Sabbath Day Sermon of August 23, 2014
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Song of Moses: “A Song of God’s Victory”
Exodus Chapter 15
As music and praise to God played an important part in Israel’s worship and celebration, so it ought to be in the New Testament congregation of the Lord. In verse one we read as follows: “The Song of Moses,” this song of Moses and the people of Israel is part of the hymnody or hymn singing of the true Christian faith, because true Christianity is the rediscovery of faith in God Almighty of the Israelites. (John 5:45, 46; Genesis 49:10; Deuteronomy 18:18). If you ask, how do you know these things? We can explain if you will let us. The Pharisees prided themselves on being the true followers of their ancestor Moses. They followed every one of his laws to their letter and even added some of their own. Jesus’ warning that Moses would accuse them stung them to fury. 
Moses wrote about Jesus or Yahoshua in Hebrew (Genesis 3:15; Numbers 21:9; 24:17; Deuteronomy 18:15), yet the religious leaders refused to believe Jesus when he came. Even in our day most who claim to be followers of Moses’ laws, have refused to believe Jesus. Most likely Jesus was chastising them for not desiring to understand the reason for Moses’ writings. Moses wrote so that the people would know and obey God; and these leaders had strayed from those intensions and had misled the people as Moses had predicted before his death (Deuteronomy 31:19-30). Unfortunately, throughout the centuries since after Moses said those words in Deuteronomy 31 verse 29, the efforts to corrupt the Word of God by those who claim to represent him have been on the increase as he had warned.
One of the most glorious contributions of the true Christian faith has been the hymnody or compositions by faithful multitudes across the centuries. Words and music put together to be sung to God for his glory are inexpressibly beautified. According to Job 38:7. The morning stars sang together and all the sons of God shouted for joy.” In Revelation 15:3 there is “the song of Moses, and the song of the Lamb being sung by the angels. The Apostle Paul encourages the Christians in the Ephesians Church to engage in “speaking to yourselves, that is, one to another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord.”
Having read how that complete victory of Israel over the Egyptians was obtained, here we are told how it was celebrated; those that were to hold their peace while the deliverance was in working (Exodus 14:14) must not hold their peace now that it was wrought; the less they had to do then the more they had to do now. If God accomplishes deliverance by his own immediate power, it redounds or increases so much the more to his glory. Moses, no doubt by divine inspiration, indited or composed this song, and delivered it to the children of Israel, to be sung before they stirred from the place where they saw the Egyptians dead upon the shore. They expressed their joy in God, and thankfulness to him, by singing; it is almost natural to us thus to give vent to our joy and the exultations of our spirit. By this instance it appears that the singing of psalms, as an act of worship to God Almighty, was used in the congregation of Jesus Christ even before the giving of the ceremonial law, and therefore was no part of it, nor was it ever abolished. Singing is as much the language of holy joy as praying is of holy desire.  Moses, who had gone before them through the sea, goes before them in the song, and composes it for them. Those that are active in public services should not be neuters in public praises.  When the mercy was fresh, and they were much affected with it, then they sang this song. When we have received special mercy from God, we ought to be quick and speedy in our returns of praise to him, before time and the deceitfulness of our own hearts efface the good impressions that have been made.

Singing was an expression of love and thanks, and it was a creative way to pass down oral traditions. Some say this song of Moses is the oldest recorded song in the world. It was a festive epic poem celebrating God’s victory, lifting the hearts and voices of the people outward and upward. After having been delivered from great danger, they sang with joy! Psalms and hymns can be great ways to express relief, praise, and thanks when you have been through trouble.
“The Lord is a man of war.” This is like the depiction of Jesus Christ who comes with a sword in his mouth to wage the final war against Satan and to put away evil forever (Revelation 19:15).  The Lord is a man of war, that is, well able to deal with all those that strive with their Maker, and will certainly be too hard for them. As a God of matchless and incomparable perfection. This is expressed, First, More generally: Who is like unto thee, O Lord, among the gods! This is pure praise, and a high expression of humble adoration. It is a challenge to all other gods that are actually the works of men, to compare with him: "Let them stand forth, and pretend their utmost; none of them dare make the comparison.’’ Egypt was notorious for the multitude of its gods, but the God of the Hebrews was too hard for them and baffled them all, (Numbers 38:4; Deuteronomy 32:23-39). The princes and potentates of the world are called gods, but they are feeble and mortal, none of them all comparable to Jehovah, the almighty and eternal God. 

