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False Knowledge and False Teachers
2 Peter Chapter 2

 
In Mathew chapter 24:4-5, 11, 23-27 Jesus warned all true believers about false prophets and teachers of the end times. We are assured that false teachers will arise by infiltrating the body of Jesus Christ also known as His Congregation or Church. They will teach damnable heresies and will do so under the cloak of so-called truth, which are evil.

Jesus had told the disciples that false teachers would come, Peter had heard these words being present at the time, and now he was seeing them come true. Just as false prophets had contradicted the true prophets in Old Testament times, telling people only what they wanted to hear, so false teachers twisted and in our time twist, Jesus Christ’s truth developed in his teachings and the words of his apostles.

         These false teachers belittle the significance of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. Some claim he couldn’t be God Almighty, while others say he won’t be coming back. Yet others say he couldn’t have been a real man, and they allow and even encourage all kinds of wrong and immoral acts. The true Christian must be careful to avoid false teachers today. Any book, tape series, or TV message must be evaluated by God Almighty’s Word. Beware of special meanings or interpretations that belittle Jesus Christ or his work.

         If you ask, “What are the traits of false teachers?” They will be privy; they will deny the LORD who bought them, as do those who deny the deity of Jesus Christ. Many will follow false teachers, who will exploit them for their ends. But swift destruction is promised to false teachers and, obviously, to those who embrace them and their erroneous doctrines.

The real occasion of the chapter is the presence of heretics and scoffers in the Church. There mindset, that is, the fact that these rejected the prophecies of the coming of Jesus Christ as human concoction as Peter had explained in chapter 1:16, and they will further scoff at the second coming of Jesus Christ. These will come in for criticism as false teachers, and they are now here in the churches. These are false as the false prophets of the Old Testament, who were called false precisely because they preached peace,  security, and prosperity when God Almighty’s prophets preached judgment and imminent destruction (Jeremiah 4:10; 5:12; 6:14; 14:13-14).

Teachers are normally paid by the people they teach, but these false teachers will be attempting to make money by distorting the truth and saying what people would like to hear. They will be more interested in making money than in teaching the truth. Peter and Paul, both condemned greedy, lying teachers (1 Timothy 6:5). 

We are presented with an important clue here, for by comparing the false preachers of his day with the false prophets of the Old Testament, Peter alerts us to their opposition to God Almighty’s judgmental action on the world, especially as this is the Church’s believed prophecies about the coming of Jesus Christ. Peter tells us that they deny the Master, this means that they are practical atheists, they do not deny that there is a God Almighty, but they deny that He notices or cares about us: they say, “God Almighty does not judge us, for he has forsaken the earth, therefore, no one can go to hell.” The Psalms often tell us about sinners who say “There is no God” (Psalm 10:11, 13, 14; 73:11) and because they fear not judgment, they live sinful lives. 

So the opponents of true Christians are false teachers and numerous pretenders in the Church who deny the LORD’s judgment. But like the false prophets in the Old Testament, they will meet destruction, for God Almighty’s judgment does not sleep.  To prove that God Almighty acts with judgment on the world, Peter cites three examples of God Almighty’s judgments. 

4-10. In our day we have and still have prominent false preachers and some are dead including Billy Graham. There are still living false teachers in our day such as Pope Francis, Rick Warren, Joel Osteen, and Robert Schuller, etc. If God Almighty punished sinning angels, the world in Noah’s day, and the people of Sodom and Gomorrah, who then can escape the wrath of God Almighty for his or her sins. Some like Billy Graham and Robert Schuler, Rick Warren and many others would have us believe that God Almighty will save all people because he is so loving. But we are foolish if we think he will cancel the last judgment.  

These three examples should warn all skeptics and scoffers clearly that God Almighty judge’s sin and that unrepentant sinners cannot escape as prescribed in Revelation 20: 7-15. Peter encourages true believers in Jesus Christ by assuring us that even as God Almighty rescued Noah and Lot, so he will sustain and rescue faithful believers in Jesus Christ, who live amid a sinful world. 

Here Peter warns of the immoral consequences of the wrong doctrine. He points out other disturbing aspects of the scoffers, again showing how bad doctrine leads to bad morality. He warns that God Almighty especially judges those who are at home in a corrupt world, who live lustful lives and who show contempt for lordship, especially God Almighty’s.

The false teachers take scoff at the spiritual realities they did not understand, taking Satan’s power lightly and thinking they can judge evil. Many in our world today mock the supernatural. They deny the reality of the spiritual world and claim that only what can be seen and felt is real. Like the false teachers of Peter’s day and ours, they are fools who will be proven wrong in the end. My friends, whatever you do, don’t take Satan and his supernatural powers of evil lightly or feel arrogant about how defeated he will be if you are not a child of God Almighty (John 1:12). No doubt he will be destroyed completely; he is at work now trying to render you and other Christians complacent and ineffective.

11-14. The good angels who stand before the presence of God Almighty have a zeal for His honor and do not hesitate to accuse wicked people and angels before God Almighty. They bring their charges to God Almighty, not to other created beings, and so should we. Angels do not bring their complaints with reviling and rage, and neither should we. God Almighty as Judge, will judge all wickedness and pronounce true and final judgment upon all who disobey him. But the scoffers even deny that God Almighty’s angels participate in the judgment of the world. Their rejection of judgment is total that, neither God Almighty, nor Jesus, nor even the angels exercise judgment.

