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The Exceeding Greatness of Jesus Power

Ephesians 1 [16-20]

In this chapter, we have one of the great texts regarding which faith has to be exercised, that is, words that will make our faith large and strong and bold.  Paul is writing to people who had been sealed with the Holy Spirit. And yet he felt the need of unceasing prayer for the enlightening of the Spirit that they might know in truth what the mighty power of God Almighty was working in them. It was nothing less than the very same power, the working of the strength of His might, by which He raised Jesus Christ from the dead.
Jesus Christ died on the cross under the weight of the sin of the world and its curse. When He descended into the grave it was under the weight of all that sin, and the power of that death which had mastered Him. What a mighty working of the power of God Almighty, to raise the Man Jesus out of the grave to the power and the glory of His throne. 
And now it is that very same power, in the exceeding greatness of it toward us who believe that, by the teaching of the Holy Spirit, we are to know as working in us every day of our life. The Lord Who said to Abraham, “I am God Almighty, nothing is too hard for Me,” comes to us with the message that what He did, not only in Abraham but in Jesus Christ, is the pledge of what He is doing every moment in our hearts and will do effectually if we learn to trust Him. The keywords are to learn to trust Him, for without him you can do nothing, meaning that apart from Him our efforts are unfruitful (John 15:5 6).
In other words, unfruitful life will be your portion if you chose to live your life apart from Jesus. Because in the physical world your life will seem to be working, but dead in the spiritual world, and very soon everything will come to a halt as soon as Satan gets hold of your soul. Satan always wants you to grow so much apart from Jesus and making you believe you don’t need Jesus, that you can make it on your own so he can get his hands on your life and eat you and drink your blood as he has done to many millions who are now in hell with him wishing they didn’t believe his lies during their lifetime (Mark 9:44). 
But thank God Almighty that by His foreknowledge believers in Jesus Christ are predestinated as His children. It is by that Almighty power that the risen and exalted Jesus Christ can be revealed in our hearts, as our life and our strength. How little believers believe this! My friends, let us cry out to God Almighty, let us trust God Almighty for His Holy Spirit to enable us to claim nothing less every day than the exceeding greatness of this resurrection power working in us.
If you ask, “What does it mean to be predestinated?” It means marked out beforehand. This is another way of saying salvation is God Almighty’s work and not our own doing. God Almighty has adopted us as His children. Through Jesus Christ's sacrifice, He has brought us into His family and made us heirs along with Jesus (John 1:12; Romans 8:17). 

Now understand that having been chosen does not mean saved always saved. It only means you are privileged to join the family of God Almighty, and you can accept it and remain in the family and spend eternity in the Kingdom of God Almighty, or you can reject it and spend eternity in hell with Satan. The choice will always be yours; for only those that shall endure till the end, shall be saved (Matthew 24:13).
Again, let us very especially pray for all believers around us born from above (John 3:6-7), and throughout the Church that they may have their eyes opened to the wonderful vision of God Almighty’s resurrection power working in them.  And let true and faithful ministers, like Paul, make this a matter of continual intercession for those among whom they labor. What a difference it would make in their ministry, the unceasing prayer for the Spirit to reveal the power that dwells and works in them.
If you are faithfully in Jesus today, we would like you to know that God Almighty’s saving plan began before creation itself, when God Almighty chose us “in Jesus Christ” to be holy and without blemish in love before him. Therefore, what 1 Thessalonians 3:13 envisioned as preparation for judgment at Jesus Christ’s coming and what Colossians 1:22; 2:12 saw as happening already in baptism by dying with Jesus Christ is here seen in the mind of God Almighty before the world began. Already then, we were destined to be God Almighty’s children through Jesus Christ in accord with God Almighty’s will, so that the gloriousness of God Almighty, manifested by this gift of our adoption through God Almighty’s beloved Son Jesus Christ (Colossians3:13), might be praised. This tremendously generous gift from God Almighty is defined as “redemption”, that is, a release through the blood of Jesus Christ and the forgiveness of trespasses.