It is confession of his infinite perfection, as transcendent and unparalleled. God is to be worshipped and adored as a being of such infinite perfection that there is none like him, nor any to be compared with him, as one that in all things has and must have the pre-eminence, (Psalm 89:6). Secondly, more particularly, God is glorious in holiness; his holiness is his glory. It is that attribute which angels adore, (Isaiah. 6:3). His holiness appeared in the destruction of Pharaoh, his hatred of sin, and his wrath against obstinate sinners. It appeared in the deliverance of Israel, his delight in the holy seed, and his faithfulness to his own promise. God is rich in mercy, this is his treasure, glorious in holiness, this is his honor.  Learn to always give thanks at the remembrance of his holiness.  Among the chief attributes of God is his holiness. Whatever he does is right, true, and good. He cannot sin, nor is there any impurity in him. No one else’s holiness can compare to that of God. (I Samuel 2:2). It is manifested in his name “the high and lofty One God that inhabiteth eternity” (Isaiah 57:15), in his words “God has decreed holy words of judgment against them” (Jeremiah 23:9), and in his character “thou art holy.” (Psalm 22:3). We His people are to imitate his holiness (Leviticus 11:44; I Peter 1:15, 16) and offer “thanks to his holy name” (Psalm 30:4).
Miriam or translated as Mary was a prophetess, that is, a female prophet. God was no respecter of sex. Miriam was called a prophetess not only because she received revelations from God (numbers 12:1, 2; Micah 6:4), but also for her musical skill. Once again we observe here that unlike in all other religions of the pagan world, the God of Christianity sees both men and women in equal footing and as his children deserving His salvation and redemption through the death of His Son Jesus Christ on the Cross. This is one of distinguishing traits of Christianity as the only way to God.