Such are heretics who like brute animals, born for capture and destruction; what they do not understand they scoff at. But these denials bring destruction; and they will receive an appropriate reward for their wickedness, as they that count it a pleasure to riot in the day time. Peter sees the heresy of the scoffers as leading to sexual depravity, and greed.

“These spots themselves as they feast with you,” meaning the false teachers pretend to be rejoicing with you, especially during the LORD’s feasts, although they are sinning openly, and think no one can see them or knows their mindset. They take part in these meals with everyone else in the Congregation. In their greatest hypocritical acts, they will attend a sacred feast designed to promote love and unity among true believers in Jesus Christ, while at the same time they gossiped and slandered those who disagreed with their unbiblical and depraved opinions. 

Apostle Paul told the Corinthians, “Whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord unworthy, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the LORD (1 Corinthians 11:27). If you are such in the midst of God Almighty’s children, you are guilty of more than false teaching and evil pleasure, you are guilty of leading others away from God Almighty’s Son Jesus Christ. In short, you are an enemy of the Kingdom of God Almighty, and your activities are not hidden as you may want to believe. Judgment will come when your cup is full unless you repent.
The Apostle warns of the false teachers that their eyes are full of adultery, their wanton looks show their own impure lusts and are designed and directed to kindle the like in others; and this is what they cannot cease from-the heart is insatiate in lusting and the eye incessant in looking after what may gratify their unclean desires. Those who are themselves impudent and incessant in sin are very diligent and often successful in deceiving others and drawing others into the same excess of riot. But here observe who those are who are in the greatest danger of being led away into error and impiety, even the unstable. Those whose hearts are not established with grace are easily turned into the way of sin, or else such sensual wretches would not be able to prevail upon them, for these are not only riotous and lascivious, but covetous also, and these practices their hearts are exercised with; they pant after riches, and the desire of their souls is to the wealth of this world. It is a considerable part of the false teacher’s work to contrive to get wealth; in this their hearts are exercised, and then they execute their projects; and, if people abandon themselves to all sorts of lusts, we cannot wonder that the apostle should call them cursed children, for they are liable to the curse of God Almighty denounced against such ungodly and unrighteous men, and they bring a curse upon all who hearken and adhere to them.
15-18. These have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray following the way of Balaam the son of Bosor. Balaamism is the way of compromise. Balaam used his God-given prophetic gift for personal advancement. He professed to be serving God Almighty, but he was advancing his self-interest. He did what God Almighty told him for a while, but eventually, his evil motives and desire for money won out (Number 22-24). Like the false preachers of our day who use the Word of God Almighty for personal advancement, a sin God Almighty does not take lightly. These kinds of people will experience divine condemnation sooner or later (Numbers 22:5; Jude 11; Revelation 2:14).

19-22. Peter charges false teachers of being empty and directionless like waterless springs and mists whipped by the wind. Worse than that, they corrupt new and young Christians, leading them right back to the immorality from which they fled at conversion to Jesus. As in verse 10, the charge of sexual immorality is probably a stock accusation against heretics, showing the ultimate depravity to which false teaching inevitably leads. Peter accuses the false teachers of denying the Lord, denying divine judgment as well as the moral laws.  The false teachers’ promise of freedom from judgment to their followers as in “Do as thou wilt” ironically leads to slavery, just as their denial of punishment leads to swift destruction.

Far from liberating their followers, the false teachers lead them to a worse state than their previous paganism, for now, they know the truth about God Almighty but spurn it for false doctrine. My friends, a person is a slave to whatever controls him or her. Many believe freedom means doing anything you want as in, “If you see what you want, you go get it,” and it doesn’t matter how many God Almighty’s commands you have to break to get what you want. 

But no one is ever completely free in that sense. If you refuse to follow God Almighty after he has granted you what you want, you will follow your sinful desires and become enslaved to what your body wants. Of course, what your body wants is the fleshy way, the way of Satan also known as Mr. Sin. However, if you will completely submit yourself to Jesus Christ today, he will free you from slavery to sin and from sickness and disease. Jesus frees us to serve him, resulting in our ultimate good and promise of eternal life with him.

The warning is clearly stated in this passage that a person who has learned about Jesus Christ and how to be saved or have been saved, but rejects the truth and returns to his or her old life of sin, he or she is worse off than before, because he or she has rejected the only way of escape out of sin, the only way of salvation. In other words, it is like a person sinking in quicksand who refuses to grab the rope thrown to him or her. This person who turns away from Jesus Christ casts aside his or her only means of escape (Luke 11:24-26).

In conclusion, we accuse the false teachers and those who take pleasure in their false doctrines of our time of such as (1) teaching of evil practices and charge them with traditional vices; (2) their doctrine is evil; (3) they are mercenaries; (4) they corrupt God Almighty’s Church; (5) they are not Christians, they are charlatans. Their doctrine is wrong in itself and its effects, for it leads to immorality and destruction (Hebrews 9:27, 28). To the Christian, Jesus Christ says, “Take heed that no one deceives you, for many shall come in my name, and shall deceive many” (Matthew 24: 4, 5, 11, 24-27).
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