Sabbath Day Sermon of August 19, 2017
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

What Does It Mean to Be Related to Jesus?
Matthew Chapter 10:32-33 
For those who like to call themselves Christians, but are yet to fully commit themselves to Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior, ought to know that the entire Gospel comes to focus in John 3 verse 16, where God Almighty made it clear to all that His love is not static or self-centered; it reaches out and draws to Himself all that He created in His image. Here God Almighty sets the pattern of true love, the basis for all love relationships, that is, when you love someone dearly, you are willing to give freely to the point of self-sacrifice. God Almighty paid dearly with the life of his Son, the highest price he could pay. Jesus accepted our punishment, paid the price for our sins. When we share the Gospel Message with others, our love must be like Jesus’, willingly giving up our own comfort and security so that others might join us in receiving God’s love.

In John 3:16 we read “For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. In other words, our God is a God motivated by love so great that he has gifted the world with his own Son Jesus, not to condemn but to save. The word World in the verse means the whole creation, and in particular its human inhabitants are the object of God’s saving love. Though Jesus has come to save and not to condemn, human actions play their own part in determining salvation and condemnation. Salvation is belief in Jesus Christ accompanied by deeds done in God Almighty. Condemnation is a from-within process, consisting in non-belief or non commitment in the light that is Jesus, accompanied by the evil works done in the darkness. 
Some people may have difficulty understanding the concept or the idea of eternal life because their lives are miserable. But eternal life is not an extension of your miserable, mortal life here on earth; eternal life is God’s life embodied in Jesus Christ, given to all believers now as a guarantee that they will live forever. In eternal life there is no death, sickness, enemy, evil or sin. When we do not know Jesus, we make choices as though this life were all we had. In reality, this life is just the introduction to eternity. The only way to receive this new life is by faith in Jesus Christ, and then will you begin to evaluate all that happens from an eternal perspective.
Again, to those who are still new to this relationship with Jesus, to believe is more than intellectual agreement that Jesus is God. It means to put your trust and confidence in him that he alone can save you. It is to put Jesus Christ in charge of your present plans and eternal destiny. Believing is both trusting his words which he has commanded that you learn them first, and to rely on him for the power to change your life for the better. My friends, if you have never trusted Jesus, please stop flip-flopping and let this promise of everlasting life be yours.

18-28. Most people often try to protect themselves from their fears by putting their trust in something they do or have; the good works, their skill or intelligence, their money, career success or possessions. But only God Almighty can save you from the one thing you really need to fear, that is, eternal condemnation also known as the Lake of Fire. We believe in God Almighty by recognizing the insufficiency of our own efforts to find salvation and by asking Him to do his work in us. So when Jesus talks about unbelievers, he means those who reject or ignore him completely, not necessarily those who have momentary doubts, but are seriously searching for His truth. 
Among these are many people who do not want their lives exposed to God’s light because they are afraid of what it will reveal. They do not want to be changed. So do not be surprised as a true Christian when these same people are threatened by your desire to obey God Almighty and do what is right, because they are afraid that the light in you may expose some of the darkness in their lives. In a situation such as this, the true Christian should not be discouraged, but should continue to pray that they will come to see how much better it is to live in the light of God Almighty than in darkness. 

To believe in Jesus is to accept the Father and the Father’s love, to have and live eternal life. Therefore, whoever believes in the Son has eternal life. The wrath of God is the loss of life, the death and darkness that are willful unbelief in Jesus Christ. If you are reading this message, we want you know that your whole spiritual life depends on your answer to one question, “Who is Jesus Christ?” If you accept Jesus as only a prophet or a teacher, you have to reject his teaching, for he claimed to be God’s Son, even God himself. If you believe in God but reject Jesus, you believe in nothing not God Almighty and not Jesus. To believe in God demands that you believe in Jesus who is the head of the house of God’s children (John 3:12-15; 14:1-11; Genesis 1:1).

As far as the apostasy from God Almighty goes, so far the enmity against the saints goes; sometimes it appears more general than at other times, but there is something of this poison lurking in the hearts of all the children of disobedience.  The world hates you, for it wonders after the beast, the antichrist and false prophet of the end time (Revelation 13:3). Every man is a liar, and therefore a hater of truth who confesses that Jesus is not come in the flesh; this is the spirit of antichrist.  
In verses 34-39, Jesus was not encouraging disobedience to parents or conflict at home. Rather, he was showing that his presence demands a decision. Because some will follow Jesus and some would not, and conflict will inevitably arise. As we take up our cross and follow him, our different values, morals, goals, and purposes will set us apart from others, even from our friends and relatives. Although as a true Christians you are not to neglect your family, but you must remember at all times that your commitment to God Almighty is even more important than they are. God should always be your first priority. 

