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Certainty through Living in the Light of God Almighty
1 John Chapter 1
 

In this chapter, John re-affirms a well-known truth that God Almighty is light. God Almighty is love; and God Almighty is life (John 1:1-5). John appears to be enjoying a delightful fellowship with that of God Almighty of light, love, and life, and he desperately desires that God Almighty’s children enjoy the same fellowship. God Almighty is light, therefore, to engage in fellowship with Him we must walk in the light. But there is another sphere, too, which is that of darkness, of untruth, and there are those who walk in it. 

This chapter was written by John, who was one of Jesus’ original 12 disciples. This letter was written between A.D. 85 and 90 from Ephesus, where he was stationed with Mary the mother of Jesus (John 19:25-27), before John’s exile to the island of Patmos (Revelation 1:9). Jerusalem had been sacked by Rome in 70 A, D., and Christians were scattered throughout the empire. By the time John wrote this letter, Christianity had been around for more than a generation, that is, more than twenty-five years. 

The Christian Church had survived severe persecution. At this time, the main problem confronting the church was declining commitment. Many believers in Jesus Christ were conforming to the world’s standards, failing to stand up for Jesus Christ, and compromising their faith. False teachers were plentiful as in our day, and they accelerated the church’s downward slide away from the Christian faith. We see these things going on today as well, but as in the past generations, God Almighty will purge his Church of the bad eggs, the wolves in sheep clothing among his people who pretend to be his children.

John wrote this letter to put believers in Jesus back on track, to show the difference between light and darkness, that is, truth and error, and to encourage the true church to grow in genuine love for God Almighty and for one another.  John wrote to assure true believers that they possess eternal life and to help them know that their faith was genuine, so they could enjoy all the benefits of being God Almighty’s children (John 13).

As we walk in the light, we will regularly confess our sins, on a daily basis allowing the blood of Jesus to continually cleanse us. Here, we are alerted to beware of the two major roadblocks that can hinder this walk in the light of God Almighty. They are (1) falling in love with the world and (2) falling for the alluring lies of false teachers. Light represents what is good, pure, true, holy, and reliable. Darkness represents sin and evil.

 To say “God Almighty is light” means that God Almighty is perfectly holy and true and that he alone can guide us out of the darkness of sin. Light is also related to truth, in that it exposes whatever exists, whether it is good or bad. In the dark good and evil look-alike, in the light, they can be clearly distinguished. Just as darkness cannot exist in the presence of light, sin cannot exist in the presence of a holy God Almighty. My friend, if you desire to have a relationship with God Almighty and His Son Jesus Christ, you must put aside your sinful ways of living. To claim that you belong to Jesus but then to live for yourself is hypocrisy. Jesus Christ will certainly expose and judge such deceit. 

God Almighty is love, and since we are his children, we must walk in love. In fact, John says that if we do not love, we do not know God Almighty. Understand that love is more than just words; it is actions. Love is giving, not getting. Biblical love is unconditional in its nature. Jesus Christ’s love fulfilled those qualities and when that brand of love characterizes us, we will be free of self-condemnation and experience confidence before God Almighty.

God Almighty is life, and those who fellowship with Him must possess His quality of life. Spiritual life begins with spiritual birth which occurs through faith in Jesus Christ. Faith in Jesus Christ inputs in us with God Almighty’s life and righteousness. There are three principles to true Christian fellowship. First, it is grounded in the testimony of the Word of God Almighty. Without this underlying strength, togetherness is impossible. Second, it is mutual, depending on the unity of believers. Third, it is daily renewed through the Holy Spirit. The true fellowship combines social and spiritual interaction, and it is made possible only by a living relationship with Jesus Christ.

John confronts the first of three claims of the false teachers; that we can have fellowship with the God Almighty, and still walk in darkness. False teachers who thought that the body was evil or worthless taught one of two approaches to behavior: Either they insisted on denying bodily desires through a rigid disciple, or they approve of gratifying every physical lust because the body was going to be destroyed anyway. The second approach was more popular. Here John refutes their teaching, saying that no one can claim to be a Christian and still live in evil and immorality. We cannot love God Almighty and court at sin at the same time.

5-7. John testifies that Jesus was no spectre or avatar, no phantom, no invisible person. He was seen by John and others who were eye-witnesses to his glory. He emphasizes that Jesus “the Word of life” is eternal, that God Almighty came into the world as a man, that he, John, was an eyewitness to Jesus’ life, and that Jesus brings life and life. John testifies that they touched him and knew that he was real. They heard him with their ears as he spoke the words of life. They looked upon him through the eye of the mind so that what they said about him was based on their discernment, their cogitation, and their convictions. The senses inform the mind and aid it in drawing conclusions. John, therefore, speaks about Jesus without mental reservation or equivocation of any kind.