If you ask, “A release from what? It is by the blood of Jesus Christ that we are released from the enclave of Satan also known as Mr. Sin. Lucifer claims that his gospel is the spreading of sin, by reversing the norm and standards established by God Almighty. So to speak of Jesus Christ’s blood is an important way of speaking of Jesus Christ’s death. His death points to two wonderful truths, redemption, and forgiveness. Redemption was the price paid to gain freedom for a slave (Leviticus 25:47-54). Through his death, Jesus paid the price to release us from slavery to Satan’s sin message. Forgiveness was granted in Old Testament times based on the shedding of animals’ blood (Leviticus 17:11). 
Now we are forgiven based on the shedding of Jesus’ blood because he died and was the perfect and final sacrifice (Romans 5:9-11; Ephesians 2:13; Colossians 1:20-23; Hebrews 9:22-28; 1 Peter 1:19-25). Grace is God Almighty’s voluntary and loving favor given to those He saves. We cannot earn it, nor do we deserve it. No religious or moral effort can gain it, it comes only from God Almighty’s mercy and love. Without God Almighty’s grace, no person can be saved.
God Almighty, the source of all wisdom and understanding, has taken the initiative in making the mystery of the divine will to be known to us. Wisdom, understanding, and knowledge are seen in proper perspective only when seen in the light of God Almighty’s role (Proverbs 1:7; 8:13). God Almighty wanted the divine plan, this mystery, to be carried out in Jesus Christ at that grand climax of history when all things whether in heaven or on earth and under the earth and such as are under the sea are united under the headship of Jesus Christ. 
It is in Jesus Christ that we were called to be partakers in God Almighty’s plan so that in Jesus Christ we might be the first to hope unto the praise of God Almighty’s gloriousness. There is no way to take credit for our salvation or to find room for pride. The mystery of salvation originated in the timeless mind of God Almighty long before we existed. It is hard to understand how God Almighty could accept us, but because of Jesus Christ, we are holy and blameless in His sight. God Almighty chose us, and when we belong to Him through Jesus Christ, He looks at us as if we had never sinned.
The great privilege that separated Israel from other nations was this: they had God Almighty dwelling in their midst, His Home in the Holiest of all, in the tabernacle and the temple. The New Testament in the dispensation of the indwelling God Almighty in the heart of His people. As Jesus Christ said in John 14:21, 23: “If a man keeps my words, he it is that loveth me; and My Father will love him, and I will love him, and we will come to him, and make our abode with him” This is what Apostle Paul calls “The riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Jesus Christ in you, the hope of glory.” Or as he says of himself, “Jesus Christ liveth in me.”
The Gospel, the dispensation of the indwelling Jesus Christ. How few Christians there are who believe or experience it! My brethren, let us listen to Paul’s teaching as to the way into the experience of this crowning blessing of the Christian life. “I bow my knees to the Father that He would grant you.” The blessing must come from the Father to the supplicant on the bended knee, for himself or for those for whom he labors. 
It is to be found in much prayer. “That He would grant you according to the riches of His glory,” something very special and Divine, “to be strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner man,” to separate from sin and the world, to yield to Jesus Christ as Lord and Master, and to live that life of love to Jesus Christ and keeping His commandments to which the promise has been given: “The Father and I will come to him, and make our abode with him.”  “That Jesus Christ may dwell in your heart by faith.” 
It is in the very nature of Jesus Christ in His Divine omnipresence and love, to long for the heart to dwell. As faith sees this and bows the knee, and pleads with God Almighty for this great blessing, it receives the grace to believe that the prayer is answered; and in that faith accepts the wonderful gift, so long thirsted for Jesus Christ dwelling in the heart by faith. “That ye being rooted and grounded in love may be filled with all the fullness of God Almighty,” as far as man can experience it.
The Holy Spirit is God Almighty’s seal that we belong to Him and his guarantee to us that he will do what he has promised. The Holy Spirit is like a down payment, deposit, a validating signature on the contract. The presence of the Holy Spirit in us as believers demonstrate the genuineness of our faith in Jesus Christ, proves that we are God Almighty’s children, and secures eternal life for us (John 10:10; 1 John 5:13). His power works in us to transform us now, and what we experience now is a taste of the total change we will experience in eternity.

My dear children of God Almighty, feed on the words the Holy Spirit has given here. Meditate, with a strong desire and childlike faith, on what the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit have undertaken to work in you. Hold fast the confident assurance that God Almighty will do abundantly above what we can ask or think. Our prayer for you if you are reading this message today, is that you would know Jesus Christ better. Jesus is our model, and the more you know Him, the more you will be like Him. My friends, take the time to study Jesus’ life in the Bible to see what He was like on earth 2,000 years ago and get to know him in prayer now. Personal knowledge of Jesus Christ is life-changing.
Having been raised from the dead, Jesus Christ is now the head of the Church, the ultimate authority over the world. Jesus Christ is the Messiah, God Almighty’s Anointed One, the One Israel longed for, the One who would set their broken world right. As Christians, we can be confident that God Almighty has won the final victory and is in control of everything. We need not fear any dictator or nation or even death or Satan himself, because God Almighty’s incomparable power is available to help us. The contract has been signed and sealed; we are waiting just a short while for our transport to our Father’s Kingdom. For that nothing can separate us from God Almighty and his love (Romans 8:37-39). The letter to the Ephesians in our study was not written to an individual but to the Church of Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is the head and we are the body of the Church. Jesus Christ speaks to you:” According to your faith be it unto you.” Amen.
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