Prophecy and music were and are often closely related in the Bible (1 Samuel 10:5). Miriam’s tumbrel was an instrument shaped like a circle and ringed with brass pieces. It was similar to the tambourine. The Scriptures mention that Deborah, Huldah, Noadiah and Anna were all prophetesses. Apostle Philip in the New Testament also had four daughters who were prophetesses (Acts 21: 9). No one should underplay the role of women in God’s calling or redemption. Micah, in his prophecy, reports God as having said to him, “I sent before thee Moses, Aaron, and Miriam” (Micah 6:4). If God identified Miriam along with Moses and Aaron as having been sent by him for the deliverance of Israel, she must have been an important figure in the divine plan.
If you ask, how was Miriam an important figure in the divine plan for which reason she was identified along with Moses and Aaron? We have no doubt that a review of Exodus chapter 2:7, 8 will satisfy your inquiry. In the passage under reference, we read that Miriam, the baby sister, saw that Pharaoh’s daughter had discovered Moses. Quickly she took the initiative to suggest a nurse, her mother who might care for the baby. The Bible does not say if Miriam was afraid to approach the Egyptian princess, or if the princess was suspicious of the Hebrew girl. But Miriam did approach her, and the princess bought the services of Miriam and her mother. If you are conversant with how God works you would have no difficulty identifying what we have just reviewed as described in the Scripture that it was God’s doing, especially, Miriam’s boldness in approaching the princess, and for the princess to have bought the services she offered without suspicion.
What then might people of God expect from him: God tells everyone today as he told the Israelites, I will put none of these diseases upon thee, that is, "I will not bring upon thee any of the plagues of Egypt.’’ This intimates that, if they were rebellious and disobedient, the very plagues which they had seen inflicted upon their enemies should be brought upon them; so it is threatened, (Deuteronomy 28:60). God’s judgments upon Egypt, as they were mercies to Israel, opening the way to their deliverance, so they were warnings to Israel, and designed to awe them into obedience. Therefore, let not the Israelites or those who claim to be born again Christians think, because God had thus highly honored them in the great things he had done for them, and had proclaimed them to all the world as his favorites, that therefore he would connive at their sins and let them do as they would. No, God is no respecter of persons; a rebellious Israelite or Christian shall fare no better than a rebellious Egyptian; and so they found, to their cost, before they got to Canaan as the rebellious Christian would find before or when Jesus returns. 
"But, if thou wilt be obedient, thou shalt be safe and happy;’’ the threatening is implied only, but the promise is expressed: "I am the Lord that healeth thee, and will take care of thy comfort wherever thou goest.’’ In other words, God will not allow the righteous to be punished with the wicked.  God is the great physician. If we be kept well, it is he that keeps us; if we be made well, it is he that restores us; he is our life, and the length of our days. That at Elim they had good water, and enough of it. Though God may, for a time, order his people to encamp by the waters of Marah or of bitterness, yet that shall not always be their lot. You may have noticed how changeable the condition of things are in this world, from better to worse, from worse to better. These changeable conditions in this world may have caused many to take their lives by committing suicide, but not realizing that suicide or abortion is the same as committing murder. If you ask why do you say that suicide is murder? Well God said that all souls are his, since this is the true, who then has the right to take a life but God himself (Ezekiel 18:4). Therefore, you should have no doubt where those who have taken their lives have gone. Of course, they have not gone to heaven for no murderer will inherit the Kingdom of heaven (Revelation 21:8; 22:15).

Let us therefore learn both how to be abased and how to abound, to rejoice as though we rejoiced not when we are full, and to weep as though we wept not when we are in trouble. In the wilderness were twelve wells for their supply, one for every tribe, that they might not strive for water, as their fathers had sometimes done; and, for their pleasure, there were seventy palm-trees, under the shadow of which their great men might repose themselves. God can find places of refreshment for his people even in the wilderness of this world, wells in the valley of Baca, lest they should faint in their mind with perpetual fatigue: yet, whatever our delights may be in the land of our pilgrimage, we must remember that we do but encamp by them for a time, that here we have no continuing city.

So, God promised that if the people obeyed him they would be free from the diseases that plagued the Egyptians. Little did they know that many of the moral laws God later gave them were designed to keep them free from sickness. For example, following God’s law against prostitution, adultery and fornication will keep them free of venereal disease and from worshiping Satan through illicit sexual activity. God’s laws for us are often designed to keep us from harm. Men and women are complex beings.  Our physical, emotional, and spiritual lives are intertwined. Modern medicine is now acknowledging what these laws assumed. If you want God to care for you, you need to submit to his directions for living.
Marah, that is, “bitter” it does provide an illustration for believers. The Israelites, following God at this time came into difficulties not of their choosing, nor because of their transgressions. Without potable water they were in serious trouble. Their difficulty was God opportunity. He made the bitter water sweet so they could drink of it. God sometimes does place his children in places of difficulty for their own learning so that his deliverance will strengthen their faith. The wilderness of Sin was a vast and hostile environment of sand and stone. Its barren surroundings provided the perfect place for God to test and shape the character of his people. Again, there is always a lesson to learn when difficult times come your way as a Christian. However, if you will persevere, the crown of victory will be yours.
Holy Spirit Advantage Prophetic Ministries®

Scripture Reading Online
http://av1611.com/kjbp/kjv-bible-text/index.html
HSAPM Radio on Shoutcast
http://www.hsapm.org/radio1.html
Online Bible by HSAPM for Windows 8.1
http://www.hsapm.org/rss
