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The Signs of Perilous Times Are In the Now

2 Timothy Chapter 3
In this chapter Apostle Paul began by saying, “My brethren you should also know that in the last days perilous times shall come.” The last days is characterized by sinfulness as people shall be: lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, “Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, Traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts, Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth." (2nd Timothy 3:1-7). 
In other words, we are living in the last days in which Jesus is expected to return for his saints. A closer examining of the definitions of what people’s behavior will be from the list given here by Paul, we learned that they will change for the worse in the last days. Therefore, if you are troubled by the evil and wickedness that is in our society today, you aren’t seen nothing yet.
Couple of years back in many parts of the world, it was not especially difficult to be a Christian, people weren’t jailed for reading the Bible or executed for preaching Jesus Christ. In the last days perilous times will come, not that the Church will be free from these things until the last days. In the last days there will be a heightening of wickedness such as we are presently beginning to see. It should not be cause for undue alarm, for it is a necessary precursor of the Second Advent of Jesus Christ, which all believers desire above all else. In other words, Jesus will not return until these things have taken place. 
Paul’s reference to the “Last Days” reveals his sense of urgency. We had touched upon this earlier that the last days began after Jesus’ resurrection, when the Holy Spirit came upon the believers at Pentecost. The last days have prophecies that are built in them, and they will continue until Jesus’ Second Coming. But that is changing to what Paul described in the list of what would be the behavior of society in the last days; even, unfortunately, many who call themselves Christians. In the last days many who call themselves Christians shall take advantage of the comfortableness in superficial Christianity that should cause many true Christian to be uncomfortable. My friend, check your life against the list of the signs Paul gave in this passage. A true Christian ought not to give in to society’s pressures. You must stand up against the evil ways by living as God Almighty would have his people live and walk.

5-7. “Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof.” The form of appearance of godliness includes going to Church, knowing Christian doctrine, using Christian clichés, following and or joining a community’s Christian traditions. Such practices can make a person look good, but if the inner attitudes of belief, love and worship are lacking, the outer appearance is meaningless. Paul warns us not to allow ourselves to be deceived by people who only appear to be Christian. It may be difficult to distinguish them from true Christians at first; but their lives or fruits will give them away. The characteristics described in verse 2-4 are unmistakable.
In verses 6 and 7, Paul appeared to be referring to what was happening to the Ephesians women in the Church. Because of their cultural background, they had no formal training as Christians. They enjoyed their new freedom to study Christian truths, but their eagerness to learn made them a target for false teachers or antichrists. Paul here warned Timothy and all true ministers of the Gospel of Jesus to watch out for people who would take advantage of their membership to mislead them. The mature true Christian ought to help and assist new believers to grow in their knowledge of the Word, because ignorance can make them vulnerable to deception.

“Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.” It is possible to be a perpetual student, or a church goer and never graduate or know what it means to be a true Christian. Studying and learning is not being decried here, but it is a warning about learning for learning sake. The Bible is not a novel, it is a book written by God Almighty for his children and for those who like to be his children (John 1:12). God Almighty’s children are those who have received Jesus Christ, and have been endowed with the Holy Spirit the Spirit of truth to teach them.
8-15. Judaean tradition has it that Jannes and Jambres were Egyptians magicians who opposed Moses before Pharaoh (Exodus 7:11, 12; 8:18, 19; 9:11).  Moses exposed them just as God Almighty would overthrow the false teachers who were plaguing the Church of Jesus Christ, and in our time. “As make your bed so you shall lie on it.” Sin has consequences, and no one will get away with it forever. My friend, live each day as if your actions will one day be known to everyone. Now is the time to change anything you would not want revealed later. Call to Jesus today and tell him to forgive you.
Paul’s description of his sufferings and difficulties was not to deter believers from the service of Jesus Christ. But Paul intended to help believers fully understand that believers will be subjected to afflictions and that God Almighty will sustain and deliver us from them all. We are therefore, to take courage and pursue our calling with greater determination than ever before. Under persecutions true believers grow stronger. 
In Lystra Timothy’s home town, Paul was stoned and left for dead (Acts 14:9), and this was only one incident among many. We find again that in 2 Corinthians 11:23-33, he summarizes his lifetime of suffering for the sake of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Paul is not trying to exalt himself here, instead he is  trying to contrast his experience with that of the pleasure seeking false teachers in Paul’s time, and are everywhere in our time.

The minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ is charged here to be firm in the knowledge of the doctrine of Jesus Christ, to stay put and not move an inch away from them.  A true minister of the Gospel should not expect false teachers and evil people to reform and change on their own. Left alone, they will become worse and worse, especially in the later days. 
The true Church today is besieged by false teachers and the evitable pressures of the growing Mega churches and their false doctrine, which could easily cause a true minister to abandon his or her faith or modify his or her doctrine for money to come into the Church. For this reason, and in other not to miss the mark, Paul counsels the minister and the believer to look back to when he or she truly accepted Jesus Christ, and to hold to the basic teachings about Jesus Christ that are eternally true.

Although we are surrounded by false teachers and antichrists, but we must not allow our society to distort or crowd out God Almighty’s eternal truth. A true Christian ought to spend some time every day reflecting on the foundation of his or her faith found in God Almighty’s Word, the great truth on which you build your life. Always praying for the devoted men and women who taught the truth of the Word to you, that the LORD may inspired them more and more with his truth.
16-17. If you ask, “Who wrote the Bible.” Once and for all, take it or leave it, “The Bible is God Almighty’s breath, or inspired by God Almighty.”  God the Holy Spirit used men to write Scripture (2 Peter 1:20-21). From the earliest days the Church has believed and taught that the Bible is free from all error in the whole and in the part. It is inerrant precisely because it was inspired by the Holy Spirit, even as Jesus was sinless because he was conceived by the same Spirit. The Prophets, the apostles and Jesus all taught that the Bible is the Word of God Almighty and can be trusted at all points. Inspiration is plenary and verbal, that is, the entire Bible is inspired and inspiration extends to the very words of Scripture. 
In the lasts days in which we now live, some have said that the Bible was dictated, most hold that the writers were free to use their own style and manner, but were superintended by the Spirit, who kept them from error. Both views hold that inerrancy pertains to the original manuscripts, agreeing that ancient copyists made a few minor transmissional mistakes. Some believe that inerrancy is limited to matters of faith and practice and does not extend to historical and scientific phenomena. They think such errors in minor matters do not impair the essential message of the Bible, nor do they destroy Christian faith. Experience teaches, however, that limited inerrancy generally leads to unlimited errancy.
The Bible is not a collection of stories, fables, myths, or merely human ideas about God. It is not a human book. Through the Holy Spirit, God Almighty revealed his person and plan to certain believers, who wrote down God Almighty’s message for his people. The process is known as “inspiration.” Therefore, the Bible is our standard for testing everything else that claims to be true. It is our safeguard against false teaching and our source of guidance for how we should live. It is our only source of knowledge about how we can be saved. God Almighty wants to show you what is true and equip you to live for him. To become confident in live and in your faith, a true Christian must read the Bible regularly to discover God Almighty’s truth. 

As you read the Bible bear in mind of its purpose, which is to equip you to do righteously. You should not read the Bible for the purposes of simply to increase your knowledge or to prepare you to win arguments. Instead, you should study the Bible so that you will know how to do Jesus Christ’s work in the world. Remember that your knowledge of the Word is not useful unless it strengthens your faith and leads you to do righteous deeds of faith in Jesus Christ.
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