Sabbath Day Sermon of August 22, 2020

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Jesus Christ The Author and Perfector of Our Faith

Mark Chapter 9: [23, 24].

When Jesus said “there be some of them that stand here, which shall not taste death, till they have seen the kingdom of God come with power,” he was foretelling his transfiguration, his resurrection, and ascension, and the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. The transfiguration revealed Jesus Christ’s divine nature. God Almighty’s voice: “This is my beloved Son,” elevated Jesus above Moses and Elijah as the long-awaited Messiah with full divine authority. Then the voice adds: “Listen to him!” Moses represented the Law, and Elijah the prophets. Their appearance showed Jesus as the fulfillment of both the Old Testament Law and the prophetic promises. As we read this passage, we do not have to think hard to remember what Jesus has spoken for them and us to hear (Mark 8:34-38).

Today Joel 2:28 is being fulfilled to a level as many are being shown in dreams and through near-death experiences, as God Almighty exposes Satan’s kingdom as He had promised our ministry that he would bring people out of the occult, Satanism, and Luciferianism to expose the evil strategies of Lucifer for His true Church to understand Lucifer’s operational mode, so we can defeat his traps against the Church of Jesus Christ. While God Almighty is exposing Satan’s strategies to His children, Satan is spreading disinformation messages through his agents, to make the people telling the truth about the world of Lucifer they had lived, look as if they are not telling the truth of the evil Lucifer is spreading on earth and against the true Church of Jesus Christ. But by the Holy Spirit, we know the truth that is told by former slaves to Lucifer now saved by Jesus Christ, and that Satan is a liar, a thief and a murderer who kills and eats his followers.

Glimpses of glory that Christians receive from God Almighty are real, but they are given so that true Christians can move on with Him, and with Him alone. Jesus was not a reincarnation of Elijah or Moses. He wasn’t merely one of the prophets. As God Almighty’s Son, He far surpasses all the forerunners in authority and power. Many voices try to tell us how to live and how to know God Almighty personally. Some of these are helpful, many are not. We must first listen to the Bible, and then evaluate all other authority in light of God Almighty’s revelation (1 John 4:1).  “Test all spirits”
If you ask, “How can I know I am in a Satan’s controlled Church?” A true Church of Jesus Christ will preach these four messages.” Beloved, if your pastors do not preach these four messages get out of that Church because many pastors are already in the occultism. Be warned that many pastors are working like princes of the devil. They are preparing for the devil souls that will join him in the lake of fire. These churches are so overcrowded that human sacrifices that are offered by these pastors are undetected. You won’t feel the impact of the loss because of the crowds. People die in these overcrowded churches in human sacrifices. 

If your pastor does not preach repentance, we would tell you to get out of this Church. This is not the time to hear things that are pleasing to your ears. If your pastor does not mention sin in his preaching, get out of that Church. If he does not insist on fleeing from sin, then you're going to have to leave that Church. Otherwise, you will join him in the lake of fire. Secondly, the Church must get people to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. Many people are coming to Church but they never gave their lives to Christ. They never surrendered to Him. 

The third message is sanctification. It is written, “Pursue peace with all men, as well as holiness, without which no one will see the Lord.” (Hebrews 12:14). The fourth message is rapture and prudence because we don't know the time. We must watch and pray so that we will not give in to temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak.

Peter, John, and James would not have fully understood what they had seen during Jesus’ transfiguration on the mountain, and that was why Jesus instructed them not to speak about it until he had risen from the dead. Then would they realize that only through dying and resurrecting could Jesus show his power over death and his authority to be King of all? The disciples could not be powerful witnesses for God Almighty until they have grasped this truth.

23-24. What a treasure of encouragement these words contain. Our Lord Jesus Christ had said to the father of the possessed child, who had asked for His help: “If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth.” The father felt that Jesus Christ was throwing the responsibility on him. If he believed, the child could be healed. And he felt as if he had no such faith. But as he looked in the face of Jesus, he felt assured that the love which was willing to heal, would also be ready to help with his faith and graciously accept even its feeble beginnings. And he cried with tears: “Lord, I believe; help my thou mine unbelief.” 