If you ask, “Why does the presence of Jesus bring conflict? There should not have been a conflict if the natural guardians of the children God placed under their care had bothered to raise the children in the Lord’s way, that is, in the fear of the LORD (Psalm 127:3). Therefore, the conflict exits in families because of the failure of the guardians assigned to raise the families for God Almighty. A different conflict arises as a result of God Almighty stepping in into the family to save what is left in the fifth generation, separating the sheep from the goat (Exodus 20:5, 6). 
Christians are called by God Almighty to a higher mission than to find comfort and tranquility in this life. Love of family is a law of God, but even this love can be self-serving and used as an excuse to not serve God or do his work. To take up your cross and follow Jesus means to be willing to publicly identify with him in every way, to face also certain opposition, and to be willing to face even suffering and death for his sake. My friends, where are you on this matter? (Matthew 10:38-39).
In general, a person’s foes shall be they of his or her own household. They who should be your friends will be incensed against you for picking up your cross, and especially for adhering to it when it comes to be persecuted, and will join with your persecutors against you. The strongest bonds of relative love and duty have often been broken through, by an enmity against Jesus Christ and his doctrine. Such has been the power of prejudice against the true faith in God Almighty and His Son Jesus Christ. 
29-31. For those who always wanted to know what the future holds for them, Jesus says that God Almighty is aware of everything that happens even to sparrows, and you are so valuable that God sent his only Son to die for you. Because God Almighty places such value on you, you need never fear persecution threats or difficult trials. These can not shake God’s love or dislodge his Spirit from within you. But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. This is a proverbial expression, denoting the account which God takes and keeps of all the concernments of his people, even of those that are most minute, and least regarded. Since worrying does not solve anything, you ought to recognize that if your heart is set on serving God Almighty alone, these matters will take care of themselves. God Almighty whom you address in prayer as Father knows all that you need. 
This is not to be made a matter of curious enquiry, but of encouragement to all true Christians to live in a continual dependence upon God’s providential care, which extends itself to all occurrences, yet without disparagement to the infinite glory, or disturbance to the infinite rest, of the Eternal Mind. If God numbers their hairs, much more does he number their heads, and take care of their lives, their comforts, their souls. It intimates that God takes more care of his people, than they do of themselves. Those who are anxious to number their money, and goods, and cattle, yet were never careful to number their hairs, which fall and are lost, and they never miss them: but God numbers the hairs of his people, and not a hair of their head shall perish (Luke 21:18).
If ask, “Why is God not taking away all by troubles?” My friends, the real test of value is how well something holds up under the water, fear, and abuse of everyday life. Those who stand up for Jesus Christ just like the Hymn says in spite of their troubles truly have lasting value and will receive great rewards (Matthew 5:11, 12); not the least hurt shall be done to them, but upon a valuable consideration. So precious to God are his saints, and their lives and deaths!  That he will shortly, in the day of triumph, own those who now own him, in the day of trial, when those who deny him shall be for ever disowned and rejected by him (Revelations 20: 14, 15).
Jesus says, “Whosoever therefore shall confess me before people, him or her will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before people, him or her will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven.” There are people who think they are Christians, but when faced with any one of these questions “Are you a Christian?” meaning do you believe in Jesus?” “Have you accepted Jesus as your Lord and Savior”? “Have you been born again”? They will respond with “I believe in God.” This answer given here is not the right response to the question of whether one believes in Jesus. Whatever answer you choose to give to the question, you should know that God has made it clear to all in his Word that not only can you not come to him on your own, but that he will not hear your case without Jesus Christ advocating for you, because Jesus is the one who paid the price of your sins.

39-42. Clinging to this life may cause you to forfeit the best from Jesus Christ in this world and in the next. The more we love this life’s rewards or leisure, power, popularity, financial security, the more we discover how empty they really are. The best way to enjoy life is to loosen your greedy grasp on earthly rewards so that you can be free to follow Jesus Christ. In doing so, you will inherit eternal life and begin at once to experience the benefits of following Jesus Christ.
How much we love God Almighty can be measured by how well we treat others. Jesus’ example of giving a cup of water to a thirsty child is a good model of unselfish service. A child usually cannot or would not return a favor. But God Almighty notices every good deed we do or do not do as if he were the one receiving it. My friends think of something unselfish you can do for someone today. Although no one else may see you, but God Almighty will notice and will reward you for it.
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