Sabbath Day Sermon of August 16, 2014
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Never-Ending Story of God’s Love

Psalm Chapter 136

Reading through this chapter of the book of Psalm makes you understand why it has been said to be one of the most unusual Psalms in that there is the constant refrain, “for his mercy endureth for ever.” The repetition serves a useful purpose each time it appears. It calls forth a response to a particular blessing of God that marks the history of the people of God. The Psalm is excellently put together for a responsive reading in the congregation of the Lord. The reader speaks of the blessings God has bestowed upon his people, and then the congregation repeats the refrain.

The repetition made the important lesson sink in; “Mercy” is a translation of a Hebrew word that includes aspects of love, kindness, mercy, and faithfulness. We never have to worry that will run out of love, because his mercy flows from a well that will never run dry. For this and other numerous good reasons we must praise the Lord with all our strength and might for his mercy endureth for ever.

This is the more reason we ought to praise our God in music and in songs because he allowed it as part of his worship in the Old Testament. The commandment to use praise, music and songs in his worship has never been repealed (1 Chronicles 16:4-7). In the Old Testament the music must have been loud and joyous as evidenced by the list of instruments and the presence of choirs and song leaders. Music in praising was and is also important in New Testament worship and we read their use in these passages (Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16). If so it becomes sin when you do not praise, sing songs, rejoice and dance unto the Lord in his worship.
The duty we are here again and again called to is to give thanks, to offer the sacrifice of praise continually, not the fruits of our ground or cattle, but the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to his name, (Hebrews. 13:15). We are never so earnestly called upon to pray and repent as to give thanks; for it is the will of God that we should abound most in the most pleasant exercises of religion, in that which is the work of heaven. Now to whom must we give thanks to? To him that we receive all good from, to the Lord, Jehovah, Israel’s God, the God of gods, the God whom angels adore, from whom magistrates derive their power, and by whom all pretended deities are and shall be conquered, to the Lord of lords, the Sovereign of all sovereigns, the stay and supporter of all supports. In all our adorations we must have an eye to God’s Excellency as transcendent, and to his power and dominion as incontestably and uncontrollably supreme. What we must give thanks for, not as the Pharisee that made all his thanksgivings terminate in his own praise God, I thank thee, that I am so and so, but directing them all to God’s glory. We must give thanks to God for his goodness and mercy: Give thanks to the Lord, not only because he does good, but because he is good; all the streams must be traced up to the fountain, not only because he is merciful to us, but because his mercy endures forever, and will be drawn out to those that shall come after us. 
We must give thanks to God, not only for that mercy which is now handed out to us here on earth, but for that which shall endure forever in the glories and joys of heaven.  We must give God thanks for the instances of his power and wisdom. In general, he alone does great wonders. The contrivance is wonderful, the design being laid by infinite wisdom; the performance is wonderful, being put in execution by infinite power. He alone does marvellous things; none besides Him can do such things, and he does them without the assistance or advice of any other. More particularly, God made the heavens, and stretched them out, and in them we not only see his wisdom and power, but we taste his mercy in their benign influences; as long as the heavens endure the mercy of God endures in them. He raised the earth out of the waters when he caused the dry land to appear, that it might be fit to be a habitation for man, and therein also his mercy to man still endures; for the earth hath he given to the children of men, and all its products.  Having made both heaven and earth, he settled a correspondence between them, notwithstanding their distance, by making the sun, moon, and stars, which he placed in the firmament of heaven, to shed their light and influences upon this earth.

The message to praise God for his mercy endureth for ever is made clearer in Psalm 150. Here the individual listeners are persuaded to praise God. What a fitting way to end this book of praise, with a direct encouragement for you to praise God too. Remember to praise God every day! In a way, the book of Psalms parallels our spiritual journey through life. It begins by presenting us with two roads; the way to life and the way to death. If we choose God’s way to life, we still face both blessings and troubles, joy and grief, success and obstacles. Throughout it all, God is at our side guiding, encouraging, comforting, caring. As the wise and faithful person’s life draws to an end, he or she realizes clearly that God‘s road is the right road. Because it leads straight into the Kingdom of God and his Son Jesus Christ.
God did great things for Israel, when he first formed them into a people, and set up his kingdom among them. These things are here mentioned, as often elsewhere in the psalms, as instances both of the power of God and of the particular kindness he had for Israel. (Psalm 135:8). He brought them out of Egypt. That was a mercy which endured long to them, and our redemption by Jesus Christ, which was typified by that, does indeed endure forever, for it is an eternal redemption. Of all the plagues of Egypt, none is mentioned but the death of the first-born, because that was the conquering plague; by that God, who in all the plagues distinguished the Israelites from the Egyptians, brought them at last from among them, not by a wile, but with a strong hand and an arm stretched out to reach far and do great things. 
These miracles of mercy, as they proved Moss’s commission to give law to Israel, so they laid Israel under lasting obligations to obey that law, (Exodus 20:2).  He forced them a way through the Red Sea, which obstructed them at their first setting out. By the power he has to control the common course of nature he divided the sea into two parts, between which he opened a path, and made Israel to pass between the parts, now that they were to enter into covenant with him (Jeremiah 34:18). He not only divided the sea, but gave his people courage to go through it when it was divided, which was an instance of God’s power over men’s hearts, as the former of his power over the waters. And, to make it a miracle of justice as well as mercy, the same Red Sea that was a lane to the Israelites was a grave to their pursuers. There he shook off Pharaoh and his host.  
16. He conducted them through a vast howling wilderness; there he led them and fed them. Their camp was victualled and fortified by a constant series of miracles for forty years; though they loitered and wandered there, they were not lost. And in this the mercy of God, and the constancy of that mercy, were the more observable because they often provoked him in the wilderness and grieved him in the desert.  He destroyed kings before them, to make room for them, not deposed and banished them, but smote and slew them, in which appeared his wrath against them, but his mercy, his never-failing mercy, to Israel. And that which magnified it was that they were great kings and famous kings, yet God subdued them as easily as if they had been the least, and weakest, and meanest, of the children of men. They were wicked kings, and then their grandeur and lustre would not secure them from the justice of God. The more great and famous they were the more did God’s mercy to Israel appear in giving such kings for them. Sihon and Og are particularly mentioned, because they were the first two that were conquered on the other side Jordan.  It is good to enter into the detail of God’s favors and not to view them in the gross, and in each instance to observe, and own, that God’s mercy endureth forever.  He put them in possession of a good land.  He whose the earth is, and the fullness thereof, the world and those that dwell therein, took land from one people and gave it to another, as pleased him. The iniquity of the Amorites was now full, and therefore it was taken from them.  Israel was his servant, and, though they had been provoking in the wilderness, yet he intended to have some service out of them, for to them pertained the service of God.  As he said to the Egyptians, “Let my people go,” so to the Canaanites, “Let my people in,” that they may serve me. In this God’s mercy to them endureth forever, because it was a figure of the heavenly Canaan, the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.
Now that you know this, should it not cause you to praise God for leading you in the right direction and for assuring your place in the perfect world God has in store for those who have faithfully followed him. Let everything that has breath praise the Lord God Almighty.
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