Jesus Christ heard the prayer, and the child was healed. In this passage as in all the gospel the alert reader will hear the echoes of Jesus’ message all along, for example, “Do not be afraid; just have faith in Mark 6:36: “Please, Lord, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s scraps in 7:28, calling for persistent and ever more radical trust in Him. We find the same theme in the following passages, in which the total trust of little children becomes the model of what is needed to take part in the Kingdom of God Almighty (9:35-37; 10:13-16).

Although Jesus is the one who heals the child, it is the father’s profession of faith that we ought to imitate. Even in the most desperate moments, when prayer and trust seem useless, Jesus invites his followers to go one step further and pray like the boy’s father: “I do believe help my unbelief.”

What a lesson for us who have so often felt, as we listened to the wonderful promises of God Almighty, that our faith was too feeble to grasp the precious gift. And here we receive the assurance that Jesus Christ Who waits for one’s faith to do its work is a Savior who Himself will care for our faith. Let us come, however feeble our faith may be, and, though it is with tears, cry: “Lord. I believe; help Thou mine unbelief.” And Jesus Christ will accept the prayer that puts its trust in Him. Let us bring it into exercise, even though it is but as a mustard seed; in contact with Jesus Christ, the feeblest faith is made strong and bold. Jesus Christ is the Author and Perfector of our faith.

My friends, we urge you, as you read God Almighty’s wonderful promises and long to have them fulfilled, remember the grain of mustard seed. However small, if it is put into the ground and allowed to grow, it becomes a great tree. Take the hidden feebler seed of the little faith you have, with the Word of promise on which you are resting; plant it in your heart. Give utterance to it in the contact with Jesus Christ and fervent prayer to Him; He will in very deed accept of the feebler trembling faith that clings to Him and will not let Him go. A feeble faith in an Almighty Jesus Christ will become the great faith that can remove the mountain.

We saw in Abraham how God Almighty took charge of his faith and trained him to become strong in faith, giving glory to God Almighty. Count most confidently on the desire of Jesus Christ to strengthen your faith. And in answer to the question that each time comes again, “Believest though that I can do this?” let your heart confidently say: “Yea, Lord, I do believe.” Praise God Almighty! I have a Jesus Christ Who not only waits to give the full possession of the heavenly life and the blessings of the covenant but a Jesus Christ Who secretly works in me the faith that can claim it all.

Jesus' disciples were not able to expel the demons from the child because of the lack of belief among the people, and because of their lack of prayerfulness. It is surprising, then, that the disciples will fail to understand the meaning of Jesus’ second prediction of his death and resurrection.

Here we notice some concerns that most Christian communities face, Ambition among themselves; envy and intolerance of others, and scandalizing others. How ambition were Jesus disciples. They argued about who is the most important among them instead of trying to understand the meaning of their leader’s passion prediction (9:32). The response of Jesus is direct and simple: to be “important” among Jesus followers means to be a humble servant, not a proud “first.’ 

Jesus presents himself and the child as models of openness to others: “Whoever receives one child such as this in my name receives me.” What a contrast this to the disciples’ interests. How different from their try to exclude a “non-member from doing ministry in the name of Jesus. Jesus challenged the disciples to be tolerant and open to others of goodwill: working in Jesus’ name brings its reward to anyone who “is not against us!” Harming others or failing to care for them is a sin, even if they are unimportant people in the world’s eyes. Though thoughtless, selfish people can gain a measure of worldly greatness, but enduring greatness is measured by God Almighty’s standards; not by personal achievements, but unselfish service.

The caution against harming little ones in the faith applies both to what we do individually as teachers and examples and to what we allow in our Christian fellowship. Our thoughts and actions must be motivated by love (1 Corinthians 13) and we must be careful to judge ourselves before judging others. At the same time, we must exercise our responsibility to confront flagrant sin within the Congregation, and wherever they may be found.

