we are no longer under the Law but under grace, are we now free to sin and disregard the Ten Commandments? Paul says, “Of course not.”  When we were under the Law, sin was our master, the Law does not justify us or help us overcome sin. But now that we are bound to Jesus Christ, he is our Master, and he gives us the power to do good deeds of faith rather than evil. 

Therefore, to be under grace not under the law means that one has positioned himself or herself through the knowledge of Jesus Christ to neither yield himself or herself as an instrument of unrighteousness unto sin. But has yielded himself or herself to God Almighty, as those that are alive from the dead and as an instrument of righteousness unto God Almighty.
This is to obey from the heart, that is, to give oneself fully to God Almighty, to love him “with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and will all thy mind” (Matthew 22:37). Our efforts to know and obey God Almighty’s commands can best be described as “halfhearted.” If we may ask, how do you rate your heart’s obedience? If you are not sure where you stand on this question, ask God Almighty to give you the power to obey him with all your heart.
We observe how Paul’s effort at persuasion can easily take the form of a command if the premise is clear and convincing. “Don’t let the alienating force “sin” govern your living. Do not yield to the powerful cravings, desires, and intentions of your natural self which will only put you against God Almighty. Once and always give yourself over completely to God Almighty, literally to the service of God Almighty, so He might use you to do what is right. Do not let the force of sin have power over you. You live now under grace and not under the law if you do the will of God Almighty.

If you ask, “What does this mean? What kind of freedom is a freedom for rendering service to God Almighty”? it is a freedom quite unlike that which mainstream citizens of the United States are familiar. Most Americans understand freedom in terms of freedom from external obstacles or restraints in order to choose and pursue an individualistically determined goal. 
For Paul, it is impossible to live a human life in total independence in the sense of being subject to no one. You are either subject to God Almighty or to Satan. It is impossible to be neutral. In these verses, Paul clearly argues that the freedom from the power or force of sin worked by Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection does not mean total and complete human independence, but rather an acceptance of another master, namely, God Almighty. This is why the one that is baptized in Jesus Christ cannot continue to be a slave to sin or a slave of the power of sin. In other words, a Christian is not someone who cannot do wrong, but someone who does not willfully commit sin. The Christian is no longer a slave to sin. He or she belongs to God Almighty.
The Christian ought to know that he or she is a slave to the master you obey. There are only two choices God or Satan. Once a Christian has been delivered from obedience and slavery to Satan, he or she would be a fool to return to the slavery from which he or she has been gloriously delivered.
My friends, you are free to choose between two masters, but you are not free to adjust the consequences of your choice. Each of the two masters pays with his own kind of currency. The currency of sin is death. That is all you can expect or hope without God Almighty. Jesus Christ’s currency is eternal life, and it is a gift from God Almighty. This new eternal life with God Almighty begins on earth and continues forever. If you are reading this message, we pray that you choose Jesus Christ today. If you would call to Jesus right now, he will forgive all your sins,and give you eternal life (Matthew 7:8).
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