Sabbath Day Sermon of August 12, 2017.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Godless and the Godly
Psalm Chapter 14

In Matthew 5:22, Jesus said “But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire” (Matthew 5:22). But in this passage, the atheist is called a fool. Some would scream of contradictions in the Bible after reading these two passages. But there are no contracting messages in the Bible, only if you are reading it upside down. The reason is simple: no one can deny the existence of God Almighty without being omniscient, which would make that person God. Since the doubter or an atheist is not omniscient, God Almighty can exist outside the limits of his or her knowledge. One may claim to be an agnostic and say, “I do not know whether there is a God.” But to be a true atheist is to be anti-intellectual, irrational, or simply a first class fool. 
If according to the Scriptures the fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; then an atheist or a fool is one who despises God’s wisdom and instructions. Since he or she who is an atheist has no fear of the LORD, therefore, the warning by Jesus in Matthew 5:22 not to call a brother a fool does not apply in relation to an atheist who has already made himself or herself a fool by denying the existence of God Almighty. Again, he or she who is an atheist is not a brother or sister in the LORD we would say. Again, if an atheist does not have the fear of the LORD which is the beginning of knowledge, and despises wisdom and the Word of God, what then does he or she has? A true atheist does not have the fear of the LORD, and does not hate what God Almighty hates which are: pride, arrogance, the evil way, and the froward mouth, which the LORD hates (Proverbs 1:7; 8:13).

Paul says that God Almighty has revealed himself plainly in the creation to all people. All people have this basic knowledge and through their inner sense know what God requires, but they choose not to live up to it. If you suppress God’s truth in order to live your own way, you have no excuse. In other words, you know the truth, and you will have to endure the consequences of ignoring it. 
Jesus final warning: “he or she that chooses to remain unjust, let him or her be unjust, and he or she which is filthy, let him or her be filthy still; and he or she that is righteous let him or her be righteous still, and he or she that is holy, let him or her be still. “And behold I come quickly my reward is with me, to give every man and woman according to his or her work shall be. Jesus made sure you know who he is “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last.”
In his lament, David describes the world as consisting of two types of people; “the foolish generation” and “the just generation “my people” and “the afflicted.” David complains that the wicked persecute the community of the just, while God watches from heaven. He expresses a firm hope that God will stride forth from his throne, punish the wicked, and uphold the faithful. The wicked practice what is in accord with their principles, they act corruptly, but there is a God who will come out of Zion and deliver his people. Israel of God shall rejoice, and so shall all believers and nations whose God is the LORD God Almighty.

Again, a fool is not someone who is stupid or uneducated, but a person who rejects the basic knowledge of God Almighty revealed in his creation to all people. By rejecting God, the fool rejects the one who made the moral and spiritual laws that make life just and good. A fool is indeed corrupt because to deny God’s existence allows wickedness to prevail. Apostle Paul in one of his preaching quotes these verses in Romans 3:10-12 as he morn the lack of single-heartedness toward God Almighty and thus the rampant spread of evil. The wise, however, not only believe there is a God but also strive to please him. To believe there is a God but refuse to honor and obey him is also foolishness. My friends do not be a fool of either sort.

A true atheist is either foolish or wicked, most likely he or she is both; foolish because he or she ignores the evidence that God exists, and wicked because he or she refuses to live by God’s truth. Most people become atheists in practice when they rely more on themselves than on God Almighty. The fool mentioned here is someone who is aggressively perverse in his or her actions. To speak or act in direct defiance of God is utterly foolish and wicked according to the Scriptures.

No one but God is perfect; all of us stand guilty before him and need his forgiveness. No matter how well you perform or what you achieve compared to others, none of us can boast of his or her goodness when compared to God’s standard. God Almighty not only expects us to obey his guidelines, but he wants us to love him with all our hearts. No one except Jesus Christ has done that perfectly. Since we all fall short we must turn to Jesus Christ to save us (Romans 10:9-11).

David here applies these observations to his enemies, the godless evildoers who eat up my people as they eat bread” “They are all gone aside; there is none that doeth good.” By contrast, David said, “Thou hast proved mine heart; thou hast tried me and shall find nothing” (Psalm 17:3). There is a clear distinction between those who worship God Almighty and those who refuse to worship him. 
My friends, that you go to Church every Sunday does not necessary make you a worshipper of God Almighty. To worship God Almighty you must worship him in Spirit and in Truth on the day he commanded that you worship him. God is not in a religion; He wants to be in a relationship with you as His child. Since Jesus is the only way to God Almighty, calling to Jesus today is the way to go to be forgiven and saved if you want to be called a child of God Almighty (John 1:12, 13).
David worshipped God, and under his leadership, Israel obeyed God and prospered. Several hundred years later, however, Israel had forgotten God, and it became difficult to distinguish between God’s followers and those who worshipped idols in Israel. When Isaiah called Israel to repentance, he, like David, spoke of people who had strayed away (Isaiah 53:6). But Isaiah was talking about the Israelites themselves. In Romans chapter 3:10-12, Paul made the image of straying sheep even more general. The whole human race has strayed from God Almighty.

If God is “In the generation of the righteous,” then those who attack God’s people may be attacking God. To attack God is utterly futile. Thus, while you a true Christian may feel you are losing the battle, there can be absolutely no doubt that your ultimate victory is in God Almighty. My friends, seek God, Trust God, Love God Almighty is the only way to be free and safe for eternity. 
Holy Spirit Advantage Prophetic Ministries®

Scripture Reading Online
http://av1611.com/kjbp/kjv-bible-text/index.html
http://www.hsapm.org/radio1.html
Online Bible by HSAPM for Windows 8.1
http://www.hsapm.org/rss