44. The third concern, the danger of causing scandal to others, is met by Jesus’ harsh, traditional imagery of the unquenchable fires of Hell. In other to avoid those fires, Jesus’ followers must be extremely cautious of giving a bad example to anyone. Indeed, it would be better to cut off an arm or leg and enter heaven maimed than to give scandal to others and be thrown into hell. The worms are represented both internal and external unstoppable pain. Nothing could be worse.

Painful self-discipline is required of Jesus’ true followers. Giving up a relationship, job, or habit that is against God Almighty’s will, may seem just as painful as cutting off a hand. Out high goal, however, is worth any sacrifice; Jesus Christ is worth any possible loss. Nothing should stand in the way of faith in God Almighty. We must be ruthless in removing sin from our lives now to avoid suffering for eternity. We must make our choices from an eternal perspective.

Observe with what an emphasis of terror are those words of Jesus are repeated how many times here, in verses 43-48 “Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched!”  The words are quoted from Isaiah 66:24: The reflections and reproaches of the sinner’s conscience are the worm that dieth not; which will cleave to the damned soul as the worms do to the dead body, and prey upon it, and never leave it till it is quite devoured. Then the body grows back again and is devoured again and again forever and forever. Son, remember, what will set this worm gnawing; and how terrible it will bite (Proverbs 5:12, 23; John 3:18). 

Proverbs 5:12, 23 speaks of how those that give themselves to work uncleanness with greediness waste their strength, throw themselves into weakness, and often have their bodies filled with loathsome distempers, by which the number of their months is cut off in the midst and they fall unpitied sacrifices to a cruel lust.  Sooner or later it will bring sorrow, either when the soul is humbled and brought to repentance or when the flesh and body are consumed, either by sickness, when conscience flies in the sinner’s face, or by the grave; when the body is rotting there, and the soul is racking in the torments of hell, where the worm dies not, and "Son, remember,’’ is the constant plea.

 The damned sinner cannot but own that those who had the charge of him, parents, ministers, had done their part; they had been his teachers; they had instructed him, had given him good counsel and fair warning; but to his or her shame and confusion does this person speak it, and therein justifies God Almighty in all the miseries that were brought upon him or her. This person had not obeyed their voice, for indeed this person never inclined his or her ear to those that instructed him or her, never minded what they said nor admitted the impressions of it in the Word of God Almighty. Those who have had a good education and do not live up to it will have a great deal to answer for another day; and those who will not now remember what they were taught, to conform themselves to it, will be made to remember it as an aggravation of their sin, and consequently of their ruin. 

“How have I hated instruction in the Word of God Almighty!”  This is the soul that is food to this worm, that does not die, and the worm is bred in it, and one with it, and therefore neither does it die. Damned sinners will be to eternity accusing, condemning, and upbraiding, themselves with their follies, which, how much soever they are now in love with them, will at the last bite like a serpent, and sting like an adder. The wrath of God Almighty fastening upon a guilty and polluted conscience is the fire that is not quenched; for it is the wrath of the living God Almighty, directed against Satan and his followers by the eternal God The Almighty Father, into whose hands it is a fearful thing to fall. 

Since there are no operations of the Spirit of grace upon the souls of the damned sinners, and therefore there is nothing to alter the nature of the fuel, which must remain forever combustible; nor is there any application of the merit of Jesus Christ to them, and therefore there is nothing to appease or quench the violence of the fire. The damned will be roasting in the fire where the worm dies not, and the fire quenched not.

Jesus used salt to illustrate three qualities that should be found in His people: We should remember God Almighty’s faithfulness, just as salt, when used with a sacrifice, recalled God Almighty’s covenant with his people (Leviticus 2:13); We should make a difference in the “flavor” of the world we live in, just as salt changes meat’s flavor (Matthew 5:13); we should counteract the moral decay. When we lose this desire to “salt” the earth with the love and message of God Almighty, we become useless to Him.
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