Christians do sin after they have been converted. Thus they must be cleansed from their sins day by day. John says three things about cleansing (1) the blood of Jesus Christ is the means of cleansing; (2) the method of cleansing is a personal confession of sin to Jesus Christ; (3) the measure of cleansing is that every wrong is taken care. The Scripture implies that confession must be made to God Almighty himself not through a priest.

To have fellowship with both God Almighty and one another in the body of Jesus Christ, we must walk in the light, cleansed from sin by the blood of God Almighty’s Son. This cleansing demands from us a personal acknowledgment of our sin, which will be answered by the cleansing that comes from God Almighty. To pretend that we have never sinned is, in itself, a lie that would continue to bind us to the sphere of darkness. 

Such admission of sin is by no means a suggestion that sin makes little difference in Christian life. John’s purpose in writing this letter is to keep Christians from sin. Yet, though living in the light, he is not blinded by it; he can see that Christians can and, on occasion, still do sin. Jesus Christ, however, remains effective, both as intercessor and as our sin-offering, and not for us only but for the whole world.

If you ask, “How does the blood of Jesus cleanse us from every sin?” In the book of Leviticus in the Old Testament, we read that believers in God Almighty symbolically transferred their sins to an animal, which they then sacrificed. The animal died in their place to pay for their sin and to allow them to continue living in God Almighty’s favor (Leviticus 4). God Almighty graciously forgave them because of their faith in him and because they obeyed his commandments concerning the sacrifice. Those sacrifices anticipated the day when Jesus Christ would completely remove sin. 

Real cleansing came with Jesus, the “Lamb of God Almighty, which taketh away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). Sin, by its very nature brings death (James 1:13-15). This death is waiting for every one of us unless we repent of our sins and call to Jesus to remove them. Jesus did not die for his sins; he had done. He was sinless, instead, he took our place and had the death reserved for us because of our sinfulness, and transferred it to himself and died in our place. When we commit our lives to Jesus Christ and thus identify ourselves with him, his death becomes ours, and death cannot see us anymore, because we are now hidden in Jesus. How do we know death can’t find us or see us anymore? Let’s read what Jesus said in John 3:3-8, “Anyone that is born again is like the wind, you can hear the sound, but you can’t tell where is coming and where it’s going.”
8-10. John attacks the second claim of the false teachers; that people are naturally good and had no tendency toward sin, that their sinful nature had been eliminated, and that they were now incapable of sinning. They teach that people’s sinful nature had been eliminated, but they don’t tell the sinner how and what eliminated them. 

The false teachers not only denied that sin breaks our fellowship with God Almighty and that they had a sinful nature, but they also denied that their conduct involved any sin at all. This is a lie. They forgot one basic truth: All people are sinners by nature and by practice. At conversion, all our sins are forgiven. Yet even after we become Christians, we still sin and must confess them to God Almighty.

This kind of confession is not to gain God Almighty’s acceptance, but to remove the barrier to the fellowship that our sin has put between us and Him. It takes humility and honesty to recognize our weaknesses, and most of us would rather pretend we are strong. But we need not fear to reveal our sins to God Almighty, he knows them already. God Almighty will not push you away, no matter what you have done. He will instead draw you to himself.

Confession of our sins to God Almighty is supposed to free us to enjoy fellowship with Jesus Christ. It should ease your conscience and lighten your cares. True confession also involves commitment not to continue in sin. We are not genuinely confessing our sins before God Almighty if we plan to commit the sin again and just want temporary forgiveness, as in the Roman Catholic doctrine of indulgences. 
We must pray for strength to defeat the temptation the next time it appears. Although our sins are forgiven because of Jesus Christ’s death, we confess our sins purposefully, to admit our sins and receive Jesus Christ’s cleansing. When we do, we are agreeing with God Almighty that our sin truly is sin and that we are willing to turn from it. It also ensures that we do not conceal our sins from him and consequently from ourselves, and recognize our tendency to sin and relying on his power to overcome all sin.  
Scripture Reading Online
http://av1611.com/kjbp/kjv-bible-text/index.html
   http://www.hsapm.org/radio1.html
Online Bible by HSAPM for Windows 8.1
 http://www.hsapm.org/rss
References:

Testimonies: from darkness of Islam to the Light of Jesus Christ:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Mqs-G7U-Xc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ik44QY3EPQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NjHuJTeIiAo
Indulgences: Roman Catholics are enthusiastic, but Catholics wary
https://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/10/nyregion/10indulgence